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From the pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

The other day I was leaving my sister’s house and glanced over to see green
sprouts popping up in her flower beds. It made my heart sing — new life getting
ready to spring forth! In just a few weeks, those sprouts will have broken open
and blossomed into crocuses and daffodils, splashing purple and yellow all
over the place!

These weeks of April are just as exciting, as we Christians prepare to cel-
ebrate new life on Easter Sunday. The dreariness and sadness of the Lenten
season will give way to the victory and shouts of hallelujah on Easter Sunday!
We'll gather together and remember a great stone rolled away and Christ risen
from the dead!

Along with our Evangelism Committee, I invite you to bring a friend with
you to worship on Easter Sunday! In these tough times, everyone needs to find
reasons to celebrate and know joy - and there is no better reason than Easter and
all the promises it holds for each one of us. I can't wait to celebrate with you!

Holy Week
at EUMC

Sunday, April 5* - Palm/Passion Sunday
11 8:30 and 11:00 Worship Services

Thursday, April 9" - Maundy Thursday
11 6:30 p.m. Soup and Bread Dinner in Weldin Hall
11 7:30 p.m. Worship Service in the sanctuary

Friday, April 10" - Good Friday

'/ Noon Ecumenical Crosswalk through the streets
of Elkton

1] 7:30 p.m. Choir Cantata in the sanctuary

Sunday, April 12 - Easter
11 6:30 a.m. Sunrise Service in the church parking lot
[1 7:30-10:30 a.m. Easter Breakfast in Weldin Hall

L] 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship Services in the
sanctuary (identical)

Phone: (410) 398-0933
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“He is not here; he has risen! Then they remembered his words.” |, ..




MEMBERS W\ DRSNS
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psaim 128:5

Upcoming Baptism Dates

May 10" (Mother’s Day)
June 21% (Father’s Day)
July 12

To schedule a baptism, call
Rev. Bunnell at (410) 398-0933.

Financial Report
(as of February 28, 2009)

Income........... $86,546.85
Expenses ......... $83,008.28
Balance........... $ 3,538.57

Guess who?

A\

This young girl is now a
retired transplant from
Oxford, PA, who tries
to keep up with her 17
grandchildren.

(see page 6 for the answer)

Thank youl

To all the volunteers who
contributed their time, cooking
skills and generous meals to the
rotating shelter during the week
of March 9-16™.

Lilies for Easter Sunday

If you would like to place a lily in
the sanctuary for the Easter services,
they can be ordered by filling out a
pew card or by calling the church
office. The cost of the lilies is the
same as last year — $9 each. The last
day to order is April 5%, which is

New Member
Orientation Class

If you are interested in becoming
a member of Elkton UMC, you're
invited to take part in the next
New Member Orientation Class.

Palm Sunday. CURETR
. b 2 DIE
5:00 p.m.
(Room 1)

How I became a sailor
By Rev. Don Hurst

To register, call the church office
or see one of the pastors.

When I was a small boy, I heard my grandfather tell stories about sailing on
the Chesapeake Bay. The stories he told lodged in my brain and made me want
to sail. I began sailing dinghies at Pecometh and through the years progressed
to larger sailboats. Eventually, I became licensed to take people sailing on boats
up to a hundred tons.

As a pastor, this was a natural way for me to spend my vacations. It gave
me a chance to sail in new and different places in the world including the
islands of the Caribbean, Belize in Central America, New Zealand and Tahiti
in the South Pacific. It gave me an opportunity to be with and talk to many
different people. Other sailors often wanted to talk about their hopes, dreams
and concerns. These sailing ventures gave me and others unique opportunities
to strengthen our faith and to become what God really wanted us to be. I still
have friends from the places where I have sailed, and the tradition of taking
others sailing with me has continued to grow through the years.

I have just finished putting together a trip to sail the Sea of Cortez from La
Paz, Mexico, in January 2010. For some strange reason, people want to go with
me! I mention this aspect of my life because not many people know about it,
and it may be a reminder that we've all done things that others may not know
about until we sit down and talk with one another. It seems as though there is
not a day that goes by that I do not learn new and different things about the
people around me simply by listening to their stories. In the coming months,
I plan to share with you some of the stories I have heard from others in our
community of faith.

In the meantime, please keep me in your prayers as I continue to venture
forth in this life of faith through Jesus Christ our Lord. I can hardly wait to
one day see my grandfather again and thank him for telling me stories about
sailing, for God used his stories to enrich and change my life.



‘ “Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverss 4:7 \

Earth Day tips to save energy
By Bob MacDonald on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

« New generation fluorescent tubes
As I write this article, Earth Day is fast approaching. There are only 39 in the kitchen or anywhere lights

days, 13 hours, 26 minutes and 50 seconds left — oops, make that 49 seconds, are on for long periods use 80% less
48 seconds...well, you get the idea! Although it is on Wednesday, the 22™, energy to produce the same light
Earth Day will be celebrated in our church on Sunday, April 26™. « TV, VCR, DVD, stereo, computer,
Earth Day was officially recognized on April 22, 1970. It was designed to edu- and games console together while
cate and change our ways, so we would not continue to destroy and pollute the ~ on standby mode use a fair amount

environment and this planet we live on. Now fast forward to 2009. Most of us are of energy over a year
familiar with words like going green, recycling, eco-friendly, and global warming. ~« Use solar lighting in your garden or

There are so many ways to change our habits. I could fill this newsletter with ~ driveway
suggestions (see a few tips on the right). Better yet, take it upon yourself and ¢ Fitlower wattage bulbs in multiple
see how many ways you and your family can make every day Earth Day! down lights (recessed lighting)

« Install a timer or motion sensor in
dark areas (inside and outside)

First annual men’s gathering at Camp Pecometh
By Michael Petkewec

The first annual men’s gathering at Camp Pecometh from February 27" to March 1* was a great success because of
the hard work and dedication of many. Twenty-seven men from various local churches gathered for an entire weekend
retreat of fellowship, worship, music, recreation, prayer, education, food, and fun! The sharing of personal stories was
inspiring, passionate, and healing. The participants were brought into a closer relationship with God. It was truly a
weekend where Christian men from throughout our area were able to “come and be set free” from many of the concerns
and issues surrounding them in this day and age.

As chair of the Core Guidance Team for the men’s gathering, I want to thank a few key people who went above and be-
yond by providing leadership to make the weekend a success: the Core Guidance Team, comprised of the Rev. Don Hurst,
Dave Pugh, Bob Gilmore, Ed Sprague, Bill Fazio, Mike Noll, Ted Deboda, and Gerry Treese; Bill Alphin for photography
during the event including the picture below; Judy Pugh, Mike Noll, Bill Fazio, and Ed Sprague for acting as guest speakers
and leading the seminars; Roger Beam, Larry Gaultney, Doug Gaus; Rick Ceresini, and Dave Wherry for being Covenant
Group Leaders; Ted Deboda, Ed Lynerd, Tom White, Bill Moffit, and Andrew Fetterolf for forming a wonderful band and
providing all the great music; Bob Gilmore for providing recreational opportunities and leading the morning prayers; Rev.
Don Hurst for leading worship; and Gerry Treese for being our fantastic retreat chef. It is our hope that next year many
more men will want to
attend and realize that the
men’s gathering is an ex-
traordinary opportunity!

Elkton men’s weekend gathering at
Camp Pecometh. Plans are already
underway for next year’s weekend
gathering. In the meantime,
countless ways of helping one
another, others, and churches are
being implemented. It was a great
weekend!

Photo by Bill Alphin




“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverss 14:21

MISSIONS mm_

Stewardship Committee accepts clothing donations
beginning on Sunday, April 19*
By Heidi Gaultney on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

Do any of you have clothes that you can't use, or do you need clothes that
you can't quite afford? Most, if not all of us, fit into one or both of those cat-
egories. With your help, the Stewardship Committee would like to redistribute
clothing to put it in the hands of those who can make better use of it.

If you have gently used adult’s or children’s clothing to give away, please bring
it to Weldin Hall between Sunday, April 19", and Friday, May 1.

Please help us organize your donations by indicating the size on the bag(s)
or the individual items that you drop off. This will make the job of sorting
much easier. If you have extra hangers, those will also be appreciated. Please
do not bring shoes, purses or anything that is not clothing.

On Saturday May 2", from 9:00 a.m. until the clothing is gone, we will offer
this clothing free to anyone in the church or community who can use it. In
order to serve many people in the community, we will limit the amount any
one person can take. The limit will depend on how much clothing we receive.
So clean out your closets and give those unwanted items a new home!

Compassion Sunday - April 26™
By Terri Lokey

In Mark 9:37, Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes one of these little children in
my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but
the one who sent me.” The Bible lays out a clear mandate for all Christians
to care for children and the poor. When we do this, we are not only min-
istering to children but to God. In the past three years, many members of
our church family have generously sponsored children through Compassion
International.

During difficult economic times, we all need to be prudent with our money.
When we hear statistics, such as, 27,000 children under the age of 5 die each
day from preventable causes like dehydration, malaria and malnutrition, and
more than 100 million children worldwide are homeless, we need to reevaluate
how we spend our resources in order to help end poverty worldwide. Could
we skip that cup of coffee from the convenience store on the way to work each
morning or the dessert we ordered after dinner?

For $32 a month - just about $1 a day - you could sponsor a child, providing
food, medical attention, schooling support, and Christian education through
local churches in different countries.

On April 26", you can learn more about Compassion’s programs, talk to
others who sponsor a child, and have the opportunity to choose a child to
sponsor. If you are unable to support a child on your own, consider sponsor-
ing a child with a group of people.

Please pray for this event and for your willingness to make a difference in
the life of one child who is trapped by poverty. If you would like information
about Compassion International before then, please contact Terri Lokey at
(410) 658-5886 or [tlokey@zoominternet.net] or visit Compassion’s web site
at [www.compassion.com].

Need help for odd jobs?

By Faye Camors

If anyone needs some yard work or
oddjobsdone, there are several men at
the men’s shelter that are very handy,
who love to paint and would love the
opportunity to earn some money. For
example, I am planning to hire them
to spread mulch in my yard this year.
I would be happy to recommend one
or two of them and to set up anything
that needs to be done.

For more information, contact
Faye Camors at (410) 392-5548 or
[flyaway723@comcast.net].

Christmas in April
By Ted McDowell

Christmas in April Cecil County is
a local organization which provides
assistance to local homeowners who,
for various reasons, don't have the
wherewithal or cannot afford neces-
sary repairs and/or improvements to
their homes. This assistance is pro-
vided at no cost to the homeowner.
The projects are completed county-
wide by various organizations on the
last Saturday in April of each year.
Elkton UMC has participated in this
effort for the last several years.

The date for this year’s Christmas
in April projects is April 25" The
project that we will most likely be
doing involves building a wheelchair
ramp and performing some other
repairs for an Elkton resident.

This is always a day of friendship,
fellowship, and hard work - and you
even get a free lunch and a spifty
Christmas in April tee shirt for your
efforts!

If you would like to spend part or
all of a Saturday helping someone
in need, please call Ted McDowell
at (410) 398-7988 or email him at
[mcdowell0149@msn.com] to sign
up or to get additional information.



YOUTH GROUP
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” Psam 25:5

Youth group news
By Sandy Wherry

The youth group had a very successtul month. We traveled to Moore’s Chapel
for an evening of games, music, and a short talk by Amanda Fetterolf.

Sandy Howard came to talk with the group about her 6-month mission trip
to Georgia. She told the group about her work with the homeless and discussed
the misconceptions that many people have about the homeless. Many of the
homeless she worked with held jobs but were unable to make enough to find
affordable housing, especially when they have to pay the first and last month’s
rent as well as the security deposit just to be able to secure an apartment. The
youth learned how easy it is to suffer from depression or addictions. They also
learned that they need to continue to have faith and rely on the Holy Spirit. We
thank Sandy for her time and her willingness to depend on God to give her the
strength to follow His leading.

We are looking forward to a weekend retreat near the beach April 24-26™.

The girls are putting together a lock-in for other county youth group girls to
be held before summer.

Young adults
By Sandy Wherry

We wish to thank the young adult
college students who came to speak
at the college forum. Their candid
information should be of great help
to the graduating seniors attending
college in the fall.

Singles evening
By Sandy Wherry

We will be hosting an evening for
all singles between the ages of 19
and 45 on Friday, April 3. The eve-
ning will feature a potluck meal at
6:30 p.m. We hope all single people
will join us, and that they invite other

singles they know to attend as well!
Call the church office or email me at
[slwherry@comcast.net] to sign up.

The nail -
Author unknown

As the story g@es, they built a new church building and people came from far
and wide to sée it. They admired its beauty. Up on the roof, a little nail heard
the people praising everything about the lovely structure - except the nail. No
one even knew he was there, and he became angry and jealous.

“If I am that insignificant, nobody will miss me if I quit!” So the nail then
released its hold, slid down the roof, and fell in the mud.

That night it rained and rained. Soon, the shingle that had no nail blew away,
and the roof began to leak. The water streaked the walls and the beautiful
murals. The plaster began to fall, the carpet was stained, and the pulpit Bible
was ruined by water. All this because a little nail decided to quit!

But what of the nail? While holding the shingle, it was obscure but it was also
useful. Buried in the mud it was just as obscure, but now it was useless and
would soon be eaten up by rust.

The moral of the story: Every member is important to the church! Like the
nail, you may feel obscure at times, but just like the nail, your absence is felt.
When you are not present for worship, in some way the body of Christ hurts.
We are all a part of the Lord’s ministry!

Family news
By Sandy Wherry

The family game night was a
great deal of fun for everyone who
attended. It was wonderful to see
everyone eating, playing games
and socializing together! We thank
Allene Rittenhouse for all of her help
organizing the meal, as well as all
who brought salads and desserts to
help make the evening a success.

We will be putting together a
monthly schedule of events for fami-
lies for the next year and posting it
on the bulletin board, in the newslet-
ter and on the web site. Be sure to
check the dates and programs for our
evenings together.

Let’s talk about saving for

college...
By Ken McCoy on behalf of the Stewardship
Committee

It's never been more important to
have a sound strategy to save for your
children or grandchildren’s college
expenses than in these trying times.

On Sunday, April 19", between
9:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Rick Carroll
from Swarthmore Financial Services
will be in Weldin Hall to discuss the
“Five Steps for a Successful College
Savings Plan”

The session will be for parents or
grandparents of any child from 3
years old to the 8" grade. Please plan
to attend this informative session.

College outreach ministry
By Andee McKenica

A big thank-you to our congrega-
tion for the support of our college
outreach ministry. Each mailing
overflowed with your donations
of snacks, homemade cookies and
goodies. I know our college students
felt the love and caring we have for
them in each package.



‘ “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverss 22:6 \

New robes for the children’s choir!
By Melinda Grablis

The children’s choir would like to express their sincere appre-
ciation to the Memorial Fund Committee who has purchased
16 new choir robes for them. The robes are absolutely beautiful
and the children were so excited to debut their new robes dur-
ing the 11:00 worship service on March 22,

Photo by Melinda Grablis

Easter egg hunt
By Melinda Grablis

Don't forget that our annual Easter egg hunt is on April 5"
after the 11:00 service in Weldin Hall. Bring your family, your
friends, and your Easter basket as we gather together for a time
of fellowship. There will be lots of food, entertainment from our Several children model their beautiful new robes while posing
children’s choir as well as our 5" and 6™ grade Sunday School with children’s choir director Nicole Stauffer

class — and of course lots of Easter eggs! Hope to see you there!

New adult short-term study: “Enough”

By Melinda Grablis Word Search Solution
Please join us in the church parlor during the Sunday School hour for a new (from back page)
short-term Bible study entitled “Enough.” During these times of economic DX P G C "
e« : o s vV SIRIENK AT ERIAIOA Y O W
uncertainty, “Enough” invites us to rediscover the Bible’s wisdom on prudent M—
financial practices. Find the keys to experiencing contentment, overcoming WINDPOWERVYVGETIITO
fear, and discovering the joy through simplicity and generosity. UNOITAVRESNOCAR
Beginning on Sunday, April 19%, join us to see how this study can change = "TAaN|
. . . I GLOBALWARMINGON
your life by changing your relationship with money! ——v a7yl |
SLIFESTYLEEUNSW
YERENETZIFCTEERS
Camp Pecometh IEVYCUFYXCiRERB
By Melinda Grablis BHNTHYBRIDCARSTL
Looking for meaningful summertime fun for your kids? Camp Pecometh is 1; 8 i i E E g ; E g ; ; i Dé g
a United Methodist Camp located on the Chester River on Maryland’s Eastern NJGVREWOPORDYEHT
Shore. The forests, fields, and riverfront provide a natural backdrop for camp-
ers to discover God’s purpose in their lives. The unique opportunity of living in
a Christian Community at camp can help young people to explore first-hand
the presence and love of Jesus Christ.
This camp is open to kids from kindergarten to high school. They have day « ”
programs, specialty camps, camps for children with special needs, and mini- uess Who™ answer

camps for the first-time camper. Please consider this wonderful opportunity

for your child or a child that you know. q The girl in the photo
6!

Our church is giving $100 “camperships” to all children from our church ¥ is none other than
(that’s right — every child) who attends one of these camps. Please contact S Gail Juergens!
Melinda Grablis when you register, so your child can receive their campership. u
Melinda can be reached at (410) 620-2345 or [melindagrablis@comcast.net].

If you would like more information on Camp Pecometh, visit their web site
[www.camppecometh.org] or email them at [campinfo@pecometh.org].




SPECIAL EVENTS .\ DFXaa g\ i3

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..

Travel with the Classic Christians
By Rev. Karen Bunnell

Washington DC Trip

On Thursday, April 2", the Classic Christians will leave the church park-
ing lot at 7:00 a.m. to spend a day in Washington D.C. and enjoy the beauty
of the cherry blossoms. The group will be dropped oft on the mall near the
Smithsonian for free time to explore our nation’s capital on their own. At 1:30
p.m., the bus will pick up the group and transport everyone to the National
Cathedral for a tour of this spectacular church. After the tour, the group will
return to our church at approximately 7:00 p.m.

The cost is $35 per person, plus the cost of your own meals. There are still a
few spaces left on the bus, so call the church office if you're interested!

North Carolina Trip

There are still spots available on the bus trip to North Carolina on May 18-
21*. The group will explore sights such as the fabulous Biltmore Estate. To
learn more about it or to sign up for the trip, please call John Anderson at
(410) 378-3773. The cost for this trip is $519 per person.

Walking for Wellness II (a few new rules though!)

It’s time to start walking again! The health ministry team invites you to get
ready to put on your walking shoes again as Walking for Wellness II is set to
kick off on Monday, April 13". As before, you're invited to form a team of four
persons to walk for the next two months. A prize will be awarded to the team
with the most walking minutes.

There are a couple of changes this time:
1. No more than two retirees on any team.

2. Remember that you shouldn’t count the walking you normally do in
your work or regular everyday life; only extra walking for health benefits
should be counted.

3. All cardio work that you do for health benefits can be counted (so if you
go to a gym and work out there, you should count those minutes).

Please see the Sunday bulletins for a registration form for your team. Come
on - take the challenge and walk for wellness this spring!

Ha ha fa.... /
A pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night.
“Yes, sir,” the boy replied.
“And, do you always say them in the morning, too?” the pastor asked.
“No sir,” the boy replied. “T ain’t scared in the daytime.”

Solution to Cryptogram
(from back page)

No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Luke 6:43

United Methodist Women’s

6™ annual Mother’s Day tea
By Nancy Stubbs, UMW Secretary

We hope you will plan to join us as
women of all ages come together to
celebrate mothers everywhere at 2:00
on Saturday, May 9. Refreshments
will include fruit, tea sandwiches, tea
cakes, bars and cookies, lemonade,
hot and cold tea. Our theme this year
is “Presenting Our Children, Our
Church”

The young girls in our Sunday
School classes, under the guidance of
Melinda Grablis, will entertain and
surprise you with their many talents.

So wear your favorite hat, bring a
pretty teacup and saucer and your
camera, and let’s have our tea and
cookies while we fellowship to-
gether and enjoy this Mother’s Day
celebration!

Men’s fellowship breakfast

By Rev. George Leathrum

Winter is fast fading away and
new life is appearing all around us.
I hope we will start each new day
giving thanks to God for His many
blessings. A wonderful blessing we
share is an opportunity to gather for
breakfast on the third Wednesday
morning each month. Greet the sun
as it comes up and join other men of
the church at 6:30 a.m. for a time of
fellowship at the Elkton Diner. Hope
to see you on one of these mornings:

April 15
May 20
June 17
July 15%
August 19
September 16"



A “A place to
- know Jesus,
be known by
Jesus, and
make Him
known to
others”
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(solution is on page 7)
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BALANCE
CARBON NEUTRAL

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
11:00 AM - Noon

Wednesday Prayer Service

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM (Room 1)

Sunday School (for all ages)
9:45 AM - 10:45 AM
Youth Fellowship
Sunday evenings: 6:00 PM

Earth Day

Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat
your fill and live there in safety. LEVITICUS 25: 19
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