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Important Dates
Lenten Lunch and Learn Class

March 4 (page 6)
Community Kitchen

March 6 (page 4)
Fair Trade Coffee

March 8 (page 4)
Rotating Homeless Shelter

March 9-15 (page 4)
8-week Disciple Class

March 11 (page 6)
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast

March 18 (page 7)
Classic Christians Potluck Dinner

March 20 (page 7)
Daffodil Day 

March 22 (page 2)
Spring Cleaning Day (see Trustees)

March 28 (page 2)
College Packages

March 29 (page 3)
One Great Hour of Sharing

March 29 (page 4)

“...in all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths.”

From the pastor
By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor 

It’s been over a week now since we had our Joy of Faith weekend, and I’m still 
laughing – what a delight it was to have Ryan and Friends with us, and what a 
gifted and talented servant of God! It was so wonderful to just sit back, laugh, be 
lifted up and inspired all at the same time! And then, to follow up the next week 
with a celebration of some of the unsung heroes around our church was another 
chance to be lifted up and inspired by the love they have shown . What a delight it 
is to be in our church at this exciting time! So much is going on, so many people 
are using the gifts God has given them, and God is giving us opportunity after 
opportunity to experience His great love for us! Now we’re preparing to enter 
into the season of Lent, and while the atmosphere will be decidedly more serious 
and solemn, it promises to be, nonetheless, as inspiring and transforming as 
what we’ve already experienced this year . I pray that all of us will fully embrace 
the season of Lent, as we journey with Jesus to the cross where He laid down His 
life that we might have life . I am honored to be on this journey with you .

Stewardship Committee honors unsung heroes in our midst
By Bob MacDonald on behalf of the Stewardship Committee

On Sunday, February 15th, this year’s unsung heroes were announced at both 
worship services . The heroes were honored for their dedication and contribu-
tions for time spent on church projects, as well as sharing their talents within the 
community and beyond . The following is a list of the honorees recognized:
Bobby Heath; Sandy Howard; Muff Hurst; Ruth Loomis; Ed Lynerd; Andrea 
McKenica; Ed McKeown; Johnny, Joanna, Johnny Jr . and Jocelyn Melvin; and 
our worship leaders, Bethany Buckley, Judy Pugh, Diane Thompson, Rick 
Ceresini, Dick Gochnauer, Mike Schmook, Joe Tanner and Tim Webb .

Ken McCoy (right) 
presented long-
stemmed roses to 
the unsung heroes at 
the 11 a.m. service. 
Honorees (left to 
right): Ed Lynerd, Ed 
McKeown, Joe Tanner, 
Sandy Howard, Diane 
Thompson, Tim Webb, 
and Bobby Heath 
(front). Unsung heroes 
at the 8:30 a.m. service 
also received long-
stemmed roses.Photo by Rich Juergens
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MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psalm 128:5

With deepest sympathy
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” Matthew 5:4

We extend our heartfelt sympathy 
to the family of: 

Norma Fry

Guess who?  

This little boy grew up to 
be a tall man who sings 
like an angel .

(see page 6 for the answer)

Prayer concerns list 
By the Worship Committee

At a recent meeting of the Worship 
Committee, it was decided that 
names will be kept on the prayer 
concerns list in our Sunday bulletin 
for a period of four weeks only . At 
the end of four weeks, they will be 
removed unless someone submits a 
prayer card asking to have the name 
retained .

The prayer list is a wonderful gift 
for our church, but too often people 
forget to give us an update and 
names stay on there for months at a 
time, forcing the office staff to make 
decisions on who to include . 

Get ready to walk again! 
Our health care ministry team invites you to dust off your walking shoes and get ready for Walking for Wellness 

II! The challenge begins on April 13th and runs through June 13th . The winning team will be announced on Sunday, 
June 14th . So start putting together your 4-person teams now! 

We’ve made a couple of changes after our first competition: (1) Each team can include no more than 2 retired 
persons; (2) Any kind of intentional cardio work can be included in your minutes (for instance, workout time at the 
gym can be counted) . What doesn’t count is walking that you normally do on your job or in a typical day’s activities .

We’re challenging our “super walkers” from the first competition to break up their teams, and serve as captains of 
other teams . Our first Walking to Wellness was a fabulous success and helped us all be better stewards of the bodies God 
has given us . We hope we’ll have even more teams in this go-around . Just think how nice it will be to walk in the warm 
spring weather! Start putting your teams together, and the registration forms will soon appear in the Sunday bulletins!

Daffodil Day
On Sunday, March 22nd, we will join with the American Cancer Society to celebrate Daffodil Day during our 

worship services . We will hand out daffodils to all who want to remember or celebrate someone they love who has 
battled or is battling cancer, and during the service there will be an opportunity to bring the daffodil forward and 
pray at the chancel rail for all dealing with cancer .

Health tip:  March is Colorectal Cancer Month
Colorectal cancer strikes both men and women equally, and in 2008 alone nearly 150,000 cases were diagnosed . 

That’s the bad news . The good news is that colorectal cancer is one of the most easily prevented cancers because it can 
develop from polyps that can be removed before they become cancerous . Since symptoms of colorectal cancer are 
often silent, it is important to get screened regularly . About 75% of all new cases of colorectal cancer occur in individu-
als with no known risk for the disease, other than being 50 or older . Care for the body God has given you . Call your 
doctor and get checked out for colorectal cancer .  You matter, and we want you around for a long time to come!

about your healthabout your health

Upcoming Baptism Dates
March 8th

April 19th

May 10th (Mother’s Day)
June 21st (Father’s Day)

To schedule a baptism, call 
Rev . Bunnell at (410) 398-0933 .



CHURCH  NEWS
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7
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Need help filing taxes?
Free tax preparation assistance is being offered to qualified taxpayers through 

April 15th . This service includes e-filing your taxes, so refunds can be received 
quickly . We prepare taxes for all ages – and best of all, you do not have to be 
a member of AARP! One-on-one appointments are held at EUMC as well as 
various other locations, including North East, Chesapeake City, Rising Sun, and 
Cecilton . To make an appointment, please call the Elkton branch of the Cecil 
County Public Library at (410) 996-5600 (ext . 471) to leave a message with your 
phone number, and a volunteer will contact you . We are sponsored by AARP, 
and we are trained and certified by the IRS . We did over 1,200 free tax returns 
last year and we are looking forward to helping a lot of people this year!

College packages
 By Andee McKenica

The last college 
outreach package 
for this school 
year will be mailed 
on March 29th . 
We are asking for 
donations of any snacks . Pick snacks 
that are your favorite – our college 
kids eat up everything we send! There 
are 28 students, so any size donation, 
large or small, is appreciated . The col-
lection box will be in the hospitality 
area near the library .

Growth Task Force update
The GTF is soliciting and evaluating 

bids for architectural and site develop-
ment plans for the new multipurpose 
room addition . These proposals will 
be compared to the plan submitted 
by Beers-Hoffman Architects and 
Wickersham Construction . A com-
plete package from a licensed architect 
and licensed engineers is necessary to 
obtain permits and approvals from 
town, county, and state government 
agencies . Following the permitting 
process, this package will be the basis 
for obtaining bids for the actual con-
struction of the site and building .

Board of Trustees’ report
 The trustees celebrate the completion of several projects including the painting 

and clean-up of the back stairwell of the church, the restoration of lights on the 
church steeple, and the purchase of an electric keyboard for worship . Upcoming 
projects include investigating a possible rearrangement of the choir/music area 
in the sanctuary and our spring cleaning day on Saturday, March 28th, from 
8:00 a .m . to noon . More details about the cleaning day will follow in the Sunday 
bulletin, but talk to your groups now about joining in to help!
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Photos by Rich Juergens



MISSIONS  OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverbs 14:21

K  I C E NHT

C O M U  I TNM Y
 “For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat...” 

Matthew 25:35

Next Community Kitchen:

March 6th

at the
Elkton Presbyterian Church

Interested in donating food? 
Please contact Nancy Fetterolf 

at (410) 398-5838.

One Great Hour of Sharing
        By Nadine Allen

 Just a little reminder that the One 
Great Hour of Sharing will be on 
Sunday, March 29th . If you have some 
extra pennies (or dollars!) that you 
would like to see put to real good 
use, start putting them aside for 
this special Sunday . More news will 
be coming periodically until then .  
Thank you all in advance!

FaIr TraDE
C OF F E E

will be available on Sunday, 
March 8th, after each service!
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Missions Committee coming events
By Gail Juergens on behalf of the Missions Committee

Our first meeting this year was held on January 27th . We welcomed Ted 
McDowell as our new chairperson . Ted is no stranger to missions . He is a 
hard worker and has served on many projects . We also welcomed several 
new members and feel that we have a good working team to carry on the 
Faye Camors legacy . Faye has earned a much-needed rest from the Missions 
Committee, although she will remain active through our coffee ministry and 
homeless shelter .

The year ahead is going to be a busy one . The following are some dates that 
you may want to mark on your calendar (details will be announced soon) .

March 9 (dinner) through March 16 (breakfast): Our week to be •	
responsible for the homeless shelter at First Assembly of God . If you 
haven’t done this before, it can be very rewarding . Check the schedule 
posted in the hospitality area or call Faye Camors if you want to help .
We are looking at the third or fourth week for a dining out at Nino’s as a •	
fundraiser for the Kentucky missions trip . Watch the church bulletin for 
a date .
April 9: Maundy Thursday soup and bread meal•	
April 25: Christmas in April (project yet to be selected)•	
June 13: Spring/summer yard sale to be held on the church lawn •	
(weather permitting) or in Weldin Hall . As you do your spring clean-up, 
think about items that may be useful for the sale . More to follow on this .
July 11-19: Missions trip to Lower Beach Fork, Kentucky (sign-ups for •	
the trip will begin in April)
As you can see, there are many opportunities to serve, and we cannot do 

this mission work without all of you . We have received great support in past 
years and look forward to another busy year of working together . Contact 
Ted or any committee member if you would like to help with any of our 
projects listed . Remember, as we serve others we are serving Him . We are 
His hands and His feet!

And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it 
to Me.  Matthew 25:40

Solution to Cryptogram
(from back page)

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come 
near; repent, and believe in the Good News.  Mark 1:15

Financial report
(as of January 31, 2009)

Income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $52,584 .71
Expenses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $44,588 .45
Balance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  +$  7,996 .26



YOUTH GROUP  YOUNG ADULTS
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” Psalm 25:5

Youth activity news
By Sandy Wherry

The youth group has been very active in the last month . We encourage 
them to continue and to invite their friends . We thank Rev . Hurst for 
sharing communion with us this past month; it was very uplifting and 
informative . 

Kristi Hastings has done a splendid job with the help of the youth 
group and the congregation on the prom boutique . Remember we are 
still accepting prom gowns, jewelry and suits/tuxedos . The boutique is 
open on Friday afternoons from 3:00 to 6:00 p .m . and Saturday morn-
ings from 10:00 a .m . to noon . All selections are free for our shoppers . 
We are trying to make the prom affordable for everyone .

 The youth group will be serving breakfast and lunch at the craft fair 
on March 14th from 8:30 a .m . to 1:30 p .m . We will also have a table at 
the craft fair . Between now and then, we will be making several things to 
sell at our table . We hope you will come to the craft fair and support all 
those involved and help us to help support the Relay for Life teams .

Kristi Hastings and Bailey Racine pose in front of 
the clothing rack filled with dresses for the Prom 
Boutique
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Teenagers, are your parents 
nagging too much? 

Want a break from the •	
continual nagging?  
Why does nagging happen?  •	
What are the top 10 reasons •	
parents nag?  
Do you know the 7 things you •	
should never do when you’re 
being nagged?  

Check out the youth group meet-
ings this month and see if there’s 
something you can do to get your 
parents to nag less!  

Young adults’ wedding feast
By Sandy Wherry

We wish to thank all those who helped make the wedding feast a suc-
cess . Mike and Mary Ann Schmook did a tremendous job preparing the 
food . Mary Ann Schmidt and Sharlene Lyle were great with the kids . 
Faye Camors and Veronica Marshall helped to make the evening beauti-
ful by filling in wherever needed . We want to thank the youth: Kelsey 
Fronheiser, Claire Griffith, Katie Hastings, Bonnie Mauk, Evan Sluder, 
Marisa Smith, and Amy Wherry for all their help in the kitchen, with 
the infants, and the craft activities with the older children . 

We have discovered several 
ways for us to grow closer to our 
children:
Making a prayer board where we 
list prayers for friends and family 
as well as concerns we may 
have on one side; then spending 
time praying together over that 
list and moving all answered 
prayer to the other side of the 
board . Our newest suggestion 
is to spend some time at the 
breakfast or dinner table sharing 
a devotional . The average family 
spends very little time talking 
together…this may be the perfect 
opportunity to share our lives 
and grow closer . Nancy Guthrie 
has written One Year of Dinner 
Table Devotions, a book on 
devotions with  365 opportunities 
to grow closer to God as a family . 
It’s brief, with scripture and 
discussion starters for all ages . 

P A R E N T
C
O
R
N
E
R

During the minister’s 
prayer one Sunday, there 
was a loud whistle from 
one of the back pews. 
Tommy’s mother was 
horrified and pinched 
him into silence. “Tommy, 
whatever made you 
do such a thing?” 

Tommy answered, 
soberly, “I asked 
God to teach me to 
whistle, and He did!”

Ha ha ha....!
Photo by Rich Juergens



 CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6

6

Lenten Sermon Series
During the season of Lent, Rev . Bunnell will be offering a sermon series 

based on the “I am” statements of Jesus in the Gospel of John . The schedule 
will be as follows: 

March 1:   “I am the bread of life .” 
March 8:   “I am the good shepherd .”
March 15: “I am the light of the world .” 
March 22: “I am the vine .” 
March 29: “I am the way, the truth, and the life .” 

Copies of the sermons will be available on the church website 
[www .elktonumc .org] .

Young women’s Bible study
The young women of the church 

have been holding a Bible study from 
9:30 a .m . to 11:00 a .m . Please join 
us on Thursday mornings and bring 
your children with you! The study is 
limited to a 6-8 week timeframe, and 
the next session is just beginning . 
Call Sandy Wherry at (443) 309-0160 
if you need more information .

Disciple class based on 
Invitation to the New Testament
By Melinda Grablis

Join us on March 11th for an 8-week disciple class that will 
meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p .m . In Invitation to 
the New Testament, authors David A . deSilva and Emerson 
B . Powery use Matthew’s Gospel as a starting point to show 

how the New Testament writers and the early Christian community wrestled 
with the implications of the story of Jesus for their lives and their communities 
of faith . They invite Christians today to study afresh this story of Jesus to learn 
more about their calling to discipleship and to community . This Bible study 
is not simply informational, but transformational . If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Melinda Grablis at [melindagrablis@comcast .net] or 
(410) 620-2345 (or contact the church office) .

Journey through the season of Lent

Lenten lunch and learn class based on 
Radical Renovation, Living the Cross-Shaped Life
Rev . Bunnell will lead her annual Lenten Lunch and Learn 
class again this year . Beginning on March 4th and running 
through April 8th, the 1-hour class will take place every 
Wednesday beginning at noon in Weldin Hall . Participants 
are invited to bring a bag lunch with them (beverages and 
dessert will be provided) . This year’s study revolves around 

the book entitled Radical Renovation, Living the Cross-Shaped Life by James 
A . Harnish . If you’re interested in taking part in the study, please sign on the 
sign-up sheet located on the table across from Rev . Bunnell’s office or call the 
church office .

Word Search Solution
(from back page)

E A S T E R S U N D A Y W S Y 
B Y N S Z W P R O E H Q C U A 
D E A K O R S E I S C M E S D 
L Z P D A R J P S E N I L E S 
H T E Y S L C P F R M S E J E 
U Q E F Y E G U W T S W B G N 
W R Y A D N U S M L A P R B D 
Y A D S R U H T Y D N U A M E 
F A S T I N G S E C F Y T H W 
B S E K A C N A P V O E I Q H 
U J E R U S A L E M O N O N S 
S E T I L E A R S I N R N C A 
T E M P T A T I O N S U H I S 
F O R T Y D A Y S R S O F S U 
E C N E T I N E P S B J D C M 

“Guess Who” answer

The adorable little 
boy is Ed McKeown, 
a familiar face in 
choir loft!
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SPECIAL EVENTS  AND ACTIVITIES
“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..”  1 Peter 3:8

Classic Christians potluck dinner and program
By Connie Wilkinson

The Classic Christians group is sponsoring a potluck dinner at 6:30 p .m . 
on Friday, March 20th, in Weldin Hall (coffee, iced tea and place settings will 
be provided) . An informational program will be presented by representatives 
from the Senior Services and Community Transit (formerly the Dept . of Aging) 
to bring us up to date on all the programs and activities they offer – including 
the Healthy Lifestyles Fitness Center (the new fitness facility for adults 55+), 
which is located in the Cecil County Administration Building . 

Bring a covered dish to share and come enjoy some great food, wonder-
ful fellowship, and learn what’s available right here in Cecil County from the 
Senior Services and Community Transit . Please sign up for this event on the 
sign-up sheet on the table across from Rev . Bunnell’s office .

Men’s fellowship breakfast
By Rev. George Leathrum

The men of our church are invited 
to a fellowship breakfast on the third 
Wednesday of each month . We meet 
at the Elkton Diner at 6:30 a .m . for 
breakfast, devotions and discussion, 
and we are on our way by 7:30 a .m . .

Hope to see you soon on one of 
these dates:
March 18th

April 15th 

They’re off again...Classic Christians go to Washington!
Want to experience the beauty of the cherry blossoms in Washington, DC?  

Then plan on joining the Classic Christians for a bus trip on Thursday, April 2nd . 
The bus will leave the church parking lot at 7:00 a .m . and return at 7:00 p .m .  
We’ll be dropped off on the mall near the Smithsonian in the morning, after 
which we’ll have free time on our own until about 1:30 p .m ., when we will 
reboard the bus and head up to the National Cathedral for a 2:00 p .m . tour .  
Following the tour, the bus will head back to Elkton . 

The cost for this trip is $35 per person, plus the cost of your meals (which are 
on your own) . There is a sign-up sheet on the table across from Rev . Bunnell’s 
office . Sign up soon – the bus is sure to sell out quickly!

Volleyball for adults
Moore’s Chapel has opened their 

gym on Monday evenings for all 
adults who wish to play volleyball .  
Please contact Katie Valetutti at (410) 
620-7768 for further information .

Save the Date!
The annual United 

Methodist Women’s  
Mother’s Day Tea is scheduled to be 
held on Saturday, May 9th . Details 
will be announced soon .

Easter egg hunt
By Melinda Grablis

Our annual Easter egg hunt will be held on Sunday, April 5th . 
We will meet in Weldin Hall after the 11:00 a .m . service for a 
covered dish lunch, entertainment, and the Easter egg hunt . 

Please invite your family and friends – this is a wonderful time of fellowship! 
If you are going to attend, please sign up on the sheet across from Rev . 

Bunnell’s office, so we can plan for the number of eggs we will need . Remember 
to bring a side dish or dessert for the luncheon – the main course and drinks 
will be provided .

If you would like to make a candy donation, there will be a bin at the bottom 
of the staircase near Rev . Bunnell’s office . Thank you!



“A place to 
know Jesus, 
be known by 
Jesus, and 
make Him 
known to 

others .”

ADDRESS SERVICE REqUESTED

Elkton United Methodist Church
219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921

Church Staff

Senior Pastor: 
Karen F . Bunnell

Associate Pastor of  
Visitation Ministries: 

Don Hurst

Children & Education 
Ministries Director:

Melinda Grablis

Youth & Young Adults  
Ministries Director:

Sandy Wherry

Nursery Care Professional:
Mary Ann Schmidt

Secretary: 
Kay Mortimer

Organist: 
Sharon Williams

Director of Music:
Paul Deemer

Treasurer: 
William Vassalotti

Sexton:
Donald Ewing

Office Hours Sunday Worship Services
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

8:00 AM - Noon 11:00 AM - Noon
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Wednesday Prayer Service

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM (Room 1)

Contact Information Sunday School (for all ages)
Phone:  (410) 398-0933 9:45 AM - 10:45 AM

Email:  eumc@comcast .net Youth Fellowship
Web site: www .elktonumc .org Sunday evenings: 6:00 PM

Bible Verse Cryptogram
(solution is on page 4)

LENT
JOURNEY
FORTY DAYS
ISRAELITES
FASTING
DESERT
SHROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKES
ASH WEDNESDAY
PENITENCE
MAUNDY THURSDAY
LAST SUPPER
CROSS
TEMPTATION
PRAYER
JERUSALEM
PALM SUNDAY
JESUS
EASTER SUNDAY
CELEBRATION

Lent and the Christian Church

E A S T E R S U N D A Y W S Y 
B Y N S Z W P R O E H Q C U A 
D E A K O R S E I S C M E S D 
L Z P D A R J P S E N I L E S 
H T E Y S L C P F R M S E J E 
U Q E F Y E G U W T S W B G N 
W R Y A D N U S M L A P R B D 
Y A D S R U H T Y D N U A M E 
F A S T I N G S E C F Y T H W 
B S E K A C N A P V O E I Q H 
U J E R U S A L E M O N O N S 
S E T I L E A R S I N R N C A 
T E M P T A T I O N S U H I S 
F O R T Y D A Y S R S O F S U 
E C N E T I N E P S B J D C M 

“LDW LZBW ZV APHAZHHWK, UJK LDW GZJEKCB CA ECK DUV 

RCBW JWUQ; QWOWJL, UJK FWHZWIW ZJ LDW ECCK JWTV .”


