From the Pastor

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,
As I sit down to write this letter, we are
cleaning up from yet another snow storm! As
much as I love snow, this is getting old! But one
stuck inside is having a lot of time in my home
Easter. I’ve been laying out plans for the Lenten
sermon series, the special services, and the
Lenten Lunch and Learn class I always teach.
While Lent is a contemplative time, and not
always a favorite season for many people, it
provides us an opportunity to be still and
consider the state of our souls and our relationship with Jesus. It is a time when we are vividly
and profoundly reminded just how much Jesus
loved us – so much that He gave His very life
for us.
I want to invite you to enter into Lent fully
this year. Commit to pray regularly, attend
worship every week, and observe Sabbath (not
just to have time for yourself, but to have time
to be with Jesus). I promise that if you do,
Easter will be even more glorious!
I am blessed to be on this Lenten journey
with you, and pray that, indeed, it will be a time
that you draw closer to Christ!
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A Quick Glance At Dates

March 1
Prom Boutique Opens
March 5
Ash Wednesday Service
March 21
Classic Christians' Meeting
March 27
Celebrate the Tanners
March 28-29
'Dare to Share' Event

Before you go to bed on Saturday, March 8th, turn your clock
ahead one hour because Daylight Saving Time begins that night.

MISSIONS OUTREACH
“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS

Missions Committee News
On Wednesday February 12th, a small group from
EUMC attended an orientation class at the Perry Point
the Perry Point Veterans hospital.
Later that same day, a smaller part of this core group
along with three residents of the Elkton Community,
visited with and escorted residents of the Perry Point VA
Hospital to a band concert on the Hospital grounds.
On Friday February 14th, two members of EUMC
to 100+ honorable men and women who served our
country and are now in residence at Perry Point.
Perry Point is a 400 + bed facility devoted to the physiwomen who have given their best so that we may all live
and worship freely.
In the future, we hope to have more opportunity for and
involvement from members of the Elkton United Methodist Church in showing appreciation for our wounded and
lonely Veterans. Our mission intention is to bring aid and
comfort to our brave men and women who have given so
much for us.
Mathew 25:40 whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.
James 2:18 - But someone will say, “You have faith; I have
deeds. Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show
you my faith by my deeds.”

One Great Hour of Sharing

On Sunday, March 30th, we’ll receive our annual One

Meeting Ground's Emergency Winter
Rotating Shelter
Submitted by Terri Lokey

During the week of February 10th, EUMC hosted our
second week as hosts for the Emergency Rotating
Shelter. Due to the on-going snow and colder weather,
we had up to 36 folks in the shelter overnight. During
our week, we had three bouts of snowfall and were able
to extend everyone's stay in the shelter during several
days to keep people out of the elements. I wish to thank

during this week as I have attempted to slowly back out
of my site supervisor duties since my responsibilities as
ladies, with the assistance of many, many volunteers,
have done an awesome job of running the shelter. I
would like to restate here what I included in our
monthly email message to our Meeting Ground
supporters:
"I was working at the Emergency Winter Rotating
Shelter Wednesday night as it started to snow… again!
- in
Our church volunteers were working hard to keep folks
for the next two days as we awaited the impending storm.
I sat with a woman and her adult daughter as they talked
about the events in their lives over the past year that led
them to seek services through Meeting Ground. A family
death, a disabled car, and a door surprisingly closed
found them at the Mary Randall Center, then at the
Rotating Shelter where they received warm beds, lovingly
prepared meals, and new friends who were willing to
envisioned that they would be at this place in their lives,
but a hopeful job interview which had occurred that day
and the love they are receiving from Meeting Ground
enough about the services and treatment they had experi-

Relief. UMCOR, as it is known, is on the scene almost
humanitarian relief in the name of Jesus. In the past, our
church has been among the leading givers to OGHS on our
district, and this year, we’ve been challenged by my former
church, Aldersgate UMC to see who can raise the most
and give generously to this wonderful, wonderful ministry!
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and the fundraising events rolling, that we can easily
forget why we do what we do. Blessed be the Lord for the
gentle reminders he places before us!"
I want to thank EUMC for your generous donation of
running each year. Without the help of generous volunteers like you, the shelter would not be possible.

EDUCATION AND EVENTS
“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS

Sunday School News

Submitted by Shannon Laramore, Director of Children & Educational Ministries

Are you looking for a great experience this summer? Don’t forget to check out Camp Pecometh
this season so please see www.pecometh.org for details. A representative from the Camp will visit
with us on March 23rd during the Sunday School hour in Weldin hall. Parents are also invited to
attend.

Lenten Studies for Adults
Choir Study

by Adam Hamilton on March 2nd.

Jesus from his baptism to the heart of his ministry.
In the Light of Faith will also be studying
by Adam Hamilton, and will begin on March 9th during the
Sunday School hour in Room 34.
Lenten Lunch and Learn
Jesus Christ.

Library News

Submitted by Sandra Lavelle

Before we know it warm weather will be here, bringing with it the tantalizing prospect of sitting outside with a good
book. But why wait! We have a great many wonderful books and DVDs, including many new additions, within the past

to the sign-out sheet when you return a book, as this will help others decide on their next great read. It will also help
determine what types of books to acquire in the future.
Finally, we'd like to start a book club. Participants would meet once a month to discuss and share thoughts on the
contact me either by phone: 410-620-0631 or email: szimmie@hotmail.com .
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” ~ Joseph Addison, English essayist, poet and politician.

Mark Your Calendars!
homemade spaghetti sauce! Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 5th from 4-7 p.m. and join us for
our semi- annual Spaghetti Dinner and bake sale. Tickets will once again be $10/adults and
$5/children under 10. We are also bringing back our family pricing plan of a maximum of $30
for an individual family up to 6 people. So bring your friends, neighbors and relatives for a great
dinner and even better fellowship all while supporting great projects happening around our
church! Questions? Or would you like to volunteer for the dinner?
Contact Faye Camors at 410-392-5548 or Bethany Buckley at buckley91@comcast.net.
We hope to see you there!
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YOUTH GROUP YOUNG ADULTS
“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM

Youth and Young Adult News

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Home Depot, WaWa, Dunkin Donuts, Starbucks, many grocery stores, restaurants in our area, specialty stores,
will use to fund some activities, use for our mission work including our sponsorship of three Compassion Chilstation, the meals you eat out, your large purchases: refrigerators, stoves, furniture and those cards you send to

New Project
backpacks that your children/grandchildren will not be using and are just sitting around the house; we now have

Looking Ahead
place on March 28th and 29th. Our adult leadership team must choose you to attend this event. Please say
“yes” if you are chosen by our leaders.

Souper Bowl Sunday

to send $755. THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Prom Boutique Opens March 1st

If you are looking for a Prom gown come and
check out our FREE gowns. We have many in
various sizes and they are all FREE including
open on Saturdays from 9 a.m. – Noon. Please
invite all young ladies you know to come and
check out our gowns before going to spend
boutique is open to everyone. Special requests for
Contact Amanda @ 443-907-6006 or
Sandy @ 443-309-0160
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Finance

Bill Ferringer, Chairman

big factor in attendance and that has followed through to the giving being down. On the upside, those members who
If you don’t give online, you might want to consider doing this. It is easy to get set up and once you do, you don’t
have to worry about it until next year when you change your pledge.
tered so far this year is also making for an increase in the heating for the church and the electric charges are up at the
parsonage, which is heated by heat pumps. We are a strong church and we will persevere through these challenging
times.
stands at $99,400.
As I always say, Elkton United Methodist Church continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to know
Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him known to others.” And everyone is important as “You Matter” to us.

FINANCIAL REPORT
Income
Expenses
Net Income/(Loss)

January 2014
$37,222
44,113
(6,891)

Trustee’s News

Rich Gruebel, Co-Chairman

reducing the amount of power used. Each hanging chandelier (with 14 bulbs) was reduced from over 1,500 watts of

Because You Matter!

WIN-WIN

Submitted by Faye Camors

If you have noticed the new LED lighting in our sanctuary, that has been done thru a program with DelMarVa and a
-

to this fund with your electric bill. Now it's time to get some of that back!
you with a report about things that can be done to lower your electricity costs. It may be to add some insulation to
certain areas, replace an old appliance, etc. Not only will they make these suggestions, but will provide you with
additional rebates and other ways to lower the cost of making these improvements.
the steeple and replacing our Emergency Exit signs is around $7500.00. Our church will pay that bill and then we will
Each chandelier, with incandescent bulbs used 1340 kw per hour. Now that we have converted to the LED bulbs we
are using less than 100 kw per hour, that is a 90% savings! In my book that is remarkable.
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WIN-WIN continued...
So, as with this program there are incentives to sign up for this energy audit. For each person who signs up for the
aud it thru our church, EUMC will receive a $5.00 credit towards our portion of the costs of making these changes. I
light bulbs and gives you other nice money saving opportunities, and it costs you nothing but an hour of your time.
And the church gets $5.00. Win-Win.
Let me know if you are interested; I have sign-up cards in the Hospitality Area.

Submitted by Nancy Crawford

heroes" who manage the daily operations and needs of our church making sure everything gets done. We hope you'll
enjoy meeting them and getting to know them better.
Meet Kay Mortimer
Our Administrative Assistant
Kay is an Elkton native, born and raised right here. She attended Elkton Christian Academy (K-4th grade), Kenmore
Elementary, Cherry Hill Middle School and Elkton High School. She also attended and graduated from Goldey Beacom
College where she received an AS in Medical Administration. Before leaving the work force to raise her children, Kay
division, their legal division, and in the medical sales division.
When her twins were born, in 1995, Kay made the decision to stay home to raise her children. For the next 12 years,
she was a dedicated stay-at-home Mom raising her three children, Alyson, Elizabeth and Patrick. Alyson, her oldest
daughter, is a graduate of the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City and is working in product development
where she's majoring in biology/pre-vet, and Patrick is attending Hofstra University pursuing a degree in mechanical
engineering.
Once the kids were old enough, Kay decided it was time to return to work. She saw a job listing for the secretarial
strong organizational skills... attributes that Kay clearly possesses and demonstrates week in and week out. Kay's duties
and responsibilities run the gamut from sorting and distributing mail, to handling incoming and outgoing email, sendsupplies and equipment, operating our electronic sign, scheduling use of our facilities, to preparing our weekly bulletins,

She brought Kay up demonstrating her strong faith in the Lord and being the world's best grandmother, setting a great
example in everything she did. Kay aspires to follow in her Mom's footsteps and is hoping to give as much to her future
grandchildren. Her most favorite pastime is enjoying the company of family and friends. She also loves reading, baking
and cooking, as well as shopping with her daughters.
Kay usually attends the 11:00 am worship service and before that she can be found in Room 33 in Weldin Hall where
the lively Uppity Women of the Bible Sunday school group meets to learn more about the various women of the Bible;
her favorite story is "the woman at the well." Kay's wonderful sense of humor enriches the many valuable insights she
brings to the group's discussions.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP
“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

Despite all the snow and cancellations, our music program continues to thrive on Sunday mornings.
Mark your calendars!
What: Cantata, Canticle of the Cross by Joseph M. Martin.
When: Palm Sunday, April 13th at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. worship services.
Who: Our chancel choir, and those of you who would be interested in joining us
for rehearsals on Wednesday evenings prior to the cantata.
Rehearsals will be held on March 12th, 19th, 26th, April 2nd from 7:00 –
7:45 p.m. and April 9th from 6:30 - 8:30. All rehearsals will be in
the sanctuary. Questions? Contact Steve Gilmore or Sharon Williams.

December. It was so well received by our congregation that we decided to try one of his Lenten cantatas.
those talents with such a wonderful congregation.
(It's a boy)! Please keep us in your prayers as we prepare for such a blessed event.
A Baldwin walnut home organ needs a new home.
Owners are moving and not taking organ with them.
All documents and music booklets included. Any
@verizon.net.

Lent Begins

On Wednesday, March 5th, the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday. Lent is the 40 day (not including
Sundays) season which precedes Easter, in which we contemplate the ministry of our Lord, and the journey He
made to the cross for us and our salvation. We will begin our observance of Lent with an Ash Wednesday service

Weldin Hall. Come and take part in this contemplative service as we mark the beginning of Lent.

Sermon Series for Lent
By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

life and ministry. Sermons will include Jesus the Man, Jesus the Teacher, Jesus the Healer, Jesus the Living Water,
and Jesus the Savior. In each sermon, we’ll discover how who Jesus was and how what He did led to His death at
Calvary, but also to His victory over death three days later! Plan now to be in worship all the Sundays of Lent that

Looking Way Ahead

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

some of the Biblical and faith themes in a number of classic books, so I thought I would publish the names of the
books now, in case you want to read them ahead of time. On June 15th, the book will be a children’s book (but
really one for all ages) entitled I’ll Love You Forever. On June 22nd, the book will be one of my favorite books
ever, A Prayer for Owen Meany. And on June 29th, the book will be an American classic, To Kill a Mockingbird.
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FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

Evangelism / Membership Committee
Submitted by Ellen Gruebel, Chair

John 10:10

committee is planning a New Member class over the next few months once our weather improves. We wish
everyone safety and warmth during this memorable winter!

Judy & Joe Tanner Named Elkton’s 2014 “Citizens of the Year”
Hospital, to all that they have done and continue to do here at church. A banquet celebrating the Tanners
when they are available. Congratulations Judy and Joe!

By Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

What a wonderful weekend we had with David Dean as we celebrated our 10th year of Joy of Faith! None of it
would have been possible without the hard work of the Evangelism and Membership Committee, chaired by

Saturday night, to Joe Buckley for emceeing the event, and for our prayer breakfast hosts/hostesses – Joe and
Bethany Buckley, Wayne and Wendy Eller and Connie Wilkinson, Jane and Bob MacDonald, and Marge Jacobs
any ideas, let Ellen or Karen know!

Classic Christians’ March Meeting
followed by a night of Bingo (featuring great prizes). All persons 50 and older are invited to come and join in
the fun! To sign up, see the sheet on the table across from the Welcome Center.

Men’s Retreat 2014
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Sunday School
Bowling Outing

March Birthdays
“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.: Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

3/1
3/1
3/1
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/5
3/5
3/5
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/7
3/7
3/7
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/8
3/9

Virginia Barnes
Bettie Murray
Holly Wolf
Shirley Clark
Donald Hurst
Anna Valetutti
Sean Cooper
Vincent Dant
Evan Sluder
Sandra Anderson
Landon Marquette
Lillian Marquette
Jeanette Perkins
Sandy Wherry
Edwin Haines, Jr.
Andrew Lee
Timothy McDonald
John Jay Melvin
Angie Cain
Gabe Funke
Paul Schneider
Todd Bjerke

3/9
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/11
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/13
3/14
3/16
3/16
3/16
3/20
3/21
3/21
3/22
3/22
3/23
3/23
3/23

Hunter Tollinger
Katie Montgomery
Carly Smith
Bethany Buckley
Alexis Calderon
Nathan Kovicak
Charles Potts
Ethan Henry
Owen Veasey
Abigail Wolf
Molly Stahl
Vicki Collins
Julie Edwards
Teresa White
Caroline Grablis
Christina Dant
William Vassalotti
Sarah Bjerke
Katelyn Taylor
Taylor Blackiston
James Casen
Heidi Gaultney

3/23
3/24
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/26
3/27
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/29
3/29
3/30
3/30
3/30
3/30
3/30

Edna Lort
Charles Campbell
Steven Collins
Paul Smith
Alex Hitchens
Kimberly Hook
Gregory Dant
Madison Olewine
Mark Smith
Jacob Hook
Joshua Noll
Kristen Czarnecki
Matthew Cooper
Jack Kovicak
Mary Lou Parker
Madison Cebula
Paige Kortas
Molly Layton
David Sentman
Anna Smith

MarchAnniversaries
3/1
3/2
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William & Vanita Carroll
Emmitt & Loretta Brockell

2

One Great Hour of
Sharing
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

30

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Camp Pecometh
Meeting
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

23

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:30 AM College Outreach
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

16

Baptism
Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
8:45 AM The Gathering
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

9

Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sunday

31

6:00 PM Cub Scouts, WH
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Girl Scouts, Rm. 1
7:00 PM Trustees Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS

25

24

6:00 PM Cub Scouts, WH
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Girl Scouts, Rm. 1
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society

18

17

6:00 PM Girl Scout
Committee Meeting, WH
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:00 PM Girl Scouts, Rm. 1
6:30 PM Communications
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society
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6:00 PM Cub Scouts, WH
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

10

4
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Sunbridge, Nancy
Stubbs’ Team
6:00 PM Girl Scouts, Rm. 1
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society
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Tuesday

6:00 PM Cub Scouts, WH
6:00 PM Girl Scout Board
Meeting, Rm. 1
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

Monday

March

Ash Wednesday

12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

26

12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

19

12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Dorcas Circle
6:30 PM Cub Scouts
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
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10:30 AM Tele-Care
Meeting
1:00 PM Community
Kitchen Board Meeting
6:30 PM Evan/Memb
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:30 PM Worship Service

5

Wednesday

6:30 PM Priscilla Circle
Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

27

7:00 PM Administrative
Council Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

20

6:30 PM Stewardship
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Elizabeth Circle
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

13

6:30 PM Man Food Man
Talk
7:00 PM Missions
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting
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Thursday

28

7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Dress
Rehearsal

21

6:30 PM Classic Christians’
Potluck Dinner & Bingo

14

7

Friday

1

29

22

9:00 AM Cub Scouts’
Pinewood Derby

April Newsletter Deadline

15

8

Youth Spring Retreat

Saturday

2014

Contact Information

Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director....Shannon Laramore
Youth & Young Adults
Ministries Director............Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director..Joanna Melvin
Nursery Care
Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sexton...................................Donald Ewing

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

8:45 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. (Weldin Hall)
2nd Sunday of Each Month

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

BRUSH
BUCKETS
CHAMOIS
CHROME
CLEAN
DEAD BUGS
DIRT
DOOR HANDLES
DOORS
DRIVEWAY
DRY OFF

FENDERS
FRONT
GARDEN HOSE
GLASS
GRIME
HEADLIGHTS
HOOD
HUBCAPS
LICENSE PLATE
MIRRORS
MUD

PREPARATION
REAR
RINSE
ROOF
SCRUB
SIDES
SOAP
SPONGE
SQUEEGEE
SUDS
TAIL LIGHTS

TIRES
TOP
TOWELS
VEHICLE
WASH
WATER
WAX
WHEELS
WINDOWS
WINDSHIELD

