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From our pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor Decem ber 2009
What a great and touching time we’ve had together this fall! Celebrating Whats inside...
our 210" anniversary, remembering our loved ones who have passed away Advent Schedule............... 7
with the wonderful video put together by Deb Ingram, watching our delight- BaptiSms. .. .........ooooen... 2
ful children’s choir sing in their pajamas, seeing Francis Asbury (a.k.a. Paul Community Kitchen ........... 4
Deemer) appear in worship, hearing the wonderful choral/handbell/brass Growth Task Force. . .. .. ....... 3
music, and having our district superintendent preach! It's been a great fall! Guess Who. . ... 5
And now it promises to be a great December! As I look over the calendar, New Members. . ..o v v, 2
I look forward to so many things - lighting the Advent wreath each week, Sunday School. . ............... 6
hearing all of our musical groups offer their gifts, watching our children Sympathy. ... ..oooveeereninnn )
present their program, and most of all, gathering together on Christmas Word Puzzles 3
Eve for that most special of all worship experiences! We have so much as
a church for which to rejoice, for God has blessed us abundantly. And the What's happening...
best reason of all to rejoice is because of His greatest blessing — Jesus! I so Classic Christians Meeting
look forward to rejoicing with you all throughout this coming month, and December 4% ... 7
especially on Christmas Eve. Come, let us adore him together! Family Fun Night
December 5®................ 7
Choral Society Holiday Concert
. December 8®................ 1
W (@%u will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Red Bird Mission’s Craft Show
Luke 212 December 12-13". . .......... 7
: ' UMW Cookie Walk
December 12 ... ........... 7
Poinsettias for Christmas Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 13*™............... 6
Help decorate the church by plac- \ Community Kitchen
ing a poinsettia in honor of or in December 18"............... 4
memory of a loved one. The poin- Youth Group Progressive Dinner
settias will be in place on Sunday, . December 19t 5
December 20" through the worship Cecil County _ o
. . . Blue Christmas service
services on Christmas Eve, and can Choral Society A
be taken following the 9 p.m. wor- Holiday Concert December 20™............... 2
ship service. Christmas Eve Services
Cost of the poinsettias is $10 each. Tuesday, December 8 December 24™............... 7
Order forms will be in the pew racks 7:30 p.m. Youth Confirmation Class
in the sanctuary for the first three (EUMC sanctuary) January 37 ...l 5
Sundays of Advent (11/29, 12/6 and Rotating Homeless Shelter
12/13) or you can order one by call- January 18® ... ... ... ... 4

ing the church office.



“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psaim 128:5

Are you sad this Christmas?

If this year finds you sad at Christmas because of a loss of some kind (the loss
of aloved one, a job, or security) or because you're suffering (from a broken rela-
tionship or stress), then the Blue Christmas service may be very helpful for you.

The Blue Christmas service is a quiet, contemplative service to help those
who are dealing with the reality of living in sadness at what is supposed to be
“the most wonderful time of the year” It takes place on Sunday, December 20™,
at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. It is a time to remember the losses but also to find

MEMBERS L\ DA HEH\0N

comfort in the Prince of Peace, whose birth we celebrate together.

If you have questions or want additional information, please call Rev. Bunnell

in the church office.

Advent devotional books
By the Worship Committee

Advent devotionals will be available on Sunday,
November 29", at the Welcome Center. The
comprised of daily
submitted by EUMC members, are intended to
offer our congregation one way to keep focused on
God’s gift of salvation during the hustle and bustle
of the season. The devotional will also be available

devotionals,

on the church web site.
The Worship Committee

extends our
appreciation to the individuals who agreed to
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reflections

participate in this new venture for EUMC. We thank them
for sharing their faith through their gifts of writing!

With deepest sympathy

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted.” Matthew 5:4

We extend our heartfelt sympathy
to the families of:

Ruth Bryson
Cathy Cetinyan
Elsie Pierce

New Members

We welcome the newest members
into our church family!

Loretta Brockell
Bret Eddinger
Kelly Eddinger
Rebecca Friesner
Steven Potts
Daniel Svoboda
Doris Walton

“You are welcome at my house.”
JUDGES 19:20
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Looking for unsung heroes

The Stewardship Committee needs
your help selecting unsung heroes!
An unsung hero is someone who goes
above and beyond the call of duty
either inside or outside the church.

If you know of someone in our
church who is an unsung hero, please
let someone on the Stewardship
Committee know about him/her. On
the Sunday closest to Valentine’s Day,
we'll recognize them in worship.

Submit your nominees to the
committee via Rev. Bunnell in the
church office.

Offering envelopes for 2010

Your offering envelopes for 2010
will be available to be picked up
on Sundays in December. By you
picking them up instead of mailing
them, we save a considerable amount
of money in postage, so thank you!
Also, please note that the suggested
donation for the “initial offering”
envelope is $4.

Baptisms

We welcome our newest
baptized friends into the
Universal Body of Christ!

Kaleb Anthony Frank
Reese McKenzie Kirk
Gavin Joseph Troiani

Upcoming baptism dates

December 13*
January 10"
February 14

To schedule a baptism, call
Rev. Bunnell at (410) 398-0933.



“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverss 4:7

New procedure for getting newsletters

By the Communications, Finance and Stewardship Committees

There’s a big change coming in February 2010! Starting with the February
issue of The Beacon, it will not be sent to your home in the mail. It will be
available via our church web site [www.elktonumc.org]. We will notify you
through the Sunday bulletin when the newsletter is on the site and ready to be
viewed. This cost-cutting measure will save our church thousands of dollars
every year, because our current procedure uses glossy, heavy-weight paper,
special color toner for the copier, a per-page charge for copying, and then the
postage for each piece that is sent. It's also much better for the environment!

We realize that some people do not have computers, so we will have a supply of
printed copies available on the table across from Rev. Bunnell’s office each month.
We will still be mailing a few out to shut-ins and others who may need them .

Please call the office if you need to have a printed copy sent. We thank you
in advance for receiving this change, and for helping our church cope with the
ever-changing financial climate.

Music ministries
By Sharon Williams, Coordinator of Music Ministries

Wow! What a great weekend we had celebrating our 210™ anniversary. The
Johannes Brass concert was well attended and well received. We are planning
more concerts in the months ahead. Thank you to all the musicians who par-
ticipated in our worship services on November 15", The music was absolutely
beautiful.

Now moving on to Christmas Eve...The Senior Choir would like to invite
anyone who would like to sing with us for the 7:30 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. services
on Christmas Eve to join us for 3 rehearsals: (1) 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 16%; (2) 10:00 to noon on Saturday, December 19%; and (3) 6:30-
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 23™. We know it is a busy time for every-
one, but what a wonderful way to support our music program and to celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ.

The 2" annual men’s gathering - Why real men love God!
By Michael Petkewec

The second annual men’s gathering will focus on how men can sustain a
relationship with God. It will be a time for men to join together for music, fun,
relaxation, fellowship, good food, and worship. The gathering will be at Camp
Pecometh in Centreville, MD, on March 5-7 (check-in from 6:00-7:00 p.m. on
Friday). The $75 cost includes all meals, activities, and dormitory style accom-
modations. All Christian men throughout the region are invited.

The Core Guidance Team planning this non-denominational event is com-
prised of members of Elkton United Methodist Church, St. Andrews Catholic
Church, Elkton Presbyterian Church, and Providence United Methodist Church.

Registration forms will be available in the church bulletin periodically, on the
church web site [www.elktonumc.org] and across from Rev. Bunnell’s office.
For more information, contact Michael Petkewec at (301) 367-8267 or Rev.
Don Hurst at EUMC. We would like to have registrations in by February 1*.

Growth Task Force update

By Joe Tanner

A condition of the Town Planning
Commission’s preliminary approval
of our addition plan was that we
reach an agreement with our neigh-
bors on the site and building design
to accommodate their needs to ac-
cess the rear of their properties. We
met and worked out some changes to
the site that will meet their needs but
will have some affect on the design.

The building will be moved five
feet closer to High Street to allow
for a five foot landscaped buffer on
the back of the addition and a paved
driveway. This will also add five feet
to the interior of the addition where
it connects to the existing building
and will affect the parking lot plan.

Anticipating construction begin-
ning in the spring of 2010, we are
investigating financing to accom-
modate construction cash flow.
Numbers indicate the pledged
amount still falls short of the total
amount required.

Check out the following web site
to see the church addition project:
[http://sites.google.com/a/clark-
designgrouparchitects.com/eumc/].

Pledge cards

If you have not turned in your
financial pledge card for 2010, please
do so as soon as possible via the of-
fering plate or by dropping it by the
church office.
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‘ “He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverss 14:21 \

Two EUMC members travel to Mississippi
By Ted McDowell

Bill Alphin and Ted McDowell had a great experience in
Mississippi. After a drive of over 1,100 miles, they arrived at
Camp Hope, which is located at Vancleave United Methodist
Church in Vancleave, Mississippi. Camp Hope has dormitory
style living quarters, as well as a warehouse from which vol-
unteers are able to get needed tools and supplies. The church’s
tellowship hall is used for meals.

Ted and Bill joined a group of 30 men and women from the
Central Pennsylvania Conference for the week. God provided
perfect weather — sunny, with temperatures in the 70s. It is
hard to believe that there is still so much work left to be done
more than four years after Hurricane Katrina. Five teams
worked on such tasks as repairing and replacing floors, ceil-

Photo by Bill Alphin

ings, roofs, and plumbing in several different houses. In addition, while others worked on the roof, Bill and Ted installed
windows and doors in a new house that is being built to replace one that was destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

The team was blessed to be able to assist in the ongoing disaster relief effort. We know that the congregation of Elkton
UMC lifted us in prayer throughout the week. Those prayers gave us the strength to perform each of our assigned tasks.

Rotating Homeless Shelter
By Terri Lokey

We want to thank everyone who supported the Rotating Homeless Shelter
during November. With the help of our youth group, Girl Scout troop, singing
groups, hosts/hostesses, cooks, and individuals/families, we hosted up to 30
people nightly during our week at First Assembly of God. The clients were so
appreciative of the blessings they received during that week.

EUMC is hosting a second week during the week of January 18", and we still
need many volunteers. We will also be collecting donations of snacks, cereal,
milk, orange juice, powdered drinks and laundry detergent, all of which can
be placed in the tub near Rev. Bunnell’s office.

Please visit the schedule posted on the Missions Committee board to sign
up, or contact Faye Camors or Terri Lokey if you would like to assist during
that week.

&\g[ P the &> Thanks for the phone cards!

i Thank you for supporting our
Help Center N = troops wit)}rl the gift ofp II))honegcards.
Thanks to the generosity of so many
people, we were able to send over
14,500 minutes worth of phone cards
to chaplains via the UMC’s General
Board of Higher Education and
Ministry.

On the 1% Sunday of each month,
the Missions Committee will be
collecting non-perishable food
items for the Help Center. Please
bring donations to the welcome
center area on December 6!

FAIR TRADE
COFFEE

will be available for purchase
after each worship service on the
second Sunday of each month:

December 13t

[CoMMUNTTY]

“Itell you the truth, whatever you
did for one of the least of these
brothers of mine, you did for me.”
MATTHEW 25:40

Next Community Kitchen:

December 18"
(at the Presbyterian Church)

If you are interested in donating
food for the Community Kitchen,
please contact Nancy Fetterolf
at (410) 398-5838.
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YOUTH GROUP
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PsaLm 25:5

Youth confirmation class set to begin in January

Any youth in grades 7 and above are invited to take part in this year’s Youth
Confirmation Class. This membership class for youth will begin with an ori-
entation luncheon meeting for the confirmands and their families on Sunday,
January 3", immediately following the 11:00 service (lunch will be provided).
Regular classes will then be held on the first and third Wednesday nights of
each month from January through May 2010 from 6:00-8:00 p.m. in Room 1.

The service of confirmation will take place on Pentecost Sunday, May 23
The classes will be led by Rev. Bunnell and Sandy Wherry. All eligible youth
will be receiving a letter in the mail very soon along with a response card to
be sent back to the church office. For more information, contact either Rev.
Bunnell or Mrs. Wherry in the church office.

Youth group news
By Sandy Wherry

The youth group will work with our church family to help with dinner on
December 5" during our Family Fun Night. We will also spend some time help-
ing to make ornaments following dinner.

I encourage all youth members to attend the Children’s Christmas Program and
dinner on December 13" at 4:00 p.m.

We will meet on December 19" at 4:30 p.m. to start our progressive dinner
evening. The evening will climax at Ron and Nancy Fetterolf’s house after des-
sert. Parents should come for their youth members at 10:00 p.m.

There has been a request to go caroling again this year. We will check to see how
many are interested. We invite our young adults to come with us. A date will be
set after we see who is interested.

Youth handbell choirs starting in January!
By Deb Ingram

If you have not already signed up for the youth bell choir, it’s not too late!
We are still working on organizing the two youth bell choirs, which will be for
4™h-5" graders and 6™-12™ graders. So far, we have six 4™-5" graders signed up
and two 6"-12 graders, so we still need more people!

Rehearsal times for the 4"-5" grade bell choir will be 8:45-9:30 a.m. on
Sundays (right before Sunday School), and 12:15-1:00 p.m. on Sundays for the
6™"-12" grade bell choir (right after church). There won’t be any homework or
practicing for you to do at home, so the time commitment is only 45 minutes
a week, plus an occasional performance at a church service.

We have decided to wait until January to begin our rehearsals, when
hopefully everyone’s schedules will be calmer. The exact date of the kick-off/
informational meeting for youth and parents will be announced in upcoming
bulletins.

If you would like to sign up for one of the youth bell choirs or have ques-
tions, please email Deb Ingram at [BriDebIngram@comecast.net] or call her at
(505) 379-1422.

College packages

By Andee McKenica

College Outreach
will send their
second mailing
on December 6™.
The care packages
should reach our
students during exam time.

Snack suggestions are ramen soup,
pretzels, hot chocolate, trail mix,
cookies or anything chocolate! Any
size donation will be greatly appreci-
ated. The collection box will be on the
bench in the hospitality area. Thanks
for all your support.

Young adult news
By Sandy Wherry

If you would be interested in a
Bible study comparing the gospels
during the months of December and
January, please sign up at the table
near Rev. Bunnell’s office.

If you are interested in participat-
ing in a progressive dinner during
the week between Christmas and
New Year’s, please sign up at the table
near the welcome center.

We are planning a ski trip in
January. If you have a date in mind
and a favorite mountain within a few
hours drive, please contact me so we
can make reservations.

GUESS WHO!

This man with
the green thumb
still has a twinkle
in his eye.

(answer on page 6)
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“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverss 22:6

10 gospel promises for later life

By Rev. Don Hurst, Associate Pastor of Visitation Ministries

Mounting a Harley recently taught me that I am not as agile as I used to
be. My Yamaha scooter is a lot easier. So I decided that I needed to learn a lot
more about growing older. I started by listening more to people my age and
older, and I also began reading on this subject. I am astounded by what I am
learning especially from 10 Promises for Later Life by Jane Marie Thibault. It is
by far the best book I have read thus far.

If you would like to take part in this learning with me, you may begin by
signing up across the hall from Rev. Bunnell’s office. Remember, 10 Promises
for Later Life beginning in February. The classes will be offered on a weekday
during the day time. Signing up may be the most cherished Christmas present
you can give your family, and friends as well as yourself.

Our annual Christmas pageant
By Melinda Grablis

Travel back in time to merry old England this Christmas as we present
“Scrooge.” This play is based on the Charles Dickens classic and is sure to
entertain as well as deliver the poignant Christmas message of hope. Don’t
miss this exciting production on December 13™ at 4:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
The kids have worked very hard, so please come and be blessed. We will serve
a potluck dinner after the show. Drinks and a main course of ham will be
provided; please bring a side dish or dessert. A sign-up sheet will be in the
main hallway across from the church office.
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Looking ahead to January

Sermon Series

Because of the enthusiastic
response to “the Gospel in Great
Movies” sermon series offered last
May, Rev. Bunnell is planning “the
Gospel in Great Movies, Act II”
for most of the Sundays in January.
Come and see how faith and film
intersect!

January Newsletter

A very scaled-down version of
the newsletter for January will be
included in the Christmas letter
mailing later this month. Please
submit any must-see articles to
the church office no later than
December 5%.

Couples dinner
By Sandy Wherry

We will host our annual wedding
feast on February 12" at 6:00 p.m.
Child care, dinner and activities will
be provided, so the parents can have
a quiet candlelight evening together.
Please reserve a spot in advance so we
will know how much to prepare.

€

uess Who” Answer

The young lad is Dave Pugh!



SPECIAL EVENTS

AND ACTIVITIES

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..’

Advent and Christmas at Elkton UMC

Sunday,
December 13"

Sunday,
December 20%

Christmas Eve
Thursday,
December 24%

Sunday,
December 27"

Sunday, 1* Sunday of Advent
November 29" | « Regular morning worship schedule
Sunday 2" Sunday of Advent
. « Regular morning worship schedule with
th
December 6 communion
3 Sunday of Advent

« Regular morning worship schedule with baptisms
e 4:00 p.m. — Childrens Christmas Program

4™ Sunday of Advent

« Regular morning worship schedule

e 3:00 p.m. — Blue Christmas Service

6:00 p.m. — Family Worship Service (no sermon)
7:30 and 9:00 p.m. — Identical Candlelight Services
10:00 p.m. - Silent Communion

Regular morning worship schedule

There’s a new UMW Circle in Town!

By Faye Camors

The Priscilla Circle, the UMW'’s newest circle, will meet on the fourth Thurs-
day of the month and would love to have new members. Join us at 6:00 p.m.
in Weldin Hall, and bring a bag supper (as opposed to a bag lunch).

The members of our group have seen a need for casual transportation. As our
service, we have chosen to be the hands and feet of Christ. If you have trouble
getting around or getting transportation, we are offering transportation to and
from any type of appointments or errands. We will run to the pharmacy for
you, or maybe you have the flu and just cannot get an errand done, please call
us and give us an opportunity to help. Contact Faye Camors at (410) 441-0994

or Sandy Wherry (443) 309-0160.

Classic Christians
December meeting

All Classic Christians (50%) are
encouraged to attend the December
meeting on Friday, December 4", at
6:30 p.m. in Weldin Hall.

Please bring a holiday dessert
to share and come prepared to
brainstorm and plan the Classic
Christians’ schedule for 2010. A
sign-up sheet is on the table across
from Rev. Bunnell’s office.

Men’s fellowship breakfast

By Rev. George Leathrum

Remember that the third Wednesday
of each month is when the men of our
church gather for breakfast. We look
forward to seeing you at the Elkton
Diner at 6:30 a.m. Come for fellow-
ship, a time of devotions, and a good
breakfast.

December 16%
January 20

RED BIRD
MISSION'’S

CRAFT SHOW

Saturday, December 12
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
ard

Sunday, December 13"
(before & after services)

United Methodist Women
Cookie Walk

Saturday, December 12t
Weldin Hall
Begins at 8:30 a.m. and
lasts until cookies are gone!

Family fun night
By Melinda Grablis

Dont forget to join us at our
Family Fun Night on December 5"
at 5:30 p.m. in Weldin Hall. We will
be making Christmas ornaments
and crafts - give them as gifts or
keep them to decorate your home for
the season. A spaghetti dinner will
be served; please feel free to bring a
salad or dessert.

A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin
board outside the church office. Sign-
ups can be emailed to Melinda Grablis
at [melindagrablis@comcast.net].



D A place to
know Jesus,
be known by
Jesus, and
make Him
known to
others”

CONTACT INFORMATION

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933

Email: eumc@comcast.net

Web site: www.elktonumc.org
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SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

SUNDAY ScHooL (ALL AGES)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

YouTH FELLOWSHIP
Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

ANGEL
BABY JESUS

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Eriday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

WEDNESDAY PRAYER SERVICE
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Room 1)
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WISE MEN

“OMF CABNAG XAWW YF XAOM TMAWS EGS XAWW
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