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From the pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

I was in a meeting with some county leaders the other day and, during the
course of our discussion, we were talking about something that happened in
the early 70s, and one of the people at that meeting — a leader of a huge agency
in our county - told us she wasn't even born then! She was born in 1975. Oh,
that made most of us in that meeting feel pretty old!

Times flies, doesn’t it? And here we are, standing on the brink of a whole
new year! What’s the moral of this story? Cherish every moment you have, for
life flies by pretty fast!

So my prayer is that you will cherish every moment of this new year. May
it be filled with times of great joy for you, and may you find meaning and
contentment in the things you do, and strength and perseverance for the
things that will challenge you. Most of all, may this new year of 2009 find you
drawing closer and closer to God and to those you love with each passing day!
I look forward to journeying with you through 2009, and I can’t wait to see
what God has in store for us!

Joy of Faith weekend

By Joe Tanner

On Saturday and Sunday, February 7-8, we will celebrate the Joy of Faith
with food, prayer, fellowship, and entertainment. The weekend kicks off on
Saturday morning with small group gatherings for breakfast, discussion, fel-
lowship and prayer. Sign-up sheets for these gatherings will be available start-
ing January 17%.

Saturday evening’s festivities will begin with a delicious dinner at 5:30 in
Weldin Hall. Tickets for the dinner are $4 for children and $7 for adults and
can be purchased on January 17*, 24", and 31*. Following dinner, entertain-
ment begins at 7:00 with hilarious ventriloquist Ryan and Friends whose fam-
ily show brings the house down with side-splitting comedy. Ryan’s pals include
Ardy, a skunk; Harold & Irene, some old friends; and Jeffrey, the 8-year-old
self-proclaimed star of the show.

On Sunday morning, we will continue to celebrate the Joy of Faith through
worship at both services.
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“...and guide our feet into the way of peace.”,,, .,




‘ “So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.” Acts 16:5 \
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News from the trustees

The trustees have been busy sprucing up the church building. Have you no-
ticed at night that the steeple lights are back on? The fire department used one
of their trucks and replaced the bulbs in the steeple for us! New tiles have been
replaced in the ceilings of Weldin Hall. The back stairway is getting a face lift
with the railing being repaired, cracks sealed, and painting completed. Weldin
Hall and the boiler room are now dry as a bone, thanks to much hard work.
The floors in Weldin Hall were buffed and now sparkle. These are just a few of
the updates that have taken place during the past month.

The trustees are asking everyone not to store leftover food in the kitchen
refrigerators. Please take leftovers with you or drop them off at the homeless
shelter for others to enjoy.

The Board of Trustees would like to thank outgoing members Judy Tanner,
Chris Gustafson, and Terri Lokey for their service for the past three years.

Checklist for room straightening after meetings/classes:

As a friendly reminder, here is a list of 10 things that need to be done before
leaving a room after a meeting and/or a Sunday School class:

1. Turn all lights off when you leave the room.

Put all papers in trash cans.

Put books where they belong.

Put furniture back where it should be.

Close all windows.

Turn air conditioner or heat off or back to where it was.

Turn off all fans.

Clean up and/or store all food and drinks in air-tight containers.
Take down old fliers or notices as soon as an event is over (no fliers or
postings should be on the wall from the elevator to the front door).
10. No scotch tape on walls — post signs on bulletin boards or windows.
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Thank you for helping us to keep our church looking nice!

Offering envelopes

If you use offering envelopes, you'll notice that the first envelope in the box
entitled “Initial Offering” covers the cost of the envelopes themselves. The
suggested offering amount to cover this cost is $4. We appreciate you helping
out in this way!

Men’s fellowship breakfast

By Rev. George Leathrum

The men of our church are invited
to a fellowship breakfast on the third
Wednesday of each month. We meet
at the Elkton Diner at 6:30 AM for
breakfast, devotions and discussion,
and we are on our way by 7:30 AM.

Hope to see you soon on one of
these dates:
January 21*
February 18"

March 18®
April 15

New Member Orientation Class

If you're interested in becoming a
member of Elkton UMC, you're
invited to take part in the next
New Member Orientation Class.

Sunday, January 18
5:00 PM
(Room 1)

To register, call the church office
or see one of the pastors.

Guess Who?

This young lady grew up to
win an award for her “fine
name.

(see page 6 for the answer)



“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverss 4:7

Communication with
compassion
By Rev. Don Hurst

Communication with compassion
is an art, not a science. There is no
formula to mechanically go through
the motions and then have every-
thing work out fine but, fortunately,
it can be experienced and learned.

Our Telecare Ministry Team
invites persons who are interested
in participating in learning about
communication with compassion to
attend the first 30 minutes of each
monthly meeting which begins at
10:00 AM on the first Wednesday of
each month in Room 1. The rest of
Telecare’s meeting is dedicated to re-
porting and learning from practicing
this communication.

The approach used by Telecare for
communicating with compassion is
based upon four principles: atten-
tion, acknowledgement, affection
and acceptance. These principles are
applicable to communication in any
situation. Telecare team members
do not memorize things to do or not
to do, but understand being with
people, especially those who suffer or
who may be lonely or homebound.
It takes time, practice, perseverance
and humility, but the result is the de-
velopment of a new skill and a deeper
insight into life than ever imagined.

You are invited to participate with
our Telecare Ministry Team in these
sessions designed basically to help
participants to communicate the
love of God. This promises to be an
astoundingly rewarding and great
learning experience applicable to all
of life. You are invited to participate
and learn to practice this art form.

Four “gifts” of tough financial times
By Mike Schmook on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

On December 1%, the government finally concluded what so many of us have
already suspected: our country is in a recession. So this message is about gift-
getting instead of gift-giving, more specifically, gifts that are available to you
during tough financial times.

GIFT OF TIME. As your family looks at fewer entertainment dollars, experi-
ence more time together as a family by playing games, baking bread (or other
time intensive recipes), reading, hiking, or planning a fantasy vacation via the
Internet. Most of all, talk and enjoy the company of those you love.

GIFT OF APPRECIATION. Whether you can ride out this current financial
storm or you are becoming one of its victims, we can all learn to appreci-
ate what we have. There are people nearby who aren’t sure where their next
basket of groceries or their children’s next pair of shoes will come from. Your
financial status is not permanent, so you can either look back to the good ol¢’
days, look forward to better days, or just appreciate all that you have now. It
has been better, and it will be better again.

GIFT OF PATIENCE. Remember the credit plan of the 1970s? It was called lay-
away. We all have the temptation to want it now (no waiting), but this need for
instant gratification comes at a price — about 24% APR on credit charges! Save
for your purchase, so it belongs to you when you take it out the door. Saving is
a great lesson for our children, too.

GIFT OF HEALTH. Consider the benefit of fewer high-calorie restaurant meals,
more water instead of soda, less snacking between meals, smaller servings of
food to stretch the groceries, or more walking to save gas. You don’t need a
gym membership to become more active. As those in the Walking for Wellness
program have learned, 10-30 minutes of walking a day will add up quickly.

Save the date for a spring clothing exchange
By Mike Schmook on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship Committee will sponsor a one-day clothing exchange this
spring. Clean clothes in good condition will be gathered and displayed for shar-
ing. Children, in particular, outgrow their clothes before they wear them out, so
let’s give those clothes a second life. We will also share our collection with those
in the neighborhood who would benefit from what we no longer need.

Don’t bring anything to church now - just set aside clothes that are a little
short or alittle tight. Eventually, we will call for clothes on hangers or otherwise
ready to share. No toys, purses, housewares, books or linens - just clothing!
More information will be available soon.

Help start a new UMW circle
By Faye Camors

Sandy Wherry and Faye Camors invite you to help organize a new circle that
hasn't even chosen a name yet. Join them at 6:00 PM at the Camors’ residence
on January 22" for a light dinner and discussion about a name, activities, and
meeting times. Please RSVP to Faye Camors at (410) 392-5548 or [flyaway723@
comcast.net] if you are able to attend.



AND FRIENDS
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psaim 128:5

Recognizing incoming and outgoing leaders

We give God thanks and praise for the outgoing leaders who have faithfully served our church in leadership positions
this past year and have completed their terms of service. We pray for them now as they move on to other pathways
of service in our church. We also give God thanks and praise for the incoming leaders who have agreed to serve on
committees in our church for the coming year(s). Please pray for them and the committee members already serving as
they offer their time, talents, gifts, service, and witness to Christ through our church.

Committee Outgoing Leaders Incoming Leaders
Administrative Council | Chairperson ............ Gretchen Ginder |Chairperson.................. Doug Gaus
Members-at-large .......... Buddy Camors | Vice-Chairperson ........ Bethany Buckley
Paul Schneider |Members-at-large ............ Sandy Lewis
Barb Tenney Andee McKenica
Gerry Treese
Annual Conference Members .................. Rick Ceresini |Members ............... Mary Lou Parker
Judy and Dave Pugh Carol and Roger Robinson
Communications Chairperson................... Tim Webb |Members..................... Tim Sluder
Committee Members. ................... Gifford Biles Barb Vogt
Tom Blackiston Kay Mortimer
Joanna Beam Deb McDowell
Lay Leadership Members. ................. Krista Gilmore |Members................ Marge Campbell
(Nominating) Michael Petkewec Jeanette Perkins
Keith McKenica
Member Care Committee | Members................ Charlie Campbell |[Members................... Sharlene Lyle
Megan Petkewec Mike Noll
Michael Petkewec Laurie Slater
Barb Pinder Gail Garber
Missions Committee Chairperson................. Faye Camors |Chairperson............... Ted McDowell
Members. ................. Sandy Howard |Members................... Katie Mitchell
Cindy Healy Alison McKenica
Mary Ann Schmook Susan Starrett
Connor O’Malley
Staff-Parish Relations Chairperson.............. Keith McKenica |Chairperson................ Linda Griffith
Committee Members. ................... Linda Carey |Members................. Sandi Anderson
Sonny Tenney Joanna Beam
Vivian Gaz Ben Carlson
Stewardship Committee | Former chairperson ....... Angela Williams |Members................. Glenna DeRose
Members.................. Mike Schmook Cheryl Fehlman
Bethany Buckley Robin Lewis
Board of Trustees Co-chairperson .............. Judy Tanner |Members................ Sheila Hendricks
Members. ................ Chris Gustafson Dave Sentman
Terri Lokey and Bob Johnson Christina Dant
Evangelism Committee Members............... Veronica Marshall
Chris Sickles
Finance Committee Vice-Chairperson .......... Buddy Camors
Members. ................... Sandy Smith
Lorraine Jones
Growth Task Force Member................. ... Greg Dant
Worship Committee Co-chairpersons ........... Krista Gilmore
Michael Petkewec
Members-at-large ............ Barb Tenney
Murray Thompson




‘ “He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverss 14:21 \

“Twas the season for giving — and you gave so much!

The leaders of the many special projects and committees who asked for your help over the past few months would like

to express their sincerest and heartfelt appreciation for your generous support. The following list is a reminder of how
much the congregation of EUMC reached out during the holidays to help others!

A very special thank you to:

Rebekah Circle stuffs 160 Christmas candy bags Next Community Kitchen:

The Rebekah Circle stuffed 160 candy bags that were distributed at the

those who helped out with the Meeting Ground annual Thanksgiving dinner, feeding nearly 300 people!

the many individuals and groups who helped during EUMC’s week to host the rotating homeless shelter during
the week of Thanksgiving. Volunteers helped with the intake process, helped with laundry and donated quarters,
were evening and overnight hosts and hostesses, donated and prepared food, served meals, and donated paper
products. We provided 190 bed nights and 3 meals a day for an average of 28 clients during the week. More than
400 volunteer hours were logged in order to make this week happen!

all who knitted and crocheted scarves for the homeless — we collected 65 scarves! Of them, 28 were distributed
to visitors of the rotating homeless shelter during EUMC’s host week in November. The remaining scarves were
donated to area shelters.

all who donated phone cards for our troops — we collected over 13,000 minutes of phone cards this year!

all who donated hats, scarves, mittens and other warm items for the Help Center!

all who filled shoe boxes for boys and girls who need some care this Christmas — we filled 35 shoe boxes! Cecil County
churches filled a total of 2,562 shoe boxes, which were distributed to children in 100 countries around the world.
all who participated in the Angel Tree project and shared love with children of incarcerated parents!

all who contributed goodies for the college care packages - the students loved them!

all who baked cookies for the UMW cookie walk - and to all who purchased them!

all who shopped at the Red Bird Mission craft fair — you touched many lives of those in need!

our wonderful children who presented an equally wonderful Christmas program, and to all who attended and
supported them (and, of course, everyone who helped organize the program)!

all those who contributed so much in making our Advent/Christmas worship experiences so meaningful:
musicians, worship leaders, readers, ushers, greeters, hospitality hosts, Advent wreath lighters, nativity scene
helpers, those who decorated the sanctuary with the greens and the poinsettias, those who helped with
communion, and those who served as parking lot attendants. We couldn’t have done it without each one of you!

Next rotating homeless shelter: March 9-15
The next week for EUMC to host the rotating homeless shelter is March 9-15 . 0 . M . N . T .

at the First Assembly of God. If you are interested in helping, please contact “For I was hungry and you
Faye Camors at (410) 392-5548 or [flyaway723@comcast.net]. gave me something to eat..”
MATTHEW 25:35

January 23*
at the
Elkton Presbyterian Church

Interested in donating food?
Please contact Nancy Fetterolf
at (410) 398-5838.
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Community Kitchen Christmas dinner!



‘ “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverss 22:6 \

Adult Sunday School

By Melinda Grablis

Looking for an adult Sunday School class? Join the “In the Light of Faith”
class in the parlor for NOOMA, a series of short films that explore our world
through the teachings of Jesus. Join the discussion, search, question, and en-
gage on what matters most. Topics included in the series are: “Where’s God
when life isn’t going like we want it to?” “Does prayer really help?” “Why is it
sometimes hard to forgive?” New topics are introduced weekly, and there is no
study or reading to do before class. Come to Sunday School and be blessed!

Youth confirmation class begins

The first class session for this year’s youth confirmation class will take place
in Room 1 on Wednesday, January 7", from 6-8:00 PM. Youth in grades 7
and older are invited to take part. The classes are held on the first and third
Wednesday evenings of each month from January through May. The youth
will be confirmed on Sunday, May 31*. For more information or to sign up for
the classes, please contact Rev. Bunnell or Sandy Wherry in the church office.

What is a rebelutionist?
By Sandy Wherry

“What is a rebelutionist?” It is a cross between a rebellious teen and a revolu-
tionary. The difference is that a rebelutionist is a teen who is rebelling against
the cultural trends of their own generation. They are refusing to be defined by
an ungodly, rebellious culture. These teens are trying to combat teen apathy
and ignorance, especially in those teens who are Christian. They wish to take a
stand for teens to be responsible - to use their adolescence to grow into respon-
sible adults. Without that, they claim that teenage apathy morphs into another
stage: the kidult, a person between 18 and 25 who lives at home and waftles
between jobs.

The rebelutionists are trying to build character in themselves and those
around them. They believe that teens have been crippled by low expectations.
They think teens need to develop character by using their teen years as a “pe-
riod in which to prepare for adulthood” instead of the mind-set that the teen
years are for goofing off. To quote one of these teens, “We’ve got to stop being
brain-dead, walking around with cell phones in our ears like pacifiers”

These rebelutionists feel that we need to reach teens with compassion without
compromising the truth - the truth of Jesus Christ. They feel that Christian
teens today face a “deadness to spiritual things” while conforming to the world
in the areas of music, movies and books. These teens believe that we need to
help change hearts; we need to evangelize by speaking the gospel as Jesus would
while showing the same compassion that Jesus showed - not condemning
people unnecessarily but by being honest in love and expecting our Christian
friends to change because they are willing to act on their beliefs and stand up
for what they believe. They want to make people think. Do you agree with their
assessment of teens today? Are you willing to stand up for what you believe?
Email me [slwherry@comcast.net], and let me know what you think.

Cub Scouts

Elktons Pack 443 is
looking for boys in Grades
1 through 5 to join us. If inter-
ested, please contact Karen Kuhn at
[kkuhn@pack443elkton.org]. Visit us
at [www.pack443elkton.org].

Upcoming Baptism Dates

January 11"
February 15
March 15

To schedule a baptism, please call
Rev. Bunnell at (410) 398-0933.
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Solution to Cryptogram
(from back page)

Turn from evil and do good; then
you will dwell in the land forever.
Psaim 37:27

“Guess Who” answer
= § = |

The lady is Cathy Gohlke,
author of William Henry
Is A Fine Name and [
Have Seen Him in the
Watchfires.



AND ACTIVITIES

“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..” 1 Peter 3:8

“Come and be set free” - First annual men’s gathering
By Michael Petkewec

Join us for the first annual men’s gathering and “come and be set free”
during a dynamic weekend from Friday evening through Sunday afternoon,
February 27" through March 1%. This will not be your typical men’s retreat,
since there will be opportunities to be actively engaged, or you can just rest
and relax when you want to make it a truly fulfilling and spiritual experience.
Christian men from different churches all over the region will gather for this
non-denominational weekend of prayer, praise, fellowship, music, centering,
learning, peace, and an exploration of how God can help us “come and be set
free” in our daily lives.

The cost for the weekend-long event is $75 and includes all meals, activities,
and dormitory style accommodations. Registration forms are available in the
church bulletin, on the church website [www.elktonumc.org], and across from
Rev. Bunnell’s office on the table. Forms may be dropped off at the church of-
fice or mailed to EUMC, Attn: EUMC Men’s Gathering, 219 East Main Street,
Elkton, MD 21921. Please make checks payable to Elkton United Methodist
Church.

For more information, contact Michael Petkewec at (301) 367-8267 or Rev.
Don Hurst at the church office. We would like to have registrations in by
February 1*, but we will take registrations after that date as well.

New women’s circle:

The Dorcas Sisters
By Sandi Anderson

“In the city of Joppa, there was a follower
named Dorcas. She was always doing good
deeds and kind acts. They showed Peter the
shirts and coats Dorcas had made.”

ACTS 9:36,39

The Dorcas Sisters are a group of
women gathering together to support
each other through prayer, fellowship,
spiritual study, and the sharing of tal-
ents and gifts. We share thoughts and
| ideas as we knit, crochet, and do other
handiwork. We help each other spiri-
tually as well as with sewing skills.

The Dorcas Sisters meet every other
Wednesday in each other’s homes.
Some of our group recently made
scarves for the homeless shelter. We
worked on a shawl project last month, and we will be making blankets and
hats for ill children during January.

If you enjoy handiwork and would like friendship, spiritual uplifting, or a good
laugh, this group would be right for you! Contact Sandi Anderson at (410) 378-
3773 or [janderson6@verizon.net] for further information.

Trip to NC for Classic

Christians and friends
By Sandi Anderson

Our group is going on a spring trip
to Ashville and the Biltmore in North
Carolina. The dates are May 18-21.

The tour package will include
transportation, baggage handlingand
gratuities, 3 nights lodging, 3 break-
fasts, 2 lunches, and 3 dinners, (one
at Carolina Nights Dinner Show),
tours of Ashville, Biltmore (estate,
garden, and winery), Cherokee
Indian Museum, and Chimney Rock
Park, Great Smokey Mountain rail-
road train ride, and a twilight cruise
of Lake Lure.

The cost of this tour package is
$519 per person (double occupancy)
or $638 (single occupancy).

Please call John or Sandi Anderson
at (410) 378-3773, it you would like
to sign up. A deposit of $100 will be
due by February 1*. Final payment
will be due at the end of March.

Flyers with all details of the trip
will be available after the holidays.

Classic Christians
Game Night
January 16"

6:00 PM

Potluck dinner
(games will be provided)

Bring a dish and enjoy the fun!

Save the date:

February 20"
Show & Tell/Potluck Dinner
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Katherine Gravatt
Edward Lynerd
Kevin Wyatt
Ryan Hoffman
Pamela Kistenmacher
Sandra Lavelle
Rita Norman
Vivian Gaz
Donald Ewing
Jessica Harris
Kaitlyn Czarnecki
Robert Gaus

Billy Hunt

Leslie Slak

Ean Bottomley
Betty Budrow
Laura Gray
Cortni Potts
Joseph Slayman
Sandy Smith

Lea Gochnauer
Herbert Perry
Terry Hale
Anthony Marshall
Amy Lyn Mullen
Nicole Stauffer
Lucinda Wright
James (Bob) Cameron
Robert Heath III
Carol Zervas
William Carroll
Jenna Chambers
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January Anniversaries

1/2
1/2
1/15
1/30

January Birthdays

Joan Hahn

Sheila Hendricks
Jacob Johnston
Mark Achuft
Kathleen McDowell
Margaret Bunnell
Anthony Cimorosi
Kurt Juergens
Miranda Marcolini
Thomas McIntire
Samuel Bell

Felix (Buddy) Camors
William Hagerman
Christopher Lesny
Miranda Lewis
Devine McCuley
Emily Roos

Chris Baylis-Powell
Peggy Ann Marking
Victoria Blansfield
Betty Deibert
Carrie Olewine
Nayonna Wright
Nancy Lesny

Janice Gibbons
Jennifer Gray
Theodore McDowell
Joanna Melvin

Scott Williams
Colton Grist
Camillus (Camy) Kirk
Bailey Martin

Robin & John Lewis

Mary Lou & Maynard Shaw

Sarah & Kurt Juergens

Sandy & David Wherry

1/22
1/22
1/22
1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/24
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1/25
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1/27
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William Mortimer
Robin Price
Marissa Slater
Jonathan Stauffer
Henrietta Boyce-Egner
Nancy Fetterolf
Jimmy Mullen
Jenna Pruett
Courtney Purdy
Charles Campbell
Douglas Milburn
James Naylor
Roger Naylor
Autumn Henry
Allen Jayne

Taylor Cimorosi
Edwin Frantsi
Robert Hahn
Jacob Jones
Harley Long
Tonia McMillan
Gretchen O’Neal
Susan Strunk
Ellen (Billie) Creswell
Michael Strunk
Mary Werner
Cory Anstreicher
Jennifer Asti
David Miller
Lauren Pressler

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church office know so we can correct our information!
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Biblical Names That Start With “J”

(solution is on page 6)

JEDIDAH

JOSAPHAT DPHAIHARGZEJJLEG
}EﬁEE];%(EL OTQAJKHLHHYOGRDOQ
JEHOSHAPHAT JLAODARAZACNTIOTW
JEDIDIAH CUNHITHJJIHAKO QR
JEZRAHIAH BALAPEDEBDJTHDQ QA
JOAB HASIBAHECIEHETCIJ
JONAH BEOGUESUJJDHAMZR
JOGBEHAH JSOJZSEOCEONUJNDO
JOSEPH UJZERRCWJIJISLAHEB
JAMES VOKJEKAMIAHET SOT
JOHN XEBMJOSEPHABHUJT
JEKAMIAH LUISEMAJZJPEERY
}SII{E\ZS&?{N MAOBOREUJCNHZMZ X
JULIUS HSLZRJIJXPIKAEGDQ QA
JESATAH UPJNSGRYNWTJIBMD
JEROBOAM

JASHEM

Bible Verse Cryptogram

(solution is on page 6)

MXAW UAKZ GBDR JWP PK NKKP; MQGW

OKX SDRR PSGRR DW MQG RJWP UKAGBGA.




