From the Pastor

March 2016

Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,
What’s inside...
As we continue our journey through March, we also
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continue our journey through Lent. In worship, we’ve
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been looking at all those who were “out to get Jesus” –
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those who were so threatened by his radical life and
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radical love that they did everything they could to
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silence him, including arresting him on trumped-up
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charges and putting him to death by crucifixion. How
could one man so threaten so many that they did this
to him, and what was so radical about his life and message that they put him to death?
What was so radical was that he called people to live differently – to live for others, not just for
themselves; to sacrifice, not self-indulge; to care for the last, the lost and the least, not just people like
themselves. He asked them to turn the other cheek, instead of strike back; to love their enemies; to
be people of grace and forgiveness, not those forever keeping score.
He still asks that of us today, and his is still a radical message that is threatening to a lot of people.
Yet his way is the way that leads to life – full, free, abundant, grace-filled and eternal life. As we
move ever closer to the cross and then to Easter, this month, may we embrace his message and strive
to live as he calls us to live – even in this world that would invite us to do otherwise.
My prayer is that each of us is growing stronger in our faith and discipleship during this season of
Lent, so that when Easter comes, we will rejoice, as the scripture says, “with unutterable and exalted
joy!” I so look forward to celebrating with you!

Holy Week at Elkton UMC

Sunday, March 20th – 8:30 & 11:00 services – Choir Cantata
12:00 noon – Easter Egg Hunt & Lunch in Weldin Hall
Thursday, March 24th – Maundy Thursday
6:00 p.m. – Soup and Bread Dinner in Weldin Hall
7:30 p.m. – Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Friday, March 25th – Good Friday
12:00 noon – Ecumenical Cross Walk
Begins at Trinity Episcopal Church on Bridge Street
and ends at Wrights AME Church on Booth Street
Sunday, March 27th – EASTER!!
Identical Festival Services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast – 7:30 – 10:30 in Weldin Hall

MISSIONS OUTREACH

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS 14:21

Missions News

Submitted by Joe Tanner, Chair

In the summer of 2009 my younger sister Carol became nauseous and within a week started throwing up. She
continued this uncontrollable throwing up and couldn’t stop so she sought help. The doctors ran tests to determine
the cause, but it took several months before they found that she had developed a metastatic melanoma tumor on that
portion of the brain that controls throwing up and hiccups. They performed all the protocols to destroy the tumor,
but Carol continued with this suffering until she died in the summer of 2010.
In 2011 Russanne Foster, Mike’s wife, was diagnosed with Ovarian cancer. In 2013, it metastasized to her brain.
Although both cancers were actively treated, Russanne passed away in March of 2014.
So what does this have to do with EUMC missions? Bob and Ginny Selner’s son Kevin lost his young wife, Joey, to
brain cancer in 2013. Kevin has become active in the National Brain Tumor Society and on April 23, they are
conducting the “2016 Delaware Brain Tumor Awareness Walk”. This 5K walk starts at 10:00am on the Wilmington
Waterfront. The Missions Committee would like to enter an Elkton United Methodist Church walking team in this
event. More information will be available in the hospitality area and we will have signup sheets available as well as
opportunities for people to make donations for this event to support brain tumor research.

Silver Award Project Update

On Saturday, October 17, Paige Laning held a Knit-a-Thon in Weldin Hall for her Silver Award Project, with help
from the Dorcas Circle. The purpose of the event was to create knitted (or crocheted) squares for Warm Up
America, an organization that encourages communities to knit squares to create blankets for the homeless and
needy. We had a great turnout for the event, with about 20 knitters and non-knitters attending. The non-knitters
were paired up with knitting teachers who spent time coaching them through their first stitches. A Silver Award
project has to have a sustainability component, which was met by teaching these knitters this new skill. All the new
knitters left with a starter kit of yarn and needles donated to the project.
At the end of the event, more than 20 squares were collected, with more squares dropped off at the church office
over the next few weeks. As of Thanksgiving, Paige had collected more than 90 squares, enough to create two
entire blankets! These warm and cozy blankets were donated by Paige to Kate Bernstein of the Domestic Violence
Shelter to be given to two families who were staying at the shelter.
Paige wants to thank everyone from the Church and the Dorcas Circle who were so supportive and helpful
throughout her project period. The donations of yarn, needles, and time were really key to making this project a
success. Paige is currently working on her final project report and plans to submit this early in 2016. She is still
receiving squares and will continue to put any squares she receives into blankets for donation. We’ve received
squares not just from Elkton UMC, but also from other churches and congregations in the area. Thank you!!
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS 22:6

Sunday School News

Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children and Education Ministries

Candy is Needed!

Donations of wrapped candy for the annual Easter Egg Hunt have begun. If you would like to donate, please
place your donation in the box next to the Welcome Center.

Sunday School Potluck and Easter Egg Hunt

On Sunday March 20, 2016, EUMC will hold the annual Easter Egg Hunt and Potluck Luncheon. Lunch will
begin at 12:30pm in Weldin Hall, and following lunch children from birth through sixth grade are invited to
participate in the Easter Egg Hunt. Please sign-up on the Sunday School bulletin board.

Acolyte Sign-Ups

If your child is in kindergarten or a higher grade we would love to have him/her join the acolyte team! If your
child is interested in becoming an important part of the service by serving as an acolyte, please email Katie
Sparks for more information. Katharine.gravatt@gmail.com.

Nursery Volunteers

Our nursery is in need of volunteers for both services. Volunteering in the nursery is very rewarding and a
huge help to parents with small children! If you are interested in volunteering, please see Katie Sparks in the
education office for a volunteer application.
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YOUTH GROUP

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

Youth Group News

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth

Dear Youth Members,
As I was preparing this, I was reading and found an article by Andrew Larsen and Timothy Miller that suggested
a great idea. I thought it might be helpful for you to read part of the article but I changed a few illustrations so that
they would sound a little more like us.
“Just a few years after Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, some Christians wanted a way to prepare their hearts
for the celebration of Easter, so they started this practice of self-denial, focused prayer, and scripture study that
became known as Lent. This idea grew and grew to the point that in 325AD a council of church leaders from all
over the world got together in a town called Nicaea, and decided that Lent was something that everyone in the
church should participate in. Today most people observe Lent by giving something up that they really like. They
give up things like candy and ice-cream, but what is the point of that?”
In his book The Weight of Glory, C.S. Lewis wrote about The New Testament. He tells us that it has a lot to say
about self-denial, but not about self-denial as an end in itself. What if instead of giving up things that we really like,
and will probably pick right back up, we gave up things that keep us from being like Christ, and we gave them up
permanently?
Even if we begin now, as Lent is already moving forward, we could make great strides in our commitment to be
more Christ-like by remembering to focus on the true reason for this season of Lent as we move toward the
celebration of Easter and the true meaning of the resurrection. We can continue to practice self-denial and our
dependence on Christ our Savior. I challenge all of us to search our hearts for the things that keep us from being
Christ-like and to give them up . . . completely.
Come and join us for Youth Group on Sunday evenings and help us discover what this really looks like. We meet
on Sunday evenings from 6 - 8:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Love in Christ,
Ms. Sandy

To the Congregation:

The youth have been very busy with the Prom event and the Prom Boutique. Please feel free to pass on the
following information: The Boutique will be open every Saturday from 9 – Noon until the last Prom is held. We
are also open by appointment for those who cannot shop on Saturdays: 443-309-0160. All the dresses (over half
are brand new), jewelry and accessories are FREE to ANYONE needing attire for Prom. We have also added a few
suits and Tuxedos for the guys. The Boutique is accepting donations for tuxedos, gowns, shoes, jewelry and accessories. They can be placed in the Youth Directors office or hung on the rack in the hall outside the church office.
We wish to thank: Kevin Forman for serving as DJ and the youth, parents and others who helped with the Prom
Event.
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CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

New Members

We welcome the newest members
into our church family!

Finance News

Submitted by Bill Ferringer, Chair

Anne and Paul Humphrey

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

On Sunday, March 6th, we’ll have the opportunity to support
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) through
the OGHS offering. This annual offering is our opportunity to
underwrite the costs of our denomination’s relief agency, which
is on the scene of disasters around the world helping people
recover. Our church has been one of the leading congregations
in our conference in giving toward this important offering each
year. Last year, we gave over $13,000! Let’s continue our great
record of incredible giving this year as well! There will be an
offering envelope for OGHS in your bulletin on February 28th.
You’re invited to take that home, pray about it, then put your
offering in it and bring it back to church on Sunday, March 6th.
You’ll never know the amazing amount of lives you’ll touch
through your giving to UMCOR through OGHS – so please be
as generous as you can!

Income
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Income

JANUARY
MONTH
44,091
605
44,696

Expenses
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Expenses

40,755
0
44,755

Net Income/(Loss)
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational

3,336
605

Net Income/(Loss)

3,941

2016 EUMC Pictorial Directory

Submitted by Nancy Crawford, Communications Committee Chair

It's that time again! Time to produce a new, updated pictorial directory of our
church members.
The process begins with members signing up to have their picture taken at a table
stationed in the Hospitality area after the 8:30am and 11:00am services on Sunday,
April 3, 10, and 17. Volunteers will be on hand to assist you and to distribute
literature provided by Lifetouch Pictorial Directories (formerly Olan Mills) detailing
the various configurations and prices of available picture packages they offer.
Having that information prior to your photo shoot will cut back on the amount of
time you spend ordering pictures after your sitting so things will move along
quicker. At the time of booking your appointment, you will have to state how many
people will be in the picture and if you are including a pet(s). This will make it
easier for the photographer to set up and have everything ready for you when it's
your turn. You will also need to check your address, telephone and email information for the directory at the time of your sitting so updates can be made.
The photo sittings will be scheduled on Wednesday, April 27, Thursday, April
28, Friday, April 29 and Saturday, April 30. The weekday appointments will run
from 2:00pm until 9:00pm; Saturday appointments will be scheduled from 10am
until 5:00pm. We ask that you please schedule your sitting earlier on the weekdays
to keep Saturday and evening hours open to families and college students. Plan to
be at the church for approximately one hour the day of your sitting. Please, come
prepared and come at least 15 minutes early, so you don't hold up the appointments
after you.
You should have your new directory sometime in August.

Daylight Saving
Time Begins
Don’t forget to set
your clocks ahead
one hour before you
go to bed on
Saturday, March
12th, because
Daylight Saving
Time begins on
March 13th. You
don’t want to be late
for church that
morning!
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP

“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM 128:5

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

It has only been three short months since I was writing a newsletter article to tell you all about the wonderful
music our musicians were preparing for Advent and Christmas.
Now I am excited to tell you about our upcoming Lent and Easter music. In addition to our regular Sunday
morning worship music during Lent, on Palm Sunday our children's choir will be singing for the 11:00 a.m.
worship service and the chancel choir will be presenting a cantata for Lent at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
worship services.
Easter Sunday we will have three identical worship services with bell choir, men's choir, chancel choir, brass
and organ. What a glorious way to celebrate our risen Lord!

Mark your calendars NOW!

The Cecil County Choral Society will be presenting their spring concert in our sanctuary
on March 15th at 7:30 p.m. This concert marks the 35th season of the choral society.

Can’t Make It to Church Some Sunday? Don’t Worry – There’s Always Video!

If, for some reason, you have to miss church some Sunday, don’t worry, because our church has now started
recording our worship services and are posting segments of them on video. You can watch them through our church
website (elktonumc.org). Simply go to the website, click on the “sermons” icon, then click on the link to the You
Tube site, and there you’ll find all the services that have been recorded. We’ve had tremendous response to this new
service, and are working toward the day that we can provide the entire worship service on the video (right now, there
are licensing and copyright restrictions).

Lilies For Easter

It’s time again to order lilies for Easter Sunday. Lilies will be
$10 this year, and once again, the Worship Committee is offering the opportunity to purchase an anti-malaria net in place of a
lily. Either way, your name and the name of the person you’re
remembering or honoring will be listed in the bulletin insert on
Easter Sunday. You can place your order by filling out the insert
starting Sunday, March 6th and placing it in the offering plate,
or you can order your lily or net online through the church
website at elktonumc.org. The last day to order will be Sunday,
March 20th. If you have any questions, please call the church
office at 410-398-0933.
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tism
Bap
Seth Logan Neely,
son of Grant and Lauren

Baptisms

If you would like to schedule a
baptism, please email Rev.
Bunnell at eumc@comcast.net
or call the church office at
410-398-0933

FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

Classic Christians’ News

The Classic Christians (age 50 and over) will have their March meeting on Friday, March 18th at 6:30 p.m. The
night starts with a potluck dinner in Weldin Hall (bring a dish to share) and continues on in rousing games of Bingo,
with delicious prizes this year! To sign up for the March meeting, see the sign-up sheet on the table across from the
Welcome Center. All Classic Christians – anyone 50 and over – are invited and encouraged to come for what promises to be a great evening!

Attention Nashville Bus Trip Participants

Don’t forget that your second and final payment of $375 is due no later than March 15th! Send it in, or turn it
in to the church office – please don’t put it in the offering plate!

Evangelism/Membership Committee
Submitted by Robyn Graham, Co-Chair

1 Corinthians 1: 4-6
I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every
way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge--because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the Joy of Faith Weekend. It was a wonderful weekend with
Christian illusionist, Brett Myers. Brett and his wife entertained us at the show Saturday evening and at both services
on Sunday. It was a great show and it was wonderful to see so many families at the event! Thanks so much to everyone who made our Joy of Faith weekend such a wonderful success. Thanks begin with the members of the Evangelism and Membership committee, and continue with those families who hosted prayer breakfasts (Andrews, Gochnauers and Cecil Woods’ residents Mabel Gary and Nadine Allen), and those who led them (Larry Gaultney, Sandra
Lavelle, an Dave Pugh), Jamie and Gerry Treese (and friends) who provided the wonderful meal on Saturday night,
Kevin Forman, who took care of the tech needs for Saturday night, and Joe Buckley, who was our emcee – and many,
many others who helped in so many ways. It was a great weekend, and the Evangelism Committee will soon be
working hard to plan next year’s event!
7

Joy of Faith Weekend

BEIGE
BLACK
BLUE
BROWN
GOLD
GRAY

GREEN
IVORY
ORANGE
PINK
PURPLE
RED

ROSE
SILVER
TURQUOISE
VIOLET
WHITE
YELLOW

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!

MarchBirthdays
“One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and ask to seek him in his temple.” Psalm 27:4 (NIV)

3/1
3/1
3/2
3/3
3/3
3/5
3/5
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/6
3/7
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/8
3/9
3/9

Virginia Barnes
Bettie Murray
Arion Dant
Shirley Clark
Sienna Graham
Vincent Dant
Evan Sluder
Sandra Anderson
Jacob Graham
Jeanette Perkins
Sandy Wherry
Andrew Lee
John Melvin
Gabe Funke
Paul Schneider
Ray Whiteoak
Todd Bjerke
Morgan Cook

3/9
3/10
3/10
3/11
3/11
3/11
3/12
3/13
3/14
3/16
3/16
3/20
3/21
3/21
3/22
3/22
3/23
3/23

Hunter Tollinger
Katie Montgomery
Carly Smith
Bethany Buckley
Alexis Calderon
Nathan Kovicak
Ethan Henry
Owen Veasey
Molly Stahl
Julie Edwards
Terry White
Caroline Grablis
Christina Dant
William Vassalotti
Sarah Bjerke
Betty Craley
Taylor Blackiston
James Casen

3/23
3/23
3/24
3/24
3/25
3/25
3/26
3/26
3/26
3/27
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/29
3/30
3/30
3/30

Heidi Gaultney
Edna Lort
Charles Campbell
Paul Smith
Alex Hitchens
Kimberly Hook
Gregory Dant
Madison Olewine
Mark Smith
Jacob Hook
Joshua Noll
Kristen Czarnecki
Jack Kovicak
Mary Lou Parker
Madison Cebula
David Sentman
Anna Smith

MarchAnniversaries
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh.” Genisis 2:24 (NKJV)

3/1 William & Vanita Carroll, Sr.
3/2 Emmitt & Loretta Brockell
3/21 Thomas & Teresa White
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If we missed your birthday or anniversary please accept our sincerest apologies and let the church office know so we can correct our information.
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Easter Sunday
7:30-11:00 AM Easter
Breakfast
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Worship Service
11:00 AM Worship Service

27

Palm/Passion Sunday
Choir Cantata
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
12:00 PM Easter Egg
Hunt/Lunch
6:00 PM Youth Group

20

Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

13

Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

Sunday

2

5:00 PM TEES Program

29

6:30 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

28

22

21
5:00 PM TEES Program

April Newsletter Deadline
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
5:00 PM TEES Program
7:30 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Spring
Concert

6:30 PM Evangelism/
Membership Committee
Meeting
6:30 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

6:30 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

Pack 443
6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
5:00 PM TEFCU Annual
Dinner
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Board of Trustees
Meeting

15

14

30

7:00 PM Boy Scouts

12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

23

16 Nino’s Night

10:30 AM Tele-Care
Meeting
12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
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12:00 PM Lenten Lunch
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
6:45 PM Communion
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

Wednesday

11:00 AM Line/Swing
Dancing
5:00 PM TEES Program
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Rehearsal

8

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
11:00 AM Line/Swing
Dancing
5:00 PM TEES Program
7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Rehearsal

1

Tuesday

6:30 PM Cub Scouts
6:45 PM Handbell Choir

7

Monday

March

8:00 PM AA Meeting

31

6:00 PM Soup & Bread
Dinner
7:30 PM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA Meeting

26

8:00 AM-12:00 PM District
Leadership Meeting
10:00 AM-12:00 PM
Chancel Choir Cantata
Rehearsal

19

9:00 AM Cub Scouts
Pinewood Derby

12

Saturday

2016

12:00 PM Ecumenical
Crosswalk (begins at
Wright’s AME Church)

18

6:30 PM Classic Christians’
Potluck Dinner & Bingo

11

7:00 PM Cecil County
Choral Society Dress
Rehearsal

4World Day of Prayer 5

Friday

24 Maundy Thursday 25 Good Friday

7:00 PM Administrative
Council Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

17

5:30 PM Relay for Life
Meeting
6:30 PM Communications
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Boy Scout
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

10

6:30 PM Staff Parish
Relations Committee
Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting
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Thursday

Church Staff
Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director.................Katie Sparks
Youth Ministries Director....Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director.......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director....Susan Starrett
Nursery Care
Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sextons...................................Donald Ewing
Donna Horgan

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Information

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

Church Office Hours

Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

