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Matthew 11:10“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.”

From the pastor
By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor 

In one of our favorite hymns, we sing these words: 

What a wondrous time is spring when all the trees are budding; 
The birds begin to sing, the flowers start their blooming. 
That’s how it is with God’s love, once you experienced it; 
You want to sing, it’s fresh like spring, you want to pass it on.

I’m writing this letter on a beautiful spring day, just a few days after we 
celebrated Easter together . The birds are singing, the flowers and trees are 
blooming, and we’ve just come through an amazing week of wonderful worship 
experiences together . I’m still revelling in the joy of our Easter morning wor-
ship! From the fabulous service led by our youth as we sat wrapped in blankets 
transfixed by the beautiful sunrise, to the unbelievably moving services where 
the handbells, brass, senior and men’s choirs helped our hearts soar in praise – it 
was a fabulous morning of praise and worship to our God! I thank God for the 
opportunity to be a part of it all, and I especially thank God to be in ministry 
with so many gifted people who made it all happen . As the hymn says, they’ve 
experienced God’s love, and now they’re passing it on in a magnificent way! 
Thanks be to God!

Free clothing giveaway!
Saturday, May 2nd

beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
(until the clothing is gone)

Clothing is free to anyone 
(in the church or the 

community) who can use it!

Proudly 
sponsored by 

the Stewardship 
Committee

Email: eumc@comcast.net Web site: www.elktonumc.org  Phone: (410) 398-0933
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MEMBERS AND FRIENDS
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” Psalm 128:5

Guess who? 

This cowboy still likes 
to lift his hands toward 
heaven, but he holds a 
hymnal now!
(see page 6 for the answer)

Baptisms
We welcome our newest
baptized friends into the 
Universal Body of Christ!

Aiden David Bazzani and
Gage David Bazzani Jr.
sons of Lindsay Conrad  

and Gage Bazzani Sr .

Upcoming baptism dates
May 10th (Mother’s Day)
June 21st (Father’s Day)

July 12th

To schedule a baptism, call 
Rev . Bunnell at (410) 398-0933 .

Birth 
announcement

Congratulations to our church 
friends who have a new addition 
to their family!

Jen and Mike Noll on the birth of 
their son, Joshua Michael Noll

With Deepest Sympathy
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.” Matthew 5:4

We extend our heartfelt  
sympathy to the families of: 

Linton Reynolds
Cecil “Boots” Schirling

Welcome New Members!
We welcome these newest members 

into our church family!

Terri Booth
Brandye Goodnow
Renee McCormick

Eileen Smith
Robert Smith

Jaren Whiteman
Jim Zimmer

Susan Zimmer

“You are welcome at my house.”
Judges 19:20

With sincerest thanks! 
By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor 

Thank you to everyone who helped make all of our Lent and Easter worship 
services such powerful experiences:

All of our musicians (children’s, youth, and senior choirs; handbell choir; •	
brass choir; soloists) who drew us closer to God through their offerings
Paul Deemer and Sharon Williams for their musical talents and •	
leadership
All who made our worship services more warm and welcoming (the •	
ushers, greeters, hospitality hosts and hostesses, and welcome center 
personnel) 
The readers and worship leaders, who were outstanding •	
Kay Mortimer and her helpers who prepared massive amounts of •	
bulletins, newsletters, and Easter letters 
Our youth (under the guidance of Sandy Wherry) who led such a •	
wonderful sunrise service for us 
Gerry and Jaime Treese and their crew who offered a fabulous Easter •	
breakfast 
And all others who helped out in any way! •	

Thank you all for helping us celebrate God’s love for us in Jesus Christ!



CHURCH  NEWS
“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” Proverbs 4:7
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Financial Report
(as of March 2009)

Income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $136,294 .09
Expenses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $129,044 .56
Balance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . + $ 7,249 .53

“...The Joys of Reaching a Certain Age”
By Rev. George Leathrum

Over the winter months, I read a fascinating book . 
It was a collection of essays gathered by weatherman 
Willard Scott, entitled “The Older the Fiddle, the Better 
the Tune: The Joys of Reaching a Certain Age.” The book 
records reflections on aging by a wide range of people 
of various ages answering the question “What are some 
of the greatest things about getting older?” Have you 
ever stopped to ask what it means for you to grow older, 
considering the years past and how you plan to move into the future?

Phyllis Diller says, “People tell you, ‘You look great,’ no matter how you look .” 
Hugh Downes puts it this way: “Assuming you have gotten your act together 
at least by middle age, you will have developed a technique for coping that can 
make life an easy and pleasant journey . You are in command of your comfort .” 
These are just a small sample of the wisdom contained in this book, and I 
would recommend it to every Classic Christian . I would be happy to share 
my copy of the book with anyone who would like to read it . It may just give 
you a new outlook as we move into the last half or last third of our lives . Let 
me challenge you further to write down your own thoughts about your own 
philosophy of life and how you may approach that “certain age .” Perhaps we 
can gather and share our stories .

Someone has quipped that the three temptations of old age are to 
whine, decline, or recline . Doubtless to say, there are some older people 

who fall into those categories . But my experience has been that many 
older people shine with a contagious optimism and a creative spirit 

that becomes a role model for all generations . Beautiful young people 
are accidents of nature; beautiful older people are works of art .  

:: Dr. Richard Morgan

Prom boutique
By Sandy Wherry

We wish to offer a big “well done” to Kristi Hastings and to all those who 
helped with the very successful prom boutique . It is a wonderful idea! We also 
extend a big “well done” to Megan Petkewec for all the adjustments to the 
gowns . I wish all of you could have been in the boutique to experience the look 
on the girls’ faces as they came in to try on the gowns . They were excited and 
surprised at the willingness of people to supply such beautiful dresses to make 
their evening wonderful and less expensive . We also thank the men who gave 
their tuxedos . There have been over 60 gowns and a few tuxedos given out to 
the young ladies and gentlemen who came to the boutique . We have decided 
to open the boutique again in late summer and early fall to supply dresses for 
the homecoming dances .

Rev. Bunnell's  
May sermon series:  

The Gospel in Great Movies
During the month of May, Rev . 

Bunnell will talk about gospel 
themes in five great movies . Each 
sermon will include the viewing 
of a short clip from the movie 
upon which she is preaching . 
The schedule will be:

May 3•	 rd - “Reconciliation” as 
seen in Places in the Heart
May 10•	 th - “Parental Love” as 
seen in Life is Beautiful
May 17•	 th - “Each Person 
Matters” as seen in It's a 
Wonderful Life
May 24•	 th - “Sacrifice” as seen 
in Saving Private Ryan
May 31•	 st - “Carpe Diem (Sieze 
the Day)” as seen in Dead 
Poets Society



And the King will answer and say 
to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these my brethren, you did it 
to me. “  Matthew 25:40

Missions activities
By Gail Juergens 

Our missions committee continues to be very busy . Though our last meeting 
was snowed out and had to be rescheduled, our activities continued . 

Nino’s fundraising night
Our dine-in/take-out at Nino’s was well attended . The manager, impressed 

with our attendance as well as all that we do as a church, visited our web site 
and commented on how many people we help through our involvement with the 
community . In light of this, they generously matched the amount that we earned! 
The evening was a good time of fellowship and hopefully everyone who took 
advantage of take-outs enjoyed the convenience . Thank you to everyone who 
participated and handed out flyers . Watch for our next dining-out opportunity!

Rotating homeless shelter
Our final week serving the rotating homeless shelter has been completed . Faye 

Camors reports that those who helped from our church go above and beyond 
expectations . She feels that interaction with the clients is a very important part of 
the mission, and that folks brought more than just a meal through talking with, 
playing games and taking an interest in all those who are unfortunate enough to 
be in such a position . We are not there to pass judgment, but to serve as the Lord 
leads . Thank you to all who did just that by serving from the heart!

Maundy Thursday soup and bread meal 
Pauline Eaton and Carole Seifred did a great job with the organization of the 

Maundy Thursday soup and bread meal . Sixty-five people were served delicious 
homemade vegetable soup, which was made and donated by Nancy Mitchell, 
Nadine Allen, Gail Juergens, Betty Budrow, Pauline Eaton and Carole Seifred .  
Nancy Mitchell, Judy Pugh, Nancy Fetterolf, Alison McKenica, Leone Johnston, 
Margie Simmons and Carole Seifred provided a very nice variety of breads for 
our enjoyment . Servers were Ted McDowell and Susan Starrett . Larry, Heidi 
and Ceclia Gaultney, Alison McKenica, Margie Simmons and Deb McDowell 
provided clean-up . A love offering was taken . Thanks to all who participated!

Upcoming Opportunities
•		June	13th – Yard sale on the church lawn from 8:00 a .m . to 2:00 p .m . We will 

accept donated items at the church beginning on June 8th .
•		July	11th to July 19th – Kentucky mission trip . Please contact Ted McDowell 

soon if you are interested in taking part in this life-changing opportunity 
to help those in dire need while having great fellowship and seeing some 
beautiful country!

•		Ted	McDowell	may	 form	a	separate	mission	 trip	 for	 later	 in	 the	year.	We	
need to know if there is interest within the church for such a trip . Please talk 
with Ted if you are interested .

•		There	continues	to	be	a	shortage	of	non-perishable	food	items	for	the	Help	
Center . Collection takes place at our church the first Sunday of each month . 

•		Stop	by	and	say	hi	to	Faye	and	Buddy	Camors	on	the	second	Sunday	of	each	
month and pick up your supply of Fair Trade Coffee . 

MISSIONS  OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” Proverbs 14:21
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K  I C E NHT

C O M U  I TNM Y
 “I tell you the truth, whatever you 

did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40

Next Community Kitchen:
Friday, May 1, 2009

(at EUMC)

If you are interested in donating 
food for the Community Kitchen, 
please contact Nancy Fetterolf 
at (410) 398-5838 .

FAiR TRADE
C oF F E E
will be available for purchase 

after each worship service on the 
second Sunday of each month!

Each month we will be collecting 
non-perishable food items for the 
Help Center . Please bring donations 
to the hospitality area on the 
first Sunday of each month!

Help 
  Center

help the



YOUTH GROUP  YOUNG ADULTS
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” Psalm 25:5

Youth group news
By Sandy Wherry

The youth group will be discuss-
ing the latest news on “sexting” the 
week of May 3rd . We invite the par-
ents to come for a separate meet-
ing that evening to learn about 
the dangers and legal problems 
associated with this newest texting 
experience . You may have heard a 
little about it on Oprah or the news . We have invited an i-SAFE trained educator to speak on the topic that evening . 
Bring your youth at 6:00 p .m . and stay for the parent meeting . 

I want to thank Andrew Fetterolf for all his time preparing, practicing with the youth, and playing for the sunrise 
service on Easter morning . A special thanks also goes out to Kristi Hastings, Peter Lokey and Bek Wherry for all the 
time they spent helping us prepare and lead the service . The drama team and the drama presentation were wonderful . 
Thanks for all the sacrifices you made to practice for the service . Thanks to the youth for the wonderful experience! 
Thanks for your time preparing and writing the sermons that we put together and your talent and willingness to serve 
so early in the morning and on such a cold day . We also wish to thank all the men and women who helped us with the 
chairs . Our special thanks goes out to Ed Lynerd for his help with the sound system during practice and the service…
thanks a bunch, Ed . If you missed the service, the youth drama and sermon talked about the choices all of us make that 
can very easily keep us away from God . It also talked about God’s great mercy and grace which is extended to anyone 
willing to accept it so that we may return to Him . It is always very fitting to hear about His love for us on Resurrection 
Sunday when we’re forever reminded about His extraordinary gift for each one of us . It was a very moving service .

The youth will be meeting on Saturday, May 16th, at 4:30 p .m . to attend a Mythbuster Tour in Bel Air, Maryland . We 
will stop to eat on the way to Mt . Zion United Methodist Church . The Mythbuster Tour is designed to “bust the myths” 
that culture presents about sex and instead show where Christ fits into dating and marriage . Parent sessions will be 
offered from 6:30 to 7:10 p .m . This session will address what’s happening in today’s teen culture as well as what parents 
can do to help our youth stay pure and abstinent until marriage . Parents, if you would like to attend and are willing to 
drive a group of youth, please let me know by email [slwherry@comcast .net] or by calling me at (443) 309-0160 .

Don’t forget to let me know as soon as possible if you are interested in going to Creation (June 24th-28th), since we need to 
order the tickets . We also need to know how many youth are interested in going on the mission trip to Kentucky this year .

Watch for our summer youth schedule in the June newsletter . We will most likely meet on Wednesday evenings this 
summer . There are many things in the planning stages, including a one-day trip to the beach .
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Young adult news
By Sandy Wherry

I want to thank all college and high 
school students who participated 
in the college information night . A 
huge thank-you goes to all the college 
students for honestly answering ques-
tions about your college experience . 
We hope the evening was helpful to 
those about to enter college in the fall .

I also wish to thank all the young 
adults who read for the service on 
Good Friday . You all helped to make 
it a very meaningful service . 

Calling All Graduates!
If you are graduating from high 

school or college this year, please 
call Sandy at (443) 309-0160 or the 
church office at (410) 398-0933 to 
let us know what school you attend 
and what your plans are for work 
or school this coming year . 

Baccalaureate service
By Sandy Wherry

We will be holding our baccalaure-
ate service on May 17th at 4:00 p .m . 
We invite all graduates, families, 
friends, and interested community 
members to attend . A reception will 
follow in Weldin Hall . We are asking 
parents to bring in a few pictures 
of your graduate(s) . They will be 
returned after the reception . 



 CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6
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Easter egg hunt
By Melinda Grablis

Everyone had a wonderful time at our annual Sunday School Easter egg hunt . 
God gave us a gorgeous spring day to enjoy this wonderful tradition complete 
with green grass and lots of sunshine! I would like to thank everyone who 
helped make this event possible, from those who donated candy to the youth 
who hid the eggs . I would especially like to thank the Gaus family and Carole 
Frye for their help serving the food and cleaning up after the luncheon, the 5th 
and 6th grade Sunday School class and the children’s choir for entertaining us 
at the egg hunt, and Bob and Marlene Gautsch for making a nice new puppet 
show theatre . And I have to mention the ladies who filled the eggs: Tara Henry, 
Katie Valetutti and Jen Kirk . Thanks again, everyone!

Solution to cryptogram
(from back page)

Keep your father’s commands and do 
not forsake your mother’s teaching.  
Proverbs 6:20

Teacher recognition Sunday
By Melinda Grablis

Our annual teacher recognition is Sunday, May 17th . During both worship 
services, we will recognize the service and dedication of all those who have 
taught Sunday School and other special studies over this past year . All the 
teachers are welcome to enjoy a special brunch prepared just for them, which 
will be served in Weldin Hall during the Sunday School hour . So teachers, skip 
breakfast at home and come enjoy some food and fellowship with the other 
teachers in our church! 

Summer means Camp Pecometh and Vacation Bible School!
By Melinda Grablis

It’s barely spring, and we’re already thinking about summer . It will be here 
before we know it! There’s lots of fun to be had this summer . We are still offer-
ing $100 “camperships” to Camp Pecometh . 

And it wouldn’t be summer without Vacation Bible School! It will be held 
from 9:00 a .m . until 11:30 a .m . on July 20th through the 24th . This year at 
“Gadget’s Garage,” kids will explore five Bible stories and discover that Jesus 
makes all things new, including each of them .

For more information, contact Melinda Grablis at (410) 620-2345 or at 
[melindagrablis@comcast .net] .

All things bright  
and beautiful,
all creatures  

great and small,
all things wise  

and wonderful,
the Lord God  

made them all!

Word search solution
(from back page)

Z B W W Q E M S M L U L L X W 
W R K J N A I E Z A M B V H M 
N F E N R G S S M K S A H I W 
T I B T D E S O I L B T R L E 
V K H C S P I M R C L A E K H 
M A M L T I O A M I C A H R T 
M A C E D O N I A L Q Q P M T 
Y J M H S H S I E J L G V N A 
V C A Q R S H S M O T H E R M 
D G R R S C E E G A I R R A M 
S X Y E A L E N G L C T S D E 
Z M J L M K E Z G A R B Z I L 
H D A B B H V N R E G N A M O 
N M R L O B I A I J R W J Y D 
E X Z W A R X R I T Z V T Y Y 

“Guess Who” answer

The young cowboy 
(a familiar face in 
our choir loft) is 
Murray Thompson!
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SPECIAL EVENTS  AND ACTIVITIES
“Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble..” 1 Peter 3:8

Boy Scout Sunday
We are coming into the 

warmer months when we 
will be doing many outside activities 
with the Scouts . 

If you have boys between the 
ages of 6 and 10 and would like 
to find out more about Scouts, 
please visit our web site at [www .
pack443elkton .org] or e-mail Karen 
Kuhn, Membership Committee,  at 
[kkuhn@pack443elkton .org] . 

Boys are welcome to visit either 
a den or pack meeting to see if they 
may be interested in joining .

Men’s fellowship breakfast
By Rev. George Leathrum

One of the joys of belonging to our 
church is the opportunity for fellow-
ship, and I feel sorry for those who 
do not avail themselves of the many 
opportunities to gather with like-
minded Christians . The men’s fellow-
ship breakfast is the only fellowship 
group that meets at 6:30 a .m ., so that 
makes us somewhat special! Come 
and join us at the Elkton Diner on 
the third Wednesday of the month .

May 20th

June 17th

July 15th

August 19th

September 16th

United Methodist Women’s 
6th annual Mother’s Day tea
By Nancy Stubbs, UMW Secretary

We hope you will plan to join us 
as women of all ages come together 
to celebrate mothers everywhere 
at 2:00 p .m . on Saturday, May 9th . 
Refreshments will include fruit, 
tea sandwiches, tea cakes, bars and 
cookies, lemonade, hot and cold tea . 
Our theme this year is “Presenting 
Our Children, Our Church .” 

The young girls in our Sunday 
School classes, under the guidance 
of Joanna Melvin, will entertain and 
surprise you with their many talents .

So wear your favorite hat, bring a 
pretty teacup and saucer and your 
camera, and let’s have our tea and 
cookies while we fellowship to-
gether and enjoy this Mother’s Day 
celebration!

Family game night
By Sandy Wherry

There will be a second family 
game night on Saturday, May 9th, at 
5:30 p .m . Bring a potluck dish to share 
and your favorite games for a fun 
evening with others . We had a great 
time last month and look forward to 
playing some of the new games we 
learned . Look for the sign-up sheet 
outside Rev . Bunnell’s office .  

Kimmel Center concert
By Sandy Wherry

We would like to extend an invita-
tion to anyone who would like to at-
tend the Philadelphia Young People’s 
Annual Festival at the Verizon Center 
on May 31st at 7:30 p .m . Tyler Bjerke 
will be playing French horn with the 
orchestra . If anyone is interested, 
please let Sandy Wherry know or call 
the church office . 

Youth confirmation
Come and celebrate with our youth 

confirmation class when, on Sunday, 
May 31st, they become professing 
members of our church family . They 
have been working hard with Mrs . 
Wherry and Rev . Bunnell since the 
end of last year – studying, hearing 
speakers, working with their friends-
in-faith, and being in service .

Mark your calendar to be with them 
on this very special day in their lives . 
This year’s youth confirmands are 
Wilson Forney, Gabe Funke, Jacob 
Gaz, Jackson Hill, Bailey Martin, 
Madison Olewine, Royce Russell, 
and Matt Smith .

Join the Classic Christians for a night of fabulous music! 
For the second year in a row, the Classic Christians will be sponsoring a 

bus trip to the Ocean Grove Choir Festival in Ocean Grove, New Jersey . The 
festival will take place on Sunday, July 12th, at 7:30 p .m . It will feature nearly 
1,500 singers performing in an auditorium that seats 7,000 people . Last year’s 
festival was absolutely fabulous, and everyone who attended from our church 
raved about it! 

The bus will leave the church parking lot at 1:30 p .m . and arrive in Ocean 
Grove around 3:30 to 4:00 p .m . You’ll have free time to look around the charm-
ing town and walk along the beach . Dinner will be on your own . Doors open 
for the festival at 6:30 p .m ., and the program begins at 7:30 . The bus will depart 
immediately following the service and arrive back in Elkton at approximately 
11:30 p .m . 

The cost for the bus is $25 per person . The sign-up sheet for the trip is on the 
table across from Rev . Bunnell’s office . Sign up soon because the bus is sure to 
sell out this year!



“A place to 
know Jesus, 
be known by 
Jesus, and 
make Him 
known to 

others .”

ADDRESS SERVICE REqUESTED

Elkton United Methodist Church
219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921

Church Staff

Senior Pastor: 
Karen F . Bunnell

Associate Pastor of  
Visitation Ministries: 

Don Hurst

Children & Education 
Ministries Director:

Melinda Grablis

Youth & Young Adults  
Ministries Director:

Sandy Wherry

Nursery Care Professional:
Mary Ann Schmidt

Secretary: 
Kay Mortimer

Organist: 
Sharon Williams

Director of Music:
Paul Deemer

Treasurer: 
William Vassalotti

Sexton:
Donald Ewing

office Hours Sunday Worship Services
Monday through Friday: 8:30 AM - 9:30 AM

8:00 AM - Noon 11:00 AM - Noon
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Wednesday Prayer Service

5:30 PM - 6:30 PM (Room 1)

Contact information Sunday School (for all ages)
Phone:  (410) 398-0933 9:45 AM - 10:45 AM

Email:  eumc@comcast .net Youth Fellowship
Web site: www .elktonumc .org Sunday evenings: 6:00 PM

Bible Verse Cryptogram
(solution is on page 6)

MACEDONIA
MALACHI
MANGER
MARK
MARRIAGE
MARTHA
MARY
MASTER
MATTHEW
MEEK
MELODY
MERCY
MESSENGER
MICAH
MINISTER
MIRACLES
MISSIONS
MOSES
MOTHER
MYRRH

M ’s of the Bible
(solution is on page 6)

Z B W W Q E M S M L U L L X W 
W R K J N A I E Z A M B V H M 
N F E N R G S S M K S A H I W 
T I B T D E S O I L B T R L E 
V K H C S P I M R C L A E K H 
M A M L T I O A M I C A H R T 
M A C E D O N I A L Q Q P M T 
Y J M H S H S I E J L G V N A 
V C A Q R S H S M O T H E R M 
D G R R S C E E G A I R R A M 
S X Y E A L E N G L C T S D E 
Z M J L M K E Z G A R B Z I L 
H D A B B H V N R E G N A M O 
N M R L O B I A I J R W J Y D 
E X Z W A R X R I T Z V T Y Y 

“QLLG CIPJ TEZBLJ’O FIHHEWVO EWV VI WIZ TIJOEQL 

CIPJ HIZBLJ’O ZLEFBYWD .”


