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From the Pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Not so long ago, | read an op-ed article in a news
magazine by a woman re ecting on the dismal
economic situation and how it was impacting her
family. Expecting to read a depressing account of
distress, instead | read of a family that was being

s drawn together and made closer because of it. ey
were discovering that in an attempt to save gas, they
were doing more things together, cutting down the
number of times they were actually leaving their
home, and making do with what they had, without having to have more.
Perhaps we all ought to take a lesson from them this Christmas season.
While admittedly this is a very di  cult economic time, perhaps instead

of dwelling on how hard it is, we can draw together and nd creative ways
to celebrate with each other. Perhaps we can cut down on buying gi s and
choose spending time together instead. Perhaps we can not run around so
much and simply enjoy being with those we love. Most of all, perhaps, by
realizing how eeting all of our earthly stu is, we can remember especially
this year what really matters — and that is love, and most particularly, the love
poured out on us by Almighty God in the baby born in Bethlehem.

My prayer is that, in spite of what's going on in the world, this Christmas
will be warm and wonderful for you. I look forward to celebrating with you,
as we remember together the incredible gi we've been given in Jesus Christ,
our Lord and our Savior.

Blue Christmas Service on December 21

Are you hurting this year at Christmas time? If you are, the Blue Christmas
Service is for you.

On Sunday, December 21%, at 3:00 PMm, you're invited to come to the Blue
Christmas Service in the sanctuary and worship with others for whom
Christmas will also be tough this year, whether it's because of the death of
a loved one, an illness, a job loss, or a struggle of any kind. It will be a quiet,
contemplative service dealing with the reality of living with sadness in the
midst of what is supposed to be “the most wonderful time of the year” If you
have questions or want additional information, please call Rev. Bunnell in the
churcho ce.

A place to know Jesus, be known by Jesus,
and make Him known
to others.
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Phone: (410) 398-0933

Christmas Eve Services

Please note changes
from previous years!

6:00 pm
Family Service
(lessons, carols, music
and stories; no sermon)

7:30 pm and 9:00 pm
Identical Candlelight Services

10:00-10:30 Pm
Silent Communion
in the sanctuary

December 2008

Bible Quiz/Page 5

Charge Conference/Page 3
Christian Education/Page 6
Classic Christians,/Page 4
Events & Activities/Page 7
Missions / Page 5

New Members/Page 4
Puzzles/Back Page

Walking for Wellness/Page 2
Weddings/Page 4




‘ “So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.” Acts 16:5 \

Rev. Bunnell Needs Your Help!

Rev. Bunnell’s January sermon series is entitled “ e Big Questions.” In this
series, she will preach about the big questions of faith with which we struggle.
In order to do that, she wants to know “What are your big questions?”

If you would like to o er a question, please email Rev. Bunnell at
[eumc@comcast.net] by December 15". A er she receives responses, she will
pick the top four questions upon which to base the sermon series. If you need
more information, give her a call in the church o ce.

Walking for Wellness
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ey're o and walking! Twenty-nine teams of four are participating in a
challenge to achieve the highest number of minutes walking in the months
of November and December. O to a great start was the team of Golden Gait
with a whopping 4581 minutes in the rst two weeks! However, their high
score only seemed to inspire the other 28 teams to pick up the pace.

e next several weeks will be almost as exciting as watching a horse race
as the teams compete, moving forward and backward on the bulletin board
display in the hospitality hallway. So the question is — Is the competitive spirit
displayed by our walking teams driven by the ultimate prize of a fabulous gour-
met meal prepared by our own Andee McKenica or is it really for the bragging
rights of being the best walking team at EUMC? Get ready to cheer on your
favorite team. Pick a name you like from the list (like BEAT Bob's Band) and
watch the board for the nal winner to be determined by January 1°!

1. Golden Gait 15. Down to the Wire

2. Team White 16. Our Spirited BEST

3. Quatro Amigos 17. Welsh Dragons

4, e Rovers 18. Walks and Wogs and Jogs-WooHoo

5. Geezers R Us 19. Wonderful Walkers

6. Naughty Choristers 20. Walkie Talkies

7. Pro-Walkers 21. Bob's Bunch

8. Gilmore Girls 22. e Canastas

9. Bob's Band 23. Canal Walkers

10. Methodist Roadrunners 24. Ed's Harem

11. BEAT Bob's Band 25. Team Truckin’

12. Walking Great-Grammies 26. e Young and the Wretched
Plus One 27. e Heelers

13. Hikers in the Heights 28. Ding-o-Lings

14. Just a Walk Away 29. Gaz Family

POINSETTIAS

e last day to
order poinsettias
will be Sunday,
December 14", e
cost is $9.50 — same as last year!
Poinsettias can be picked up a er
the 9 pm service on Christmas Eve.

Stewardship Campaign

If you have not turned in your
pledge card for your 2009 nancial
commitment, please do so as soon
as possible. You can place it in the
0 ering plate, or turn it in to the
churcho ce.

Sermons, Bulletins and
Newsletters Available on
EUMC Website

Don't forget that a downloadable
copy of each week's sermon,
bulletin, and newsletter is now being
posted on our church website at
[www.elktonumc.org].

Advent Sermon Series:
“Expect the Unexpected”

Rev. Bunnell's December sermon
series will be entitled “Expect the
Unexpected.”

« November 30" - Wrong Parents

(Matt. 1:18-25, Luke 1:26-38)

« December 7" - Wrong Place

(Luke 2:1-7)

« December 14" - Wrong Witnesses

(Luke 2:8-20, Matt. 2:1-12)

« December 21% - Wrong Way

(John 1:1-18)



‘ “Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverss 4:7 \

Charge Conference
By Rev. Karen Bunnell

e Charge Conference is the
annual meeting of the church con-
ducted by our district superinten-
dent, the Rev. Dr. William Fitzhugh.
During the Charge Conference, we
remember and give thanks for the
ministries that took place this year,
and we lay out our goals, budgets,
dreams and visions for the com-
ing year. While all members of the
Administrative Council are required
to attend, anyone who is interested is
welcome to attend.

is year’s Charge Conference will
be held on Sunday, December 7*, at
3:00 P™ in the sanctuary. We're hop-
ing that because it’s taking place on
aweekend a ernoon this year rather
than aweeknight, more people will be
able to attend. If you have any ques-
tions, call Rev. Bunnell or Rev. Hurst
in the church o ce.

You're Invited to Meet Our

New Bishop!

Bishop Peggy Johnson, the
new leader of our Peninsula-DE
Conference, will be spending a day
in the Wilmington District to meet
both clergy and laity on Monday,
December 15™.

She will spend the day with clergy
at the North East United Methodist
Church. She will then have a session
with laity in the evening at 7:00 Pm
at the Union United Methodist
Church in Bear, Delaware. Anyone
who would like to meet the bishop
is invited to attend that session. For
more information, or to car pool,
please contact one of the pastors.

Making the Holidays Simply More Meaningful

By Linda White and the Stewardship Committee

Are you dreading the holidays already? e rush of the crowds, the expense
of the gi s, writing out 500 cards, dragging numerous boxes of decorations
down from the attic just to carry them back up in a couple of weeks. Not to
mention the unbelievable stress that accompanies these tasks. What happened
to the anticipation we felt when we were ve? | think it's been lost in our na-
tion’s consumer attitude — more is better. But, is it? Our economy is certainly
proof of that! Why not try nding new pleasures in a simpler holiday — some
silence, some friendship, some gratitude and, of course, some worship. If you
are ready for a change in your hectic schedule and truly ready to enjoy your
holidays, try some of the following suggestions:

« Givegi cards for gas, car washes, groceries, or restaurants, instead of
giving one more knick-knack.

« Make phone calls instead of sending cards. It will cost less and mean more
to the people you are calling by letting them know that you truly care.

« Give to charity in someone’s name. Ask yourself what you would rather
receive, another thing or a homemade card saying that a cow had been
purchased in your name and was now providing milk for a Tanzanian
family that hadn't had milk before.

« Givethe gi of time. Make a meal or bake a tray of cookies for someone.
How about some homemade jam asa gi or even a stack of rewood
placed in their backyard?

« Serve in a shelter. Cook or help to serve a meal at the homeless shelter and
make sure to take your children with you so they can help also.

« Have your children purchase gi s for less fortunate children their own
age. Encourage them to make gi s for you rather than having daddy or
mommy cart them to the mall.  at pipe cleaner ornament will still be
hanging on your tree in 10 years, but that sweater will be long gone.

« Make a small scrapbook or photo album with treasured memories for a
family member.

o Less is more — do less decorating. Maybe less outside lighting and
decorations. Not only will this give you more time, but will conserve
energy and that means a less expensive electric bill.

« Share your baking and if you're not a baker or don't feel like it this year,
attend the Cookie Walk.

« Go green! Ever thought about purchasing an arti cial tree? It can be
reused for years and you will be helping the environment. If you love a live
tree, how about buying a tree in a pot!  is is a tree which can be planted
in your yard a er Christmas. If neither one of these ideas appeal, at least
mulch and reuse the tree in your garden a er the holidays.

Let’s try to remember the true meaning of Christmas and express our grati-

tude for all the blessings we have been given.



AND FRIENDS
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psaim 128:5

Classic Christians (50+)

By Rev. George Leathrum

e United Methodist General Conference resolved at its 2008 meeting that
our churches should celebrate ministry with and for older adults in 2009. As we
prepare for this, we do so recognizing that (1) God created the whole of creation,
with the aging process as part of each life form. And God saw that it was good; (2)

e aging process involves the whole life span, from birth to death. e rstgrader
is more aged than the toddler; (3) God’s unconditional love is a part of the whole
of life, from birth to death, and is not dependent on society’s standards of worthi-
ness and usefulness; (4) e church, as Christ’s body in the world, is God’s hands
and feet, to bring about justice for all (Dr. Richard Gentzler Jr.). Our plan for 2009
is to build on past Classic Christian fellowship activities, expanding the number
of participants. Join us at 6:30 Pm on December 5™ in Weldin Hall to discuss your
ideas and suggestions for the new year — bring your favorite Christmas dessert!

Change at the Organ Bench

From the Staff-Parish Relations Committee

With gratefulness in our hearts for his long and rich ministry of music, the
church thanked and o ered best wishes in his retirement to our organist Merle
Knotts on November 23", with a recognition of his ministry in worship, the
presentation of gi s, and a special extended co ee hour in his honor. We pray
God’s richest blessings upon Merle as he goes forward to deal with his health
issues and enters this new phase in his life. If you were not able to see Merle
before his retirement, we encourage you to send him a card. His address is
1811 Capitol Trail, Newark, DE, 19711.

We're pleased to welcome our new organist, Sharon Williams, to our church
sta . Sharon is a familiar face, as she has been our regular substitute organist
over the past few years. Sharon has been playing the organ in churches since
the 1970’ — in churches such as Asbury UMC in New Castle and Hockessin
UMC in Hockessin. She is also currently the accompanist for the Cecil County
Choral Society. When you see Sharon, welcome her to her new position and
assure her of your prayers as she begins her music ministry among us!

Note of

By Cathy Gohlke

Many thanks to all at EUMC who purchased copies of my books, William
Henry is a Fine Name, and its newly released sequel, I Have Seen Him in the
Watchfires, on October 19" and 26™.  rough your generous support, do-
nations have been made from a portion of the proceeds to the Evangelism
Committee and to the missions ministries of United Methodist Women.

EUMC isagreat light in my life, and I am so very thankful for you all, for your
enthusiastic support of this writing journey and ministry, and for the many
ministries in our church through which we encourage each other and reach out
to a hurting world. I pray that my writing will be used of the Lord to do those
things too and ask your prayers again as | begin a new book. Please feel free to
contact me at (410) 392-3099 or visit my website at [www.cathygohlke.com] for
additional information or if you would like to purchase books for gi s.

anks to the EUMC Congregation

Happy 97
Birthday,
Catherine

Jones!
By Rev. Don Hurst

Catherine Jones
e g m will be celebrating
her 97" birthday
on Saturday, December 20™. She is
petite, spry, cheerful, and an avid
Phillies fan! A thoughtful and en-
gaging conversationalist, Catherine
lives with her nephew, Bill Dunn.
Since she has the distinction of being
EUMC'’s eldest member, we thought
you might want to send her a birth-
day card. Her address is P.O. Box 113,
Lewisville, PA, 19351.
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We are happy to announce
the following marriage!

Joshua Mellott & Shannon Poore

“A man leaves his father and mother
and is joined to his wife, and the two are
united into one.” EPHESIANS 5:31

We Welcome
Our Newest Members!

“You are welcome at my house.”
JUDGES 19:20

Amanda Boothe
Virginia Davidson
Donald Frye
Jonathan Gordon
Teresa Gordon
Craig Hasson
David Smith



‘ “He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverss 14:21 \
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“For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat...”
MATTHEW 25:35

Next Community Kitchen:
Friday, December 26t
Elkton Presbyterian Church
(served by EUMC youth!)

Interested in donating food?
Please contact Nancy Fetterolf
at (410) 398-5838.

REVISED
Newsletter Deadline

Due to the Christmas holiday,

the deadline for the January
newsletter is December 10t

Upcoming Baptism Dates

December 14
January 11"
February 15

To schedule a baptism, please call
Rev. Bunnell at (410) 398-0933.

Missions Update

By Faye Camors

ank you for your support of the wonderful Red Bird Mission Cra Fair! We
had over $3,500 in cra sales and an additional $400 in co ee sales. Everyone
felt that it was a tremendous success, even though we had such poor weather
on Saturday...we wish we could have done more for the people of Kentucky.

Don't forget that we will be selling Fair Trade Co ee gi baskets at the
Methodist Women's Cookie Walk on December 13" in Weldin Hall. What
more could you ask for — cookies and co ee!

e homeless shelter responsibilities are coming up, so if you feel called

to help, please contact Terri Lokey or myself. We were responsible for

anksgiving week, and we will be helping out for the weeks of December

15" and December 22", We will also be responsible for the week of March

9™, Just think of all the opportunities to give of yourself! Intake, hostessing,
overnights...just let us know what you would like to do!

It has been a busy, wonderful year, and | would like to say how blessed
we are to have received so much support from our congregation this year.
ank you!

Angel Tree Update

By Linda White

anks to all of you who chose agi  tag from the Angel Tree! We are always
very thankful for the wonderful response and support given by our church
members.

Gi swill be collected on Sunday, December 7™, and should be wrapped with
the angel tag on top. e gi s will then be packed with a Bible that week for
delivery to each family. If you are unable to bring your gi to church on this
Sunday, gi s can be brought to the church o ce during regular o ce hours.
Feel free to contact Linda White at (410) 392-0761 or [k-lwhite@comcast.net]
if you have any questions. Please keep the Melvin family in your prayers as they
prepare to deliver God's word along with your gi s to the sponsored families.

is is a truly rewarding ministry, and we thank God for all of you who have
participated with your generous gi s and prayers!

Christmas Bible QUiZ (answers are on page 6)

1

Which prophet said, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son”?
a) Isaiah b) Jeremiah c) Ezekiel d) Daniel

What does the name Emmanuel mean? a) God is for us b) God is with us c) God loves us d) God saves us

. What is the name of the angel who appeared to Mary? a) Uriel b) Raphael c) Michael d) Gabriel

e angel said to Mary that Jesus would reign over the house of which Old Testament character?
a) David b) Solomon c)Jacob d) Abraham

What is the name of Jesus’ cousin, born six months before him? a) James b) John c) Peter d) Joseph
Who sang, “My soul doth magnify the Lord”? a) Elisabeth b) Angels c) Mary d) Joseph
In what month of Elisabeth’s pregnancy did the angel appear to Mary? a) Fourth b) Fi h c) Sixth d) Seventh



‘ “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverss 22:6 \

Advent Workshop

By Melinda Grablis

Make Christmas memories at our Advent Workshop! Children of all ages are
invited to make Christmas ornaments in Weldin Hall on Sunday, December 7t",
a er the 11:00 Am service. We will have a light lunch before the ornament
making begins. If you are interested in attending, please bring a small plate of
sandwiches or a dessert. Drinks and chips will be provided.

Homemade ornaments are always great as gi s, or you can hang them on
your own tree. Either way, they're sure to be cherished for years to come. Sign
up for this event through your child’s Sunday School teacher, or you can con-
tact me at (410) 620-2345 or [melindagrablis@comcast.net].

Follow at Star!
By Melinda Grablis

Our annual Christmas pageant will be held on Sunday December 14", at
4:00 PM in the sanctuary. is year we'll get to “Follow  at Star” as we hear
the story of our Savior’s birth as told by Matthew. e text will be brought to
life by some of our own little stars, with some music and dancing — it’s sure
to be unforgettable, so come out and enjoy the show! A erward, we'll have
dinner in Weldin Hall. If you would like to join us for dinner, please bring a
side dish or dessert (drinks and main course will be provided).

Care Packages for College
Students

Don't forget that the second college
package will be mailed on Sunday,
December 7. is will be their
Christmas package and will arrive
before nals!

Cub Scout News

Elkton's Pack 443 is look-
ing for boys in Grades 1
through 5 to join us. We o er experi-
ences that can only be had within
scouting and they last a lifetime! Please
visit us at [www.pack443elkton.org].

GLORY TO GOD
IN THE HIGHEST

Bible Quiz Answers

(from page 5)

and on earth 1. a) Isaiah

2. b) God is with us

P E A< E 3. d) Gabriel

4. c)Jacob
, AT/ 5. b)John
(l/?(/( y ()(}(/ {06// 6. c) Mary
TOWARD MEN 7. ¢) Sixth

Youth Con rmation Class
Set to Begin

By Rev. Karen Bunnell

e next youth con rmation
class will begin on Wednesday,
December 10", at 7:00 pMm with
dessert for the con rmands and their
parents in Weldin Hall. e class (for
youth 7" grade and older) is the path
to membership for young people
in the United Methodist Church.
Regular classes for the youth will
take place from 6:00 to 8:00 PM on
the rstand third Wednesdays of the
month (from January through May)
in Room 1.

e service of con rmation will
take place on Sunday, May 31%. All
eligible youth will receive a letter
aboutcon rmationfromRev.Bunnell
and Sandy Wherry. For additional
information, please contact either of
them in the church o ce.

Word Search Solution
(from back page)
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Solution to Cryptogram
(from back page)

You will be with child and give birth
to ason, and you are to give him the
name Jesus. Luke1:31



AND ACTIVITIES

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..” 1 Peter 3:8

“Come and Be Set Free” — First Annual Men's Gathering
By Michael Petkewec

“The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be
with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for you. So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.” - Luke 8:38-39

We can be set free regardless of the circumstances and situations. Men so
0 en do not have opportunities to deal with the issues facing our lives. Men
can o en lead lives of silent desperation or at the very least silent pain. Have
you ever been in a situation or circumstance in which you could not get free?
EUMC has decided it is time for men to make time for themselves.

Join us for a dynamic weekend from Friday evening (February 27, 2009)
through early a ernoon on Sunday, (March 1, 2009) for the 1%t Annual Men’s
Gathering and Come And Be Set Free. is will not be your typical men’s
retreat, since there will be opportunities to be actively engaged or you can just
rest and relax when you want to make it truly a ful lling experience. It will be a
non-denominational weekend of men gathering for prayer, praise, fellowship,
music, centering, learning, peace, and an exploration of how God can help
us Come And Be Set Free in our daily lives. e gathering will be at Camp
Pecometh in Centreville, Maryland, with check-in from 6-7:00 Pm on Friday
evening. e cost for the weekend-long event is $75 and includes all meals,
activities, and dormitory style accommodations.  ere are a few single rooms
available in case they are needed, but they may go fast!

Registration forms are available in the church bulletin, on the church web-
site, and across from Rev. Bunnell's o ce. Forms may be returned to EUMC,
Attention: EUMC Men's Gathering, 219 East Main Street, Elkton, MD 21921,
or dropped o at the church o ce. Please make checks payable to Elkton
United Methodist Church.

For more information, contact Michael Petkewec at (301) 367-8267 or Rev.
Don Hurst at EUMC. Early registration will help us prepare for this wonderful
event. We would like to have registrations in by February 1, 2009, but we will
take registrations a er that date as well. See you there!

UMC Circle Dinner Groups — Dine In or Dine Out
By Phyllis Bixler

e UMW Circle dinner groups are made up of 6 to 8 people who agree
to get together at least 4 times a year for dinner at each other’s homes. Each
participant brings a dish for the dinner and the host provides the main dish.
You don’t have to be a gourmet cook — you just need to enjoy food, fellowship
and fun! isisa great way to get to know people in the church better.

For those who are too busy to cook (or clean!), we have a “dining out” circle.
is group dines together at restaurants instead of hosting dinners in their
homes — perfect for busy working moms and dads.

If you are interested in joining one of the dinner circles, please send your
name, phone number, and email address to [phylbix@comcast.net] or call the
church o ce. A er the groups are formed, you will receive a call telling you
which group you are in and when the rst dinner will be held.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
By Rev. George Leathrum

With the onset of winter, it be-
comes harder to leave a warm bed so
early in the morning (but every good
thing requires a little sacri ce!), so
I challenge the men of our church
on the third Wednesday morning
of each month to set the alarm, get
up, scrape the windshield, and make
your way to the Elkton Diner for
breakfast. We gather at 6:30 Am for
devotions and discussion, and we are
on our way by 7:30 AM. Hope to see
you soon on one of these dates:
December 17" March 18®
January 21* April 15%
February 18"

Cecil County
Choral Society Concert

Tuesday, December 9t
7:30 Pm in the sanctuary

Reminder: 8" Annual
UMW Cookie Walk

By Nancy Stubbs,
UMW Secretary

Dont forget that the
UMW annual Cookie
Walk will be on
Saturday, December 13", at 8:30 AM
in Weldin Hall. We need volunteers
to bake cookies, and we need families
to come in and buy the cookies. We
look forward to your support of our
annual Cookie Walk!
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Church Staff O ceHours Sunday Worship Services

] Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Senior Pastor:

Karen F. Bunnell 8:00 AM - Noon 11:00 AmM - Noon

] 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Wednesday Prayer Service
Associate Pastor of 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM (Room 1)
Visitation Ministries:

Don Hurst Contact Information Sunday School (for all ages)
Children & Education Phor_1e. (410) 398-0933 9.45AM-10.45,-AM
Ministries Director: Email:  eumc@comcast.net Youth Fellowship

Melinda Grablis Website: www.elktonumc.org Sunday evenings: 6:00 PM
Youth & Young Adults
Ministries Director:

Sandy Wherry Decorating for Christmas!

Nursery Care Professional: \;V(I;E@I’ H (solution is on page 6)

Mary Ann Schmidt CANDLES FOUBHBCSSVENNAH
Secretary: EIQTEsl(\)/’[ITY TUROOACLECVOWDT

Kay Mortimer TREE NXLNNULSELBMAYVA

) ANGEL NLBDAEGTIUSDBDS ST CEE
Organist: LIGHTS YSLOBMPHITREENR

Sharon Williams BOUGHS JEYNWRERSJGNETW
Director of Music: MUSIC SLAAESMNCZLOFCU

Paul Deemer E&VI\E’%ONES RDTTOJWPTTIBCSAFP
Treasurer: PINE NEEDLES FENILIGHTSSTUSNP

William Vassalotti STAR UePVLXPENEGAUODI

POINSETTIA CNYIHNGOERYFMLN
Sexton: GARLAND RELTLEGNAVBNETETE
Donald Ewing BELLS INNYDNALRAGOQEFSJ

ADVENT CANDLES

CENTERPIECE PIKPOINSETTTIAORB

ORNAMENTS RPVSENOCENTIPSHTI

Bible Verse Cryptogram
(solution is on page 6)

LGF MRXX YU MRWK SKRXH NAH QRPU YRVWK WG N
IGA, NAH LGF NVU WG QRPU KRJ WKU ANJU ZUIFI.



