From the Pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,

thank you for your faithful attendance throughout the
summer, even in the midst of a renovation project. You’re
attendance – but you have shown that it didn’t make one bit
cally worshiped the Lord there! Sure, the chairs weren’t all
that comfortable, but oh how much more we’ll enjoy the
beautifully renovated pews when we go back to the sanctuary!
It’s been a great summer with the renovation project
(wait until you see how beautiful the sanctuary looks!); a
wonderful Vacation Bible School program with our Presbyterian neighbors; a fabulous mission trip by our team to
variety of musicians, especially some young ones!; a great
and very successful school supply drive for those in need,
and so much more.
And now, summer’s winding down, and a great fall lies
some wonderful ministry opportunities this fall, so be sure
to read this newsletter from cover to cover.
Elkton UMC is an exciting place to be. As we seek to
continually be a place to know Jesus, be known by Jesus,
and make Him known to others, my prayer is that your
faith in Him will grow deeper every time you enter our
doors, and that you will share that faith with others every
time you go out from the church into the world! I’m so
blessed to be on this journey with you!
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MISSIONS OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS

Missions Update

Submitted by Bob Gilmore, Chair

We are coming to the end of summer and, while vacations have taken up our time, there are still a lot of missions
opportunities. Our summer mission trip to Kentucky, under the leadership of Ted McDowell, saw another successful trip
with new and repeat members. We are looking forward to our annual yard sale and harvest festival dry good collection
for ICS. Something new in the works is an opportunity to support a Wounded Warrior Project and the vets at Perry
Point. And as always, our prayers and support continue for the Meeting Ground volunteers. Many other opportunities
arise all the time. If you are led in the missions direction, contact me and you too can be involved.

Mentor Program

-

Submitted by Nancy Mitchell, Program Chair

-

with their assigned students.
During the one hour session, mentors help with school work, read stories, and play games. Students who are chosen
are mentored are thrilled to leave the classroom for an hour and have one-on-one time with an adult.
If you are interested in learning more about the program, please call Nancy Mitchell at 410-398-9344 or 443-2072482.

Community Kitchen
Submitted by Mary Mackie

United Methodist Church will be providing and serving lunch
at Elkton Presbyterian Church on Friday, September 6, 2013.
Our menu will include vegetable soup, sandwiches, fresh fruit
and a dessert. If you would like to help serve, please arrive at
EPC at 10 a.m. Lunch will be from 12 to 1 p.m. A sign-up
sheet will be on the table across from the Welcome Center.
If you have any questions, please contact Mary Mackie at
410-398-3356.

Mission Trip News

MISSION YARD SALE
COMING SOON!!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2013
8:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.

Cleaning out?? New and used items needed for
the annual Mission Yard Sale
Please – no clothes, tv’s or computers
September 29th
Pick up is also available anytime. Please call
Pauline Eaton (302-737-5031)
or

Ted McDowell (410-398-7988).
timer, Travis Russell, Evan Sluder and Amy Wherry) who
traveled to Kentucky for the mission trip wish to thank the
Missions committee and the church congregation for
making this trip possible and allowing us to be the hands
and feet of Jesus. We also want to thank the adults who
made sure that we were safe as we endeavored to serve as
the hands and feet of Jesus with their supervision, guidance and patience as we learned new skills. Our sincere and
heartfelt thanks!
wish to thank the committee and the congregation for providing us with the funds for project supplies, travel
money to Kentucky and back so that we could be part of such a needed and wonderful outreach. We also wish to
thank the hard working and dedicated young people who so willingly gave of their time and talents. A special
thanks goes to Amy Wherry for going above and beyond as she noticed the need, took the old church sign down,
sanded and repainted said sign during her time of relaxation.
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS

Sunday School and Education News
Shannon Laramore, Director of Children and Education Ministries

teacher to the classroom and begin a wonderful journey with Christ.
issues and world events and how the United Methodist beliefs are applied. In the Light of Faith uses short term DVD
International Lesson Annual.” Uppity Women of the Bible is a women’s study which focuses on fascinating women of the
short term DVD studies and open discussion. Please remember child care is provided for young children during the
Sunday School hour in the nursery.
Class
2 and 3 year olds
Pre-Kindergarten
Kindergarten & 1st grade
2nd grade

Teacher
Susan Starrett/Susan Zimmer
Jane Kovicak/Kristen Czarnecki
Barb Pinder/Jeanette Perkins
Diane Mauk/Linda Renshaw

Room
Room 21
Room 27
Room 28
Room 1

5th & 6th grade

Marlene/Bob Gautsch

Room 32

8th grade & High School

Rob Kovicak/Kelly Eddinger

Basement

Faith Link
In the Light of Faith
Tradition and Wisdom
Uppity Women of the Bible
Choir Study (9-9:45)

Adult Classes
Rick Ceresini
Gaultney’s & Noll’s
Ivan Mehosky
Kim Artrip
Loretta Brockell/Krista Gilmore

Room 35
Room 34
Chapel
Room 33
Parlor

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School was a big success as we joined the Elkton Presbyterian Church and hosted 60 children this
everyone who volunteered and participated in this year’s Vacation Bible School! I would also like to thank the members

Children’s Church

Children ages 5 through 3rd grade are invited to attend Children’s Church on Sunday mornings in Room 1 during the

Nursery
22-24 and is available during both services and the Sunday School hour.

Christian Education Sunday

Christian Education Sunday will be held on September 22. During this time, we will be praying for all the Sunday
School teachers as they dedicate their service to the Lord. Our second graders will also be presented with Bibles at this
time. Please join us on this special occasion.

CONFIRMATION

We invite all those entering the 7th grade and those youth who wish to join church but have not
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YOUTH GROUP YOUNG ADULTS
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM

Youth and Young Adult News

Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries

YOUTH GROUP – D.O.C. (Disciples of Christ)
considered a member). Our mission is to be the hands and feet of Jesus. Our destination: Heaven (to know the Triune God
with parental & congregational involvement. If interested, please contact Sandy Wherry (texting is preferred) @ 443-3090160 or by email: slwherry@comcast.net.
We will begin Youth Group this year with our Scavenger Hunt on September 8th at 5:30 p.m. Bring a friend or two and
join us for a night of fun and challenge. Parents: there will be a meeting while the students are solving the clues.

Looking Ahead Dates:

Crop Walk: October 6th @ 2 p.m. (a wonderful outreach to our community)
Youth Rally in Ocean City: January 10-12, 2014
Cost: $175 (scholarships are available)
SUMMER YOUTH GROUP THANK YOU!
CREATION
thank Phil Norman and Nick Underwood for getting the campers to Mt. Union, PA safely. Many, many thanks. Creation is
with wonderful endings!
YOUNG ADULTS
climbing, bowling, hiking, card/board games, concerts, prayer and discussion.
For more information, contact Sandy Wherry (texting is preferred) @ 443-309-0160 or by email: slwherry@comcast.net or
check the website: www.elktonumc.org.
Event dates: September 14th – hiking; September 28th – rock climbing; October 19th – paintball; November 19th –
Couples dinner for those 18/19 – 30 years old will be held on Friday, December 20th starting at 6:30 p.m.

College Outreach

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries and Sarah Bjerke, College Outreach Committee, Chair

ATTENTION PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS OF COLLEGE STUDENTS
We need college addresses and other contact information as soon as possible so

these packages from home.
We are also looking to start a committee for the College Care Packages
the donations of snacks and other goodies to our college students. If you would
like to help or just want to learn about the project, Sarah Bjerke will be meeting
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11:00 services.

Finance

Bill Ferringer, Committee Chair

Although the month of July resulted in a loss of ($13,881), we continue to have positive results through July year to

as you take vacation or are away from the church. You don’t have to worry about making up your pledge once you
return. It is easy and it is safe. If you haven’t signed up for online giving, you should consider this as a way to keep
your giving up-to-date even during our busy and hectic lives.
$29,400 through July. When you read this, the sanctuary/balcony project should be complete, and we will be back in
the sanctuary holding our Sunday morning services.
As always, Elkton United Methodist Church continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to know Jesus,
be known by Jesus, and make Him known to others.”

FINANCIAL REPORT
Income
Expenses
Net Income/(Loss)

July 2013
$34,388
48,269
(13,881)

July YTD
$281,159
270,184
10,975

Submitted by Faye Camors, Chair

I hope that everyone has been visiting the sanctuary and enjoying the progress of the update. Forest Lawn Woodworking has done a beautiful job with the pews and is beginning the process of returning them to the church. It will

work on the repairs.
work is exceptional and they were wonderful to work with.
ment will amaze you.

-

along on schedule.
We still have work to do on cleaning and moving furniture and hymnals and Bibles back into their rightful places,
Weldin Hall, but September 1st....communion in the sanctuary!
In another area, the new fence around our old ugly A/C units should be up by the end of August. Kay Michael has
donated three beautiful standing-height tables for our hospitality area to make everything a little more comfortable,
trained; so don't try to have a heart attack at EUMC; we will take care of you! Our borders and lawn have really come
a long way in the last year. I think our facility is in very good shape at this point. However, your input is always
welcome....and feel free to volunteer if you feel the urge to have something done!
along with a renovation!
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Classic Christians’ September Meeting
Judy Pugh and Gretchen Ginder about their recent trip to the Holy Land. All persons 50 and over are invited to take
part in Classic Christians events. To sign up for the meeting on the 20th, see the sheet on the table across from the
Welcome Center.

Request from the Nominating Committee

Our church’s Nominating Committee is currently working on selecting persons to serve on our committees and
boards. If you have an interest in serving on a particular board, please send an email to eumc@comcast.net and your
name will be forwarded to the committee for consideration

Missing Wheelchairs

Our church used to have two wheelchairs available for use on Sunday morning and other times when someone might
need a little help getting around. Over the course of time, both of them have disappeared. If you might have borrowed
one of them for short-term use, please return it. Or if you have a wheelchair to donate to the church, please call the

Remember the Church in Your Will

All of the beautiful renovation work that was done in our sanctuary this summer happened because two families in our
church remembered us in their last will and testament. When you are making your own plans for how your estate will
to future members of our congregation, and you will leave a lasting legacy for the Lord’s work.

“Guess Who"

Do you enjoy guessing the “Guess Who?”
Do you have a cute baby or toddler
photo of yourself or spouse or sibling,
any church member?
We would love to use it as our next "Guess Who"
in future newsletters.
Send photos to Kim Artrip at
kimartrip96@aol.com
Interested in Joining Elkton UMC? If you’re
interested in becoming a part of the Elkton UMC
family, then mark your calendar for Sunday,
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Member Orientation Class. It will take place at
12:15 p.m. in Weldin Hall and will include lunch.
During the class you’ll learn more about United
Methodism, about Elkton UMC in particular, and
about what it means to be a disciple of Christ, and
a member of the church. To sign up for the class,
please email eumc@comcast.net.

FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

2014 Men's Retreat - Dune's Manor Hotel, Ocean City Maryland
Submitted by Mike Noll

our best event yet. Men, please don't miss this awesome weekend. More details will be available this month!

Women’s and Men’s Retreat Dates Set

Just a reminder for the men and women in the church to mark your calendar for the upcoming retreats in winter 2014.
17-19 (MLK weekend), and the men’s retreat will be February 7-9. More details about both retreats will be coming in
the October newsletter.

Prayer Leaders
Submitted by Mike Noll

Do you enjoy praying for others? Do you enjoy praying with others? We are creating a new opportunity where a
"Prayer Leader" is available during our services that can aid our members and guests when they come up to the chancel

schedule will be like the Worship Leader schedule where you serve on a rotating basis. Please contact Mike Noll at
mikenoll@aol.com or at 410-404-2536 if you are interested or have any questions. We will be meeting this month to get
this ministry started!

Evangelism / Membership Committee Update
Submitted by Ellen Gruebel, Committee Chair

John 14:6 – Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through me."

how our Lord works?
Our committee recently met to discuss a wonderful book about how to spread the gospel called "Share Jesus With-

recipients of a similar outreach should be this year. We're also considering hosting a table at Elkton's Fall Fest event the
weekend of September 20-21. We hope everyone has had a wonderful summer, and we look forward to the return of
our church family this fall.

A Real “Glass” Act
by the Stewardship Committee

September is “EUMC Eyeglass Recycling Month”! Now is the time to clean out the dresser drawers for a worthy cause.
By donating your old eyeglasses, you will be changing someone’s life, perhaps by helping a child read, an adult succeed
in his job, or a senior maintain his/her independence. EUMC will be aiding the Elkton Lions Club in its collection of

clean, sort by prescription strength and package the glasses. Most of the recycled glasses are distributed to people in
need in developing countries where they will have the greatest impact.
prescription and reading glasses, sunglasses and plastic and metal frames. Children’s glasses are especially needed.
Recycling eyeglasses—just another way we can demonstrate stewardship in our church! Keep your “eyes” open for
those glasses no longer in use, and do a real “glass” act by donating them!!!!
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VBS

Mission Trip to Kentucky

11

Kick-Off Sunday

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Confirmation
Class
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

29

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Confirmation
Class
11:00 AM Worship Service
12:30 PM Church Picnic
6:00 PM Youth Group

22

Oct. Newsletter Deadline
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Confirmation
Class
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

15

Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
8:45 AM The Gathering
9:45 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Confirmation
Class
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:30 PM Youth Group
Kick-Off/Scavenger Hunt
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Worship is back in the
Sanctuary!
Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Worship Service

1

Sunday

30

6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Worship
Committee Meeting

23

6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Board of Trustees
Meeting

16

6:00 PM Girl Scout
Committee Meeting
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

9

Office Closed
Labor Day Holiday

6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting

2

Monday

September

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Rehearsal

24

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Women’s Retreat
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Rehearsal

17

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:15 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Board Mtg.
6:30 PM Communications
Committee Meeting

10

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Sunbridge, Nancy
Stubbs’ Team

3

Tuesday

6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

25

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Nominating
Committee Meeting

18

12:00 PM Ruth-Sarah
Circle
6:30 PM Dorcas Circle
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
6:30 PM Stewardship
Committee Meeting

11

10:30 AM Tele-Care
Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
6:30 PM Evangelism/
Membership Committee
Meeting

4

Wednesday

5

26

6:30 PM Priscilla Circle
8:00 PM AA Meeting

19

7:00 PM Administrative
Council Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

7:00 PM Staff Parish
Relations Committee
Meeting
7:00 PM Elizabeth Circle
8:00 PM AA Meeting

12

6:30 PM Man Food Man
Talk
7:00 PM Missions
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday

6

27

20

6:30 PM Classic Christians
Potluck Dinner & Program

13

12:00 PM Community
Kitchen at EPC

Friday

28

21

14

7

Saturday
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Contact Information

Senior Pastor...................Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director....Shannon Laramore
Youth & Young Adults
Ministries Director............Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director..Joanna Melvin
Nursery Care
Professionals.............Mary Ann Schmidt
Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sexton...................................Donald Ewing

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (Weldin Hall)
2nd Sunday of Each Month

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
SATURDAY
SUNDAY

JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY
JUNE

JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

Crossword puzzle solution on page 6!

