From the Pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! It’s always exciting to stand
at the start of a brand new year and consider
what good things God will do. It’s especially
exciting to think about what God has in store for
our church this year. Like some of you, our
church will make some New Year’s resolutions, if
you will, as our Administrative Council meets to
vision and plan together later this month. We’ll
pray and talk and ask God to lead us in the ways
He would have us go – ways that will lead us to
be more and more the place where people come
to know Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him
known to others.
You know, as I think about it, our church’s
mission statement, is not a bad personal mission
statement as well. Perhaps each of us should be
praying that God will make us more and more
people who seek to grow closer to Jesus with
every passing day, allow ourselves to be known
by Him by opening ourselves to receive His love
in whatever way or by whatever route it comes,
and then be people who make Him known to
others, by our personal witness and testimony.
Whatever your New Year’s resolutions turn out
to be, my prayer is that 2014 will be a good year
in your life, and a good year in the life of our
church. I start this year as I ended the last one –
praising God and giving Him thanks for the
blessing of serving as your pastor.
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A Quick Glance At Dates
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Planning & Vision Retreat

MISSIONS OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS

Missions News

Submitted by Bob Gilmore, Out-going Chair

another productive year as we continue to support as many
for this summer – July 12-20, 2014 - so it is never too early to
start planning. I would like to thank the committee members
that I have had the pleasure to work with as chair the last
me as I gained the knowledge of all the church does in
missions or what is needed in its own backyard.
Submitted by Terri Lokey

Shelter in November went very smoothly, thanks to all the
were so thankful for a warm and safe place to lay their head for
as site supervisor, Evelyn Jones for her phone call reminders,
Carol Robinson and Cheryl Ferringer for doing laundry, the
Spragues for their endless supply of paper products and their
use of a truck, Heidi Gaultney for the haircuts, Faye Camors
many, many cooks, hosts, overnighters, intake helpers and
and meals were so appreciative of your kindness and generosity.
Believe it or not, we are already in the midst of preparing for
our second week of hosting the shelter during the week of
bulletin board to assist at the shelter and for food
evenings, so if you are interested in game playing, a bible
study, a sing-along, teaching knitting, or just hanging out,
please sign up for those as well.
Meeting Ground, the organization that runs the rotating
shelter, as well as several others shelters in the area, is always
looking for volunteers, either at the rotating shelter during
other weeks or in other programs. Donations are also always
welcomed!! If you are interested in volunteering or donating,
talk to me or call Meeting Ground directly at 410-620-3128.
Submitted by Linda White

lies this past Christmas. It was a big success again this year as
we were able to serve 33 children in our own neighborhoods.
Fourteen of these children were from Immaculate Conception
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was presented with a Bible given by Elkton United
Methodist Church. A special thank you goes out to
the Melvin family, Joanna, Johnny & Jocelyn, who
families. Angel Tree has been a wonderful way to
help build a bond between incarcerated parents and
their children by sending God's message of love to
members of our church has made this missions
project a success for the past 14 years!

-

4K For Cancer

Submitted by Evan Sluder

My name is Evan Sluder, some of you may know me as
Ken and Phyllis McCoy’s grandson, and I am a sophobe biking across the country from Baltimore to San
Francisco to raise money for young adults with cancer.
Last summer, I witnessed my good friend and family
Mike inspired me through his battle to contribute to the
cancer community. Mike passed away August 5th 2013, right before I went back to school. I saw the 4k For
Cancer at the activities fair when I got back to school, and
I knew it was an opportunity for me to help others who
are also in this battle; I felt that this was something I
needed to do. So I immediately got all the information I
a nerve-racking interview process and some learned
4k is a 70 day 4000+ mile journey on which I will be on a
road bike, pedaling from the Baltimore Inner Harbor to
the San Francisco Bay. Along the way, we will be stopping
at hospitals and other communities to tell people about
what we are doing and spend time with those who have
support my cause; almost 90 percent of all the proceeds
will go to the people that we are riding to help. I will need
all the support I can get through prayer and also monetary donations. If you would like to donate to my cause,
or you can
donate by sending the check to:
4K for Cancer
921 E Fort Ave, Ste. 325
Baltimore, MD 21230
Please include your email and the name of the rider
(Evan Sluder) to whom you are making the donation. If
you have any questions for me about the 4k or other ways
you can get involved, please email me at
etsluder@gmail.com.
Evan

EDUCATION AND EVENTS
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS

Sunday School and Education Events

Submitted by Shannon Laramore, Director of Children and Educational Ministries

Sunday School teachers worked very hard and the show was a big success!
to the new outdoor ice skating rink in Chesapeake City. Cost is $5.00 per half hour which
Landing, behind Town Hall. Skating will begin at 1:00. Please sign up across from Rev. Bunnell’s

Consumer Connection News
Submitted by the Communications Committee

Dishwasher Detergents

ing but bad for the environment. Tablets or packets tend to clean better than gels or powders. Run the hot water for a
minute before turning on the dishwasher.
rid of the remaining vinegar.
Get a “Real” Person
Do you get tired of pushing buttons and getting recorded messages on your phone? To bypass automated phone
prompts. You can get a list that will tell you how to reach a “real” person. Another free service is LucyPhone, but you
have long waits on hold.
Unusual Uses
Since it hit the market in 1959, cooking spray has evolved into a kitchen cupboard staple. Now it can be a valuable
household tool. Shoveling Snow - make the job easier by coating your snow shovel with cooking spray If squeaky doors
drve you crazy-- spritz the hinges with no stick cooking spray. Use a paper towel to wipe up any drips.

coating hair. In addition, aspirin can be mixed with potting compost to prevent fungus forming around roots of plants.
Useful Web Sites
www.DiYorNot.com
versus doing it yourself.
www.net.nih.gov/health
www.SlickDeals.net Find out where you can get good deals on laptops, video games, TV’s, cameras and more.
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YOUTH GROUP YOUNG ADULTS
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM

Youth and Young Adult News
Submitted by Sandy Wherry

continued to prepare for this busy season, we turned our focus to others in our own community. We hosted a Christmas
party for the Domestic Violence Center and enjoyed seeing the smiles on the faces of the children who came to celebrate
the joy of the season.
Forney, Karen Gravatt and our adopted Grandparents, Ron and Nancy Fetterolf for the delicious food you provided and
the warm and lovely atmosphere that surrounded us.
Congratulations to all the youth who had parts in the Nutcracker and the various chorus groups. We are very proud
of you!
group, please join us, we would love to have you.
*Special Note:
providing tutoring. If you are a student or know a student who could use a little extra help, please call and let us know so
that we can set up our schedule. If you would like to help as a tutor, please let us know the area where you would like to
help (math, English, history, etc.).

Young Adult Group

We welcome all our college students home for the winter break. We are hoping to have a few get togethers while you
are relaxing.

BLACK ICE
BLIZZARD
BOOTS
CARNIVAL
CHRISTMAS
COLD
EGG NOG
FIREPLACE
FIREWOOD
FOG
FREEZE
FROST
GLOVES
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HAIL
HEADBAND
HIBERNATION
HOCKEY
HOLIDAYS
ICE FISHING
ICICLES
KNIT CAP
LONG UNDERWEAR
MITTENS
OLYMPICS
PARKA
SCARF

SEASON
SKATES
SKI DOO
SKI PANTS
SKIING
SLED
SLEET
SLIPPERY
SNOW CASTLE
SNOW PLOW
SNOW SHOVEL
SNOW TIRES
SNOWBALL

SNOWBOARD
SNOWFLAKE
SNOWMAN
SNOWSHOES
SOLSTICE
SOUP
STEW
STORM
SWEATSHIRT
TOBOGGAN
VACATION
WIND CHILL
WOOL SOCKS

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!

Finance

Bill Ferringer, Chairman

amount to $9,088.
received so far for 2014 are $291,200 for Ministry and Trustees, $43,100 for Missions and $77,000 for the
thank everyone for their continued support to EUMC.
and Trustees spending budget was approved for $425,500 and the Missions spending budget was approved
expected income for Missions is $53,400.
As always, Elkton United Methodist Church continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to know
Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him known to others.”

FINANCIAL REPORT
Income
Expenses
Net Income/(Loss)

November 2013
$43,791
38,415
5,376

November YTD
$435,490
426,402
9,088

Trustees’ News

Submitted by Faye Camors, Chair

New Members

We welcome the newest members
into our church family!

Charles Allport
Barbara and Al Bacon
Danita Catron
Chris Laning
Daneyeil and Dan Potts
Tom Zaleski
“You are welcome at my house”
JUDGES 19:20

Welcome to the new co-chairs of Trustees....Ted McDowell and Rich Gruebel.
I just wanted to say thank you to everyone who has worked so hard with me
over the last two years. We have accomplished a lot and I know all of that time
spent improving our facility will go on. It's been fun and I have gotten to know

Attention all Administrative Council Members
on Saturday, January 25th in Weldin Hall from 8 a.m. – 12:00 noon. During the
retreat, we will set goals for 2014 and look more closely at ways to implement
them. If you chair a church committee and cannot attend the retreat, please be
sure that someone from your committee can represent you at the retreat that
day. If that’s the case, please email Rick Ceresini, Ad. Council Chairperson, at
mrc19701@gmail.com to let him know who will be attending.

If you are interested in joining Elkton UMC, please email

5

Financial Counting Team
Elizabeth M. Evans

On behalf of the Financial Counting Team, I wish to say it would be greatly appreciated if everyone writing a

check. For those who do not have envelopes, your computer number is inserted on your check by the Counting
Team, or Elizabeth Evans at 410-398-2340 will be glad to advise you of your number.
church and we are most grateful for everyone's help in this manner.

Attention On-Line Givers

Don’t forget that you need to go online and update your giving amounts for 2014. Simply go onto the
church’s website at elktonumc.org and click on the on-line giving link and it will instruct you on how to input
the information.

served our church faithfully and well, and we are so grateful for all they did. Many of them are moving on now to
serve in new capacities in the church. Please take the opportunity to thank –
Faye Camors, chairperson of the Board of Trustees
Heidi Gaultney, chairperson of the Stewardship Committee
Bob Gilmore, chairperson of the Missions Committee
Mike Noll, Lay Leader
Carol & Roger Robinson, lay members of Annual Conference
you so much!

Welcome to New Church Leaders

We welcome the following persons who are assuming new leadership positions in our church, starting January
1st. Please include in your prayers – Ted McDowell and Rich Gruebel, who will co-chair the Board of Trustees;
tee; and Kim Artrip who will move from being Associate Lay Leader to Lay Leader. Please pray for all of these
persons as they lead us in ways to help more and more people know Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him
known to others!
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

instrumentalists who made our worship services so spectacular this Christmas season.
Your hard work, time and commitment did not go unnoticed.
I look forward to a new year of working with all of you. Start the new year out right
by sharing your musical talent with us by joining a choir, playing a musical instrument
or singing a solo in worship. You may contact me at stwilliams10@comcast.net
Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Service

On Monday, January 20th, Wrights AME Church will host its annual
a.m. at the church which is located just down the street from our parking
lot on Booth Street. Everyone is invited to take part in this always-spirited
service, as we remember the life of the great civil rights leader and pastor.

tism
Bap
Brynn Leigh Svoboda,
daughter of Daniel & Rebecca

tism
Bap
Greyson Meyer Sizemore,
-Our wonderful musicians – vocal, handbell, brass – and their
son of Garon Sizemore & Letha Moszer
wonderful leaders Sharon, Steve, Paul and Joanna. You add so
much to our worship!
-All who make Sunday mornings run so smoothly – ushers,
hospitality hosts and hostesses, greeters, hall monitors, Welcome Center volunteers, sound and camera
personnel, nursery volunteers, communion stewards, counting teams, and parking lot attendants.
servers.
choir with their wonderful cantata!
-All who helped with the many giving opportunities in Advent – the Mitten Tree, Angel Tree, Operation
Christmas Child boxes, Board of Child Care Red Stockings, and the College Care Packages.
To all who helped in any way, thank you, thank you, thank you – it was a great Advent/Christmas at Elkton UMC!

New Communion Service Begins in January

On Wednesday evenings, from 6:30-7:00 p.m. in the Chapel, the

long, but will include times for prayer and meditation, as well.

Baptisms

If you would like to
schedule a baptism, please
email Rev. Bunnell at
eumc@comcast.net
or
Elizabeth Bower
410-398-0933.
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FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

Dorcas Circle News

Submitted by Connie Wilkinson, Secretary

our prayer shawl ministry. Unfortunately, the need has far surpassed our ability
to keep up with the number of shawls and lap blankets that we would like to
be able to present. If you are interested in joining us in this meaningful
project, please contact Nadine Allen at nadine_allen@comcast.net for
more information.

Joy of Faith 2014

Submitted by Ellen Gruebel, Chair Evangelism/Membership Committee

Luke 12:8 - Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess
before the angels of God.

a couple of years to get on his schedule! David will perform a show on Saturday night at 7 p.m. in the Elkton High
School auditorium, which will be free of charge, and open to the public – so invite your friends and neighbors.
Before that, we’ll enjoy our usual fabulous dinner prepared by Gerry Treese and friends in the school cafeteria at
5:30 p.m. Cost for the dinner will be $10 for adults, and $5 for children, and tickets will be on sale Sunday mornings starting January 12, 2014. We’ll also be having our community prayer breakfasts on Saturday, February 1st.
Sign-ups for those will be in January worship bulletins. Our committee thanks all who are helping to make the
weekend possible – Kevin Forman, our tech guru for the Saturday night program, Gerry Treese and company for
the dinner, and Nancy Crawford and the Communications Committee for publicity. Mark your calendars now,
and plan to enjoy the entire Joy of Faith Weekend – February 1st and 2nd!

It’s Time for the Women’s Retreat

On Friday, January 17th, 89 women from our church will be heading down to Ocean City MD for our annual

that God will grant them traveling mercies, and that it will be a spiritually and personally enriching time for them
all. While Rev. Bunnell is away on the retreat, the Rev. Jack Shitama, Director of Camping and Retreat Ministries
for our conference (and the father of Megan Shitama, who preached for us this summer) will be our guest

Classic Christians’ News
Hall. It will begin with a potluck dinner (bring a dish to share) and continue with a program. Please sign up on
the sheet across from the Welcome Center.
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Children’s Christmas Program

January Birthdays
“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.: Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

1/1
1/1
1/2
1/2
1/3
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/7
1/8
1/8
1/9
1/9
1/9

Edward Lynerd
Katherine Sparks
Sandra Lavelle
Rita Norman
Lynn Dech
Vivian Gaz
Donald Ewing
Kaitlyn Czarnecki
Leslie Slak
Bryan Dougherty
Betty Budrow
Laura Gray
Ivan Mehosky
Cortni Potts
Joseph Slayman
Sandy Smith
Lea Gochnauer
Isobel Mahoney
Herbert Perry

1/10
1/11
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/12
1/13
1/13
1/13

Lucinda Wright
James (Bob) Cameron
Robert Heath, III
Carol Zervas
Al Bacon
William Carroll
Jenna Chambers
Sheila Hendricks
Jacob Johnston

1/15
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/15
1/17
1/18
1/18
1/19
1/19

Margaret Bunnell
Anthony Cimorosi
Kurt Juergens
Jack Laramore
Jennifer Slayman
Buddy Camors
Peggy Ann Marking
Noah Noll
Betty Deibert
Carrie Olewine

1/21 Jennifer Gray
1/21
1/21
1/22
1/22

Joanna Melvin
Scott Williams
Marissa Slater
Mary Schmidt

1/23
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/24
1/25
1/27
1/28
1/28
1/28
1/28
1/31
1/31

Henrietta Boyce-Egner
Nancy Fetterolf
Jenna Pruett
Barbara VanSchaick
Charlie Campbell
Autumn Henry
Taylor Cimorosi
Harley Long
Tonia McMillan
Gretchen O'Neal
Mary Werner
David Miller
Lauren Pressler

apologies. Alene's birthday was November 22nd.

January Anniversaries
1/2

Maynard & Mary Lou Shaw

1/15 Kurt & Sarah Juergens
1/21 Robert & Virginia Selner
1/30 David & Sandy Wherry
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8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

26

Women’s Retreat
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

19

6:30 PM Cub Scouts (WH)
6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Board of Trustees
Meeting

27

6:45 PM Handbell Choir

MLK Holiday
Office Closed

20

6:30 PM Cub Scouts (WH)
6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

13

Youth Return from Rally
Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
8:45 AM The Gethering
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

12

6

6:00 PM Girl Scout Board
Meeting
6:30 PM Cub Scouts (WH)
6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM women’s Retreat
Committee Meeting

Monday

Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
1:00 PM Sunday School Ice
Skating
6:00 PM Youth Group
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Sunday

January

7

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society

28

21

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society

14

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 PM Communications
Committee Meeting

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Sunbridge, Ruth
Deibert’s Team

Tuesday

6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

29

22

6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

February Newsletter
Deadline
6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

15

8

Happy New Year!
Office Closed

10:30 AM Tele-Care Mtg.
12:00 PM Ruth-Sarah
Circle Meeting
6:30 PM Evangelism/
Membership Committee
Meeting
6:30 PM Dorcas Circle
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

1

Wednesday

8:00 PM AA Meeting

30

8:00 PM AA Meeting

23

7:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

16

6:30 PM Stewardship
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Elizabeth Circle
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

9

6:30 PM Man Food Man
Talk
8:00 PM AA Meeting

2

Thursday

31

24

6:30 PM Classic Christians’
Potluck Dinner & Program

Women’s Retreat in
Ocean City, MD

17

10

1:00 PM Youth leave for
Youth Rally in Ocean City,
MD

3

Friday

Youth Rally in
Ocean City

25

8:00 AM-12:00 PM
Administrative Council
Retreat

18

Women’s Retreat in
Ocean City, MD

11

4

Saturday

2014

Contact Information

Senior Pastor...................Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director....Shannon Laramore
Youth & Young Adults
Ministries Director............Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director..Joanna Melvin
Nursery Care
Professionals....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sexton...................................Donald Ewing

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (Weldin Hall)
2nd Sunday of Each Month

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

