From the Pastor
By Rev. Graham

Dear Members and Friends,
Please read: 1Timothy 6:6-19.
During the early days of the American Republic, Benjamin Franklin,
What’s inside...
famous for his wit and how much he thoroughly enjoyed trimming
hecklers down to size, spoke about the Constitution of the United
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States. After one such stirring speech, one of those hecklers stood up
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and boldly walked a few paces toward the platform. “Aw, them words
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don't mean nothin' a-tall!” he shouted. “Where's all that happiness you
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say it guarantees us?”
Franklin smiled benevolently at the man and then Old Ben replied,
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“My friend, the Constitution only guarantees the American people the
Youth Group, Young Adults...4-5
right to pursue happiness. You have to catch it for yourself!” The Old
Ben must have been familiar with the Apostle Paul’s letters to Timothy
because there is similar sentiment expressed in today’s passage. We find
out that this Game of Life is not really about happiness but is a pursuit
for the life that really is life.
Like Ben Franklin, Paul understood that the abundant life Jesus talked about is really about the pursuit or the journey
and not the happiness itself. We forget that. So, many people seem to live life as a game but making up the rules as they
go along and altering them to suit their needs. But for Paul the Christian life was anything but a game. The Christian life
is the “pursuit of righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness” which allows us to “take hold of the life
that really is life.”
Those of us who live in the United States have no experience with royalty or with “kingdoms” ruled by kings or
queens. We have no royal family, so we have to invent our royalty. We had the “King of Rock’n’Roll,” Elvis Presley. We
had the “King of Pop,” Michael Jackson. We had a “King of Soul,” James Brown. We have a Queen of Soul, Aretha Franklin!
But in countries like the Great Britain, there is a real royal family. And the public can always keep track of where their
monarch is through an ancient tradition. When the ruling monarch is in residence, the Royal Standard, the flag of the
ruling monarchy of the United Kingdom, flies above. When the Queen is at Windsor Castle or Buckingham Palace, the
Royal standard flutters overhead. When she is NOT in residence, the Royal Standard is replaced by the Union Flag. (the
“Union Jack”) At her other residences in Scotland the Royal Standard flies above Holyrood Palace or Balmoral Castle
when she is present. When she is absent from the grounds, the ancient Royal Standard of Scotland is hoisted. Long
before there was reliable news sources, just one glance overhead would let the citizens of the kingdom know if their
monarch was present, or where “the King or the Queen was in the kingdom.”
When we “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness,” when we stop looking at life as a
game, we pursue “life that really is life.” When we do that, we become a Royal Standard for Christ. People can tell where
the Son of God has taken up residence, in our hearts. Let the royal standard of our King fly high at the residence where
we live, at church, on the job or the ball park. Let the true standard, the true presence of our King will be seen flying in
our worship and our work and through our witness in the world.

May 2015

Sincerely in Christ,
Ray F. Graham
Minister

MISSIONS OUTREACH

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS 14:21

Pastor Bunnell Needs Pictures for Father’s Day

Now that you’ve sent in pictures for our Mother’s Day video, it’s time to turn your attention to Father’s Day,
coming up in June. Karen needs pictures of fathers and children for a video to be shown on Father’s Day. She’d like
older pictures as well as current pictures. Please send them to Wendy Eller (who’s putting the powerpoint together)
at wwe757@comcast.net. If you can’t send your pictures digitally, please drop them off to the church office. But
please be sure each of them has your name, address and phone number on the back, so we can be sure to get them
back to you!

Attention Cape Cod Bus Trip Participants

Please be sure that you have turned in your “Emergency Contact” form by May 8th. If you need a blank form,
call the church office. Also, please have your White Star luggage tags attached to your bags before boarding the bus.
All participants should be in the church parking lot by 7:30 a.m. on Monday, May 11th, so we can leave promptly at
8 a.m. If you’re leaving your car at the church, please park it in the lot closest to Locust Lane. Any questions about
the trip? Give Kay Michael a call at 410-398-3897.

Relay for Life

On Sunday, May 24th, before and after both services, you will once again
have the opportunity to support the American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
which takes place on Friday, May 29th, at 6:00 p.m. at Elkton High School.
Come to the table in the Hospitality Area and help by purchasing a luminaria
in memory of a loved one who battled cancer or in honor of someone who is
battling cancer or has survived cancer. Each luminaria bag is only $5.00. You
can also help by making a commitment to walk during the relay. Millie Jones
and other team members will be at the table to talk with you about this important event in the life of our church.

You’re Invited to
A SERVICE TO HONOR LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL
Saturday, May 16th
7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium of Elkton High School
Sponsored by the Greater Elkton Ministerial Alliance
Come and give thanks to those who put their lives on the line
Every day for our safety!
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS 22:6

Sunday School News

Submitted by Shannon Laramore, Director of Children and Educational Ministries

Teacher Recognition Sunday

Thank you to all the teachers who have served at Elkton
United Methodist Church this year. We would like to
recognize your hard work during the worship services on
May 17th. Breakfast will also be offered to you in Weldin
Hall during the Sunday School hour and coverage for your
class will be provided so that you may attend. Thanks again
for all that you do.

Promotion Sunday

It is time to celebrate another successful year of Sunday
School! Please join us in Weldin Hall for Promotion Day
on May 31st. The students will be receiving their attendance pins and certificates of achievement. A brief
celebration with cookies and juice will follow.

Camp Pecometh

Are you looking for a great
experience this summer? Don’t
forget to check out Camp Pecometh and the many camps they
offer throughout the summer.
Elkton United Methodist Church
offers $100 to every camper from
the church who would like to
attend. See www.pecometh.org for
details.

Vacation Bible School

Save the date!!! VBS will be held June 22-26
and will be during the evening from 5:30-7:45.
Dinner will be provided. Children ages 3
(potty trained) to fifth grade are invited to
attend.

We are looking to Hire a
Director of Education

The SPRC has accepted Shannon Laramore’s resignation
from her position as Director of Education for the church.
We are sad to see her leave that position, but at the same
time we are excited for her future as a classroom teacher.
We wish Shannon all the best, and thank her sincerely and
enthusiastically for her years of service to our Education
program. Children, youth and adults have all gained
knowledge and wisdom through her leadership and
guidance!
But it is time to look to fill that position before Shannon
leaves on June 30.
We are looking for an individual who is willing to
provide leadership and oversight of the church’s programs
for youth and adult education, and collaborate with other
church staff members.
The expectations of the Director of Education are to:
1. Recruit teachers for Sunday School/Adult
Sunday School/Special Studies/Special
Events/Nursery.
2.Organize/Coordinate Sunday School/Adult
Sunday School/Special Studies/Special Events.
3. Provide curriculum and supplies for all Sunday
School classes and Special Studies/Events/Nursery.
4. Communicate with teachers/volunteers, coordi
nate Sunday School bulletin boards and submit
newsletter articles.
5. Attend weekly staff meeting and Administrative
Council meetings.
Applicants will need:
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If you are interested in serving as our Director of Education, please send a letter of interest and your resume to be
received by 3:00 P.M. on May 22, 2015 to:
Elkton United Methodist Church
ATTN: SPRC
219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
Or you can email your a letter of interest and your
resume to eumcadmin@comcast.net by 3:00 P.M. on May
22, 2015.
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YOUTH GROUP YOUNG ADULTS

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

Youth and Young Adult News

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries

Confirmation
Six students will be confirmed on May 24th at the 11:00 a.m. service. This is an important step in their lives. We
hope everyone will come to support them as they confirm their beliefs. *All Confirmands and Friends in Faith need
to be at church by 10:30 a.m.
Additionally, we will have bags out in the Hospitality area at the beginning of May for you to write a congratulation note to each of the confirmation students (some churches call them Agape Bags). There will be six bags and
each bag will be labeled with a students’ name so you can write a note for each individual and place it in the bag.
The confirmands will be excited to receive their bags and the well wishes from all of you!

Youth Calendar for May through August
May 3 ……………………………Youth meet at 6 p.m.
May 10 ………………………… Celebrate Mother’s Day with Mom
May 17 ………………………… Youth meet at 6 p.m.
May 24 ………………………… Have a happy Memorial Day Holiday
May 31 ………………………… Youth meet at 6 p.m.
June 7 ………………………….. Youth meet at 6 p.m.
June 14 ………………………… Youth meet at 6 p.m.
June 21 ………………………… Youth meet at 6 p.m.
June 24 ………………………… CREATION through June 28th
July 11 …………………………. Mission Trip through July 19th
July 26 …………………………. Youth meet at 6 p.m.
August 2 ………………………...Youth meet at 6 p.m.
August 9 …………………………Youth meet at 6 p.m.
August 16 ………………………. Youth meet at 6 p.m.
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YOUTH GROUP YOUNG ADULTS

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

Graduates

We need information/pictures from you or your parents and grandparents for our Baccalaureate Service on May
22nd and our Graduate Recognition Service on June 7th. Please fill out the form in the Sunday bulletin and get it
back to the church office by May 6th to give us time to prepare the power point. We would like to have 5 pictures
from birth through graduation, please mark them so they can be returned to you.

Parents Corner

Below are some articles to share with you . . . a copy of the complete articles can be found in the youth/young adult
office.
Here are 5 common ungodly patterns in discipline that every parent should avoid:
1) Disciplining in anger - Angry discipline leaves scars on your child’s heart.
2) Disciplining because of pride - Seek only God’s approval, not that of family, friends, or that stranger in the
grocery store.
3) Disciplining with continued condemnation after repentance - When we repent before God, His forgiveness is
immediate and complete. He instantly accepts us back into fellowship. This doesn’t mean there are no conse
quences for what was done, but fellowship should never be withheld from a repentant heart.
4) Disciplining to get a certain behavior outcome rather than winning the heart of your child - we should seek to
disciple through discipline to reach the heart of our child so obedience isn’t merely compliance in the face of
powerlessness, but a yielded heart desiring to be in fellowship with Dad and Mom.
5) Disciplining without listening - Godly discipleship in discipline listens carefully to what the child is saying,
gathering all the relevant information before meting out consequences. Listening and hearing the heart of a
child can often shed further light on a situation that appeared one way, illuminating a different perspective.
The more time a teen spends engaged with their mother, the fewer instances of delinquent behavior. And the more time
teens spend with both their parents together in family time, such as during meals, the less likely they are to abuse drugs and
alcohol and engage in other risky or illegal behavior. They also achieve higher math scores.
This new report isn’t alone in these findings. Columbia University has been noting this connection between “quantity
time” and raising healthy kids for years in their Family Dinners reports.
Teens and Money - In a world bent on enticing kids with the trendiest fashions, newest gadgets, and tastiest treats,
how can moms and dads equip their children to survive financially? You've probably already sensed that raising
money-smart kids is important. More than that, you probably know that, somehow or other, you've got to find or make
the time to broach this subject with them before they're old enough to launch out on their own. Get the entire article
from the Youth/Young Adult Office.
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CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

Trustees’ News

Submitted by Rich Gruebel, Co-chair

Now that spring is here, April has been a busy month for the Trustees. A lot of work went in to repairing winter
damage to both the church and the parsonage. This includes repairing the fascia on the back of the church and
cleaning and repairing the gutters on both the church building and the parsonage.
In addition, there were 2 major projects that were started in April.
First is in cooperation with America Energy, the last stage of upgrading the lighting in the church buildings to
more efficient LED lights. All of the florescent bulbs (over 200) were replaced with more efficient LED lighting. It is
estimated that the annual savings will be over $4,000 (greater than our cost of the project). The bulbs are brighter
and estimated to last over 10 years.
Second, after 15 years of service to the church, and over 20 years since the last change, we are remodeling Karen’s
office. This includes new paint, lights, window treatments and furniture.
We can’t forget the normal maintenance that occurs for the spring spruce up. If you notice anything that might
need attention, please bring it to the attention of any of the Trustee’s or Kay who will pass it on to us.

FINANCIAL REPORT
MARCH 2015
Income
Expenses
Net Income/(Loss)

$ 48,605
44,438
4,167

MARCH
Year to Date
$130,513
135,972
(5,459)

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for Giving to one Great Hour of Sharing!!

Our church set our all-time record giving to the United Methodist Committee on Relief through the OGHS offering.
We gave $13,818!!!! That is incredible. That tops last year’s amount by over $1300! Even now, UMCOR is at work
somewhere in the world helping God’s people recover from disaster, and it is possible because of the generosity of
people like you who gave ahead of time! Thank you so much for giving so extravagantly. Through your giving, you will
touch countless lives and turn hopelessness into possibility!

Interested in Joining Elkton UMC? Then you’re invited to take part in the next New Member

Orientation Class which will be held on Sunday, May 31st at 12:15 p.m. in Weldin Hall. The class will include
lunch, and childcare is available if needed. The class time will include learning about United Methodism, and
Elkton UMC in particular, and also what it means to be a disciple of Christ and a member of the church. To
sign up, please email eumc@comcast.net or call the church office at 410-398-0933.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP

“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM 128:5

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

As our fall, winter and spring worship music draws to a close, I am busy looking ahead to summer and planning
our "musical offerings" while our choirs take some much needed time off. The choirs spend many hours rehearsing
and performing for us throughout the year. Our children's choir will sing their final Sunday of this year on Mother's
Day at the 11:00 a.m. service; the bell choir will finish another year this month as well; the chancel choir will sing
through Father's Day in June; and the men's choir will sing the second Sunday in June.
I want to take this opportunity to thank our choir directors: Joanna Melvin, Paul Deemer, and Steve Gilmore for
their outstanding leadership throughout the year. Our children's choir, chancel choir and men's choir continue to
grow and for that I am thankful. A huge thank you to all of those who participate in a choir and to those who are
willing to sing a solo or play a musical instrument - your time and talent are very much appreciated. May God Bless
all of you!

Easter Thanks

Though Easter seems a long time ago, it’s never too
late to thank those who made our Lenten/Easter
celebrations so wonderful. Special thanks go to all of
the musicians who added so much to our worship
services – to Steve Gilmore and the Chancel Choir for
their outstanding music throughout the season,
especially their incredibly moving cantata, and their
extra work on Easter, the Children’s Choir, Men’s
Choir, Handbell Choir, Brass Choir, soloists, and
Sharon – the one who coordinates it all, in addition to
filling our worship with her incredible organ playing!
Thanks also to all who made everything run smoothly
every Sunday morning – worship leaders, readers,
greeters, ushers, acolytes, parking lot attendants,
hospitality hosts and hostesses, hall monitors, money
counters, tech team members, nursery workers,
breakfast providers, bulletin stuffers, welcome center
personnel . . . the list goes on and on! Thanks to
everyone for using their God-given gifts and talents to
make our Lenten/Easter celebrations so meaningful
and so special! We couldn’t do it without you!

The Wilmington Handbell Ensemble, directed
by Kerry Dietz, will be performing a concert in
our sanctuary on May 31st at 7:00 p.m. The
theme for the concert is "March On!"
The program includes 6 rousing marches
arranged for handbells, including "El Capitan"
and "Stars and Stripes Forever" by John Philip
Sousa. Please mark your calendars now and join
us for an outstanding evening of music!

With Deepest Sympathy

James Barnes
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Easter Egg Hunt

APPLIED SCIENCE
ARTS
BIOGRAPHY
BOOKS
BORROW
BRANCH
CATALOG
CHAIRS
CHECKOUT
COMPUTERS
DICTIONARY
DUE DATE

ENCYCLOPEDIA
FICTION
FINES
GEOGRAPHY
HARDCOVER
HISTORY
INFORMATION
INTERNET
LANGUAGES
LIBRARIAN
LIBRARY CARD
LITERATURE

MAGAZINES
MATHEMATICS
MOVIES
MUSIC
NEWSPAPERS
NOVELS
OVERDUE
PAPERBACK
PERIODICALS
PHILOSOPHY
PHOTOCOPIER
PSYCHOLOGY

QUIET
READ
RECREATION
RELIGION
RENEW
RESEARCH
RESERVE
SHELVES
SOCIAL SCIENCES
TABLES
TECHNOLOGY

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!

May Birthdays
“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.” Psalm 27:4 (NIV)
5/1
5/1
5/1
5/2
5/2
5/2
5/4
5/7
5/7
5/7
5/8
5/8
5/9
5/9
5/10
5/10
5/11
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/12
5/12

Richard Achuff
Richard Rodgers
Lauren Zimmer
James Horah
Linda White
Quinn Whiteman
Amee McCarthy
Phyllis Crabtree
Jon Pruett
Brandon Tenney
Zoe Ewing
Amanda Fetterolf
Bill Graham
Richard Jones
Crystal Campbell
Thomas Zaleski
Julian DiSciullo
Nathan Hanel
Denise Cimorosi
Pauline Eaton
Matthew Lokey
Sarah Schmook
Dawn Stahl

5/13
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/13
5/14
5/14
5/14
5/15
5/15
5/15
5/16
5/17
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/18
5/18
5/19
5/19
5/20
5/20
5/21

John Clark
Ashlee Crawford
Cecilia Gaultney
Barbara Pinder
Joanne Sentman
Kaylin Graham
Robert Murray
John Stahl
Rebecca Cebula
Chloe Hitchens
Philip Norman
Phillip Lokey
Sarah Buckley
Robert Cornett
Hilda Frantsi
Robyn Graham
Alison Sprague
David Trout
Amanda Cornett
Romie Jones
Christopher Deemer
Kelly Eddinger
Scott Shortall

5/22
5/22
5/22
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/29
5/30
5/31

James Gravatt
Dave Pugh
Nicholas Thomas
Beverly Ann Kennedy
Grace Starrett
Caroline Costa
Elijah DiSciullo
Connery Eddinger
Marlene Gautsch
Phil Kemether
Stephanie Darron
Harry Barnes
Carolyn McCardell
Carlos Reyes-Rodriguez
Gerald Sayman, Jr.
Sophie Wolf
Robert Perkins
Virginia Biles
Carly Hollinger
Charlotte McCool
Wilson Forney

May Anniversaries
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh.” Genisis 2:24 (NKJV)
5/3
5/8
5/10
5/17
5/17
5/17
5/20

Jim & Lynn Dech
John & Cindy Fetterolf
Edward & Kelley Marsilii
Brian & Deborah Ingram
Phil & Carrie Kemether
Roger & Carol Robinson
Keith & Andrea McKenica

5/22
5/23
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/25
5/26

Joseph & Carloine Costa
Jerry & Dorothy Eltzroth
Kevin & Linda White
Richard & Lea Gochnauer
Michael & Ashley Cunha
Robert & Eileen Smith
Buddy & Faye Camors, Jr.

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church office know so we can correct our information.
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7:30 AM Classic
Christians’ Bus Trip to
Cape Cod (meet in church
parking lot)
6:00 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Bible Study

18

Mother’s Day
Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

17

31

Promotion Sunday
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
12:15 PM New Member
Class
6:00 PM Youth Group
7:00 PM Wilmington
Handbell Ensemble

26

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
11:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Girl Scouts
6:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting

Memorial Day
Office Closed

25

Confirmation
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

24

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
11:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Girl Scouts
6:30 PM Board of Trustees
Meeting

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
6:30 PM Girl Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Communications
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Bible Study

Teacher Recognition
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

19

12

11:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Girl Scouts

11

10

5

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
9:00AM-2:00 PM
Community Kitchen Lunch
11:30 AM Women’s Bible
Study
2:30 PM Sunbridge
(Genesis) Carol Robinson’s
Team
6:30 PM Girl Scouts

Tuesday

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Bible Study

4

Monday

Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

3

Sunday

May

6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

27

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Elizabeth Circle
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

20

12:00 PM Ruth-Sarah
Circle Meeting
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

13

10:30 AM Tele-Care
Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

6

Wednesday

6:30 PM Evangelism/
Membership Committee
Meeting
6:30 PM Staff Parish
Relations Committee Mtg.
8:00 PM AA Meeting

28

7:00 PM Administrative
Council Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

21

6:30 PM Dorcas Circle
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Lay Academy
Training
8:00 PM AA Meeting

14

7:00 PM Lay Academy
Training
8:00 PM AA Meeting
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Thursday

30

23

16

9

2

Saturday

2015

10:30 AM Zumba Gold
(Weldin Hall)

29

7:00 PM Baccalaureate
Service

22

10:30 AM Zumba Gold
(Weldin Hall)

June Newsletter Deadline

15

10:30 AM Zumba Gold
(Weldin Hall)

8

10:30 AM Zumba Gold
(Weldin Hall)

1

Friday

Church Staff
Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director....Shannon Laramore
Youth & Young Adults
Ministries Director............Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director.......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director...Joanna Melvin
Nursery Care
Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sextons...................................Donald Ewing
Donna Horgan
Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Information

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

Church Office Hours

Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

