From the Pastor

Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,
In 1962, our family moved here to Elkton, Maryland. I’m not sure exactly when we moved here
– I was only 7 at the time, but what I do know is
that, for whatever reason, we had our own
Thanksgiving service right in our home. I still
have the “bulletin” we created with crayons. We
had prayers, we sang hymns – it must have been
something pretty special.
I’m not sure how many people do that kind of
thing anymore, but I hope you will do your own
kind of Thanksgiving “worship” with your family
this year. If you’re going to have children at your
table, maybe you could have them draw some
bulletins and do a mini-worship service. Or
maybe you could go around the table and ask
people to say what they’re thankful for. Or
maybe you could ask each person to talk about a
thing of beauty or an act of kindness they have
witnessed. You might want to ask about favorite
scripture passages.
There are all sorts of ways we can set our mind
on “thanks” and we need to do that, especially
now, as we live in the culture of negativity that
seems to surround us. We are blessed, and we
need to remember that, and lift that up with each
other and for each other. There is so much for
which to be thankful, so much that God has
given us.
So make this Thanksgiving extra special by
intentionally talking about those blessings and
thanking God for them with your family and
friends! Have a wonderful, blessed month of
November – a month of giving thanks!
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Daylight Saving Time Ends

Don’t forget to change your clocks before you go
to bed on Saturday, November 5th because
Daylight Saving Time ends. Turn your clocks
back one hour, and enjoy the extra sleep before
coming to worship on All Saints’ Sunday!

Looking Ahead to December
Mark your calendars now for these
upcoming events:

- Saturday, December 10th
– UMW Cookie Walk
- Friday, December 16th
– Classic Christians’ December Meeting
- Sunday, December 18th
– Choir Cantata and Children’s Christmas
Program (9:45 am)
– Blue Christmas Service (4 pm)
- Saturday, December 24th
– Christmas Eve Services 5, 7, 9 and 10
- Sunday, December 25th
– Christmas Day Worship Service @ 10 a.m.

MISSIONS OUTREACH

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS 14:21

Missions News

Submitted by Joe Tanner, Chair

The EUMC kickoff with our partnership at Thompson Estates Elementary school started this year with a brunch
including the teachers and the mentors. Mentor training has been continuing since the kickoff with the mentors
visiting with and helping the children at Thompson Estates School.
On October 9th in Weldin Hall, we held our third blood drive in cooperation with the Blood Bank of Delaware.
This drive set a record with thirty-one units given and several more donations to be given through “Hero Cards” by
donors who were not able to give on October 9th. EUMC donors are providing great support to help save lives. We
continue to have first time donors step up in this great effort, one donation can save the life of another man, woman,
or child. God blessed us all with the ability to quickly replenish our blood supply after donating, making this an easy
gift to give and one that can’t be found any other way. The Blood Bank of Delaware needs 350 donors a day for the 16
hospitals on Delmarva helping more than 20,000 patients a year.
Also on October 9th, we distributed collection bags for the “Harvest Food Festival” to provide non-perishable food
products for the Food Pantry at Immaculate Conception Church. This pantry provides food for needy persons in
Elkton and the surrounding community. The contributed food was delivered to Immaculate Conception Church on
October 16. Our thanks to Ed and Betty Sprague for donation of the bags and for the use of their truck to deliver the
bags to Immaculate Conception.

Missions Finances:

Year to date at the end of September - Missions income was $35,376 which was $1461 less than 2015.
Mission expenses year to date at the end of September were $41,663 which were $9066 more than 2015.

EUMC Blood Drive

Rotating Homeless Shelter
Submitted by Susan Starrett

It’s Time for the Rotating Homeless Shelter Again!
Each year when it turns cold our church prepares to serve those who have no place to call home. The Rotating
Homeless Shelter is a ministry of our church that we have been involved in for more than 10 years. This year, we are
excited to partner with Wright’s Church who will be joining us in this ministry to help the most vulnerable of our
neighbors.
As we see more and more people struggling to keep a roof over their heads, I ask you to remember the words of Jesus
when he was asked, “Lord when did we see you hungry or thirsty or naked . . .?” and he replied, “When you did it to
one of the least of these . . . you did it to me.”
EUMC sponsors two weeks of the Rotating Homeless Shelter a year. The first week is Monday, November 28th
through Monday, December 4th. We need your help. It takes a lot of people to carry out all the tasks – meal preparation and serving, host/hostessing, overnight stays, food donations, and more. If you would like to sign-up there will be
a sign-up list on the Missions bulletin board in the Hospitality Area. Please sign-up where you can!
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS 22:6

Sunday School and Education News

Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children and Education Ministries

Sunday School
Sunday School is off to a great start this fall with weekly attendance averaging 83 participants each week. All
classes are still accepting new participants, and we encourage you to join a class. Nursery care is available for
children who are too young to join a Sunday School class.
There will be short term studies held throughout the year during the day and in the evenings so keep an eye on the
bulletin, newsletter, and website to see what is being offered (childcare will be available if needed during these
classes). If you have a study that you are interested in leading, please see Katie Sparks.
Keep an eye on the bulletin for a special Advent study that will be led by Rev. Karen Bunnell. More details will be
forthcoming!
Children’s Time
During both services on the second Sunday of each month we now have children’s time. During this time the
children are invited up to the front of the sanctuary and are read a story by a member of the congregation. The older
children in the nursery are also brought over for this special time. These stories coincide with the topic of the
sermon. Please encourage your children to participate during this time; nobody is too old for stories!

Family Movie Night

The Education committee will be hosting a family movie night on Saturday November
19, 2016, at 7pm. Bring a blanket and some pillows to lounge on with the family while
enjoying “VeggieTales: The Star of Christmas.” The sign-up sheet is located on the
Sunday School bulletin board.

Christmas Pageant

Mark your calendars now for the annual Christmas Pageant! The children will be performing “Miracle at Midnight”
on Sunday December 18, 2016 at 9:45am in Weldin Hall. If you would like to offer assistance with music, costumes,
scenery, directing, or refreshments for after the performance, please contact Jen Noll or Katie Sparks.

The next College Care package will be sent out on Sunday, November 27th.
Please bring your donations to the box at the Welcome Center during the month of November.
Thank you for your support of the College Outreach Ministry!!

The Spaghetti Dinner is right around the corner and, before you know it, you will
be smelling our delicious homemade spaghetti sauce! Mark your calendars for
Saturday, November 5th and join us for our annual Spaghetti Dinner and bake sale
from 4 to 7 p.m. Tickets will once again be $10/adults, $5/children under 10 and
maximum of $30 for an individual family up to 6 people. So bring your friends,
neighbors and relatives for a great dinner and even better fellowship all while
supporting great projects happening around our church! Questions? Or would like
to volunteer for the dinner? Contact Faye Camors at 410-392-5548 or Bethany
Buckley at buckley91@comcast.net. We hope to see you there!
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YOUTH GROUP

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

Youth News

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth

Mark your calendars!! January 6th, 7th, 8th, 2017 – Youth Rally in Ocean City
It’s that time of year again…Youth Rally sign ups. This is a retreat designed for youth in
6th grade and up. If you forgot to sign up for the rally, it’s not too late, but the cost will increase by $25. The cost
remains at $175 and can be paid in installments. We will leave at 1:30 pm on Friday, January 6, 2016. *This might
be a great Christmas gift/partial gift from family.

Upcoming Events:
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Christmas Wreaths

The members of Boy Scout Troop 443 will be on hand in the Hospitality Area on Sundays, November 13th
and 20th to take orders for Christmas wreaths. These beautiful wreaths will be delivered early in December and
be available for you to pick up on Sunday mornings. This is a great way to decorate your house and help our
Scout Troop fund their many activities at the same time!

Eagle Scout Court of Honor

We invite church members who supported Jamie Laning with
prayers and donations during his Journey to Eagle to his Court
of Honor on Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 2:00 pm at Elkton
United Methodist Church. Following the ceremony in the sanctuary, please join us for a celebration in Weldin Hall. We would
appreciate RSVP’s by 11/13 to jclaning@comcast.net.

4

CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

Finance News
Bill Ferringer, Chairman

The ongoing operations of the church through September is negative $1,633.
Income is up from last year by $7,624. The main
components are offering income, up from last year by
$3,294, Youth program income, up $1,996 and rental
income, up $2,483. All other income is down $149.
General expenses are down from last year by $962.
Apportionment and district office expenses are up
$2,979. Office supplies, postage and other expenses are
down $3,941.
Pastor and staff expenses are down $4,071.
Council on Ministry expense is down from last year
$811. Ministries Program and Evangelism are up $2,400.
Youth and Education are down $2,804, and all other
expenses down $407.
Building expenses are down from last year by $13,773.
Expense for purchase of air conditioners in 2015 for
upstairs Sunday School rooms $10,300 not repeated in
2016. Church utilities are down $2,762, and copier
expenses are down $1,124 due to the lease of new copiers
at a lower price and the first month rental being paid by
the vendor. Church repairs and maintenance are up
$413.
Parsonage expenses are up from last year by $1,537.
This is primarily due to repairs and maintenance.
Non-Operation is a net deficit of $13,778. This is
primarily due to the second payment for the Weldin Hall
air conditioner replacement of $14,000.
The Building Fund received $54,227 this year as we
work to secure funds to repay the loans of $245,000 in
2021. Total balance on hand is $112,525.
Even though, after nine months, the church’s financial
condition is in a deficit position, the church is on track to
do better than the $13,000 deficit budget that we started
with. As I have said in past newsletters, there were some
one-time expenses that now have either been postponed
or eliminated from the expected expenses for the remainder of 2016. The Finance committee just asks everyone to
be good stewards and keep your pledges up to date.
As I always say, Elkton United Methodist Church
continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to
know Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him known to
others.” And everyone is important.

Finance News

Submitted by Bill Ferringer, Chair

SEPTEMBER
MONTH

SEPTEMBER
YTD

Income
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Income

32,440
915
33,355

314,717
5,345
320,062

Expenses
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Expenses

33,171
1,102
34,273

316,350
19,123
335,473

Net Income/(Loss)
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Net Income/(Loss)

(731)
(187)
(918)

(1,633)
(13,778)
(15,411)

Charge Conference

Our church’s annual Charge Conference will be
held on Monday, November 7th at 7:00 p.m. in the
sanctuary. This annual meeting with the District
Superintendent is an opportunity for us to celebrate
the things we have done this year and make plans
for our ministries for 2017. It will also be an opportunity for us to experience our first Charge Conference with our new District Superintendent, the Rev.
Joe Archie. All members of the Administrative
Council are required to attend, but anyone in the
congregation is welcome to attend as well.

Financial Pledge Cards for 2017

Sunday, October 30th was Pledge Sunday, but if
you have not turned in your pledge card for 2017,
it’s not too late. Please do so at your earliest
convenience.

Like us on Facebook!
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CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

Thanksgiving Gift Cards

It has become our church’s tradition to give out “Thank You Gift Cards” on Thanksgiving to those who are working
when everyone else is relaxing at home with family and friends (hospital workers, fire personnel, police personnel, toll
workers, etc.). This year, the Evangelism and Membership Committee is trying a new twist on this annual giving. This
year, we’ll take a one-time special offering on Sunday, November 6th and then we’ll buy $5 Dunkin’ Donuts gift cards
as we have in years past. But this year, we’re going to give the gift cards back to you, the members of the congregation,
to then pass them on to people who you think deserve a special thanks – that could be anybody – your mailman, a nice
clerk in a store, a neighbor who does special things for you – well, you get the idea. It’s up to you! We think it will be a
nice way to let others know that Elkton UMC notices their kindness and wants to thank them!

UMW Annual Cookie Walk

On Saturday, December 10, 2016, the UMW will host our 16th annual Cookie Walk. Cookie sales begin at 9 am,
and we’re usually sold out by mid-morning. Wouldn’t it be outstanding if we could gather enough cookies to support
sales until our targeted closing time of 12 noon! Please consider being a volunteer
baker and make this 16th anniversary a record in cookies and sales! So many of
you have baked cookies in the past, and we hope that you’ll plan on baking again
this year. The Cookie Walk provides funds that support our local Mission Projects.
So tell your friends and neighbors to mark their calendars for December 10, and
look for bulletin announcements to volunteer as a baker!

Plans for a New Organ

As most of you know, our organ has been slowly but surely coming apart at the seams. Not too many weeks ago, all of
the pedals decided not to work. We can’t complain – the organ is 82 years old – so we’ve gotten our money’s worth!
But now, it’s clear we need to work toward the purchase of a new organ, and to that end, a committee has been formed
to study what we need and how we can pay for it. So stay tuned – you’ll be hearing more about this as soon as the
committee has a report ready.

Treasurer’s Position

The position of treasurer of the EUMC will be open at
the end of December, 2016. This is a part time position.
If you or someone you know is interested in filling this
position please submit a resume with the following
qualifications.
Qualifications:
1. A demonstrated commitment to Christian
values and beliefs
2. Strong accounting skills
3. Strong computer skills
4. A high school diploma or equivalent, or higher
5. A minimum of 5 years accounting/bookkeeping
experience
6. Confidentiality, honesty, integrity
Send resume to:
Gretchen Ginder, SPRC, EUMC
219 E. Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921.
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Book Swap in May
2017…
...wait for it….

MUSIC AND WORSHIP

“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM 128:5

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

November is here and we are getting very near the
Advent Season in our church. Choirs are already beginning to rehearse music for Advent and Christmas. Where
does the time go? Chancel Choir cantata rehearsals will
begin soon. Anyone who enjoys singing, high school
through adult, is welcome to join us in singing the
cantata. Check the bulletin for rehearsal dates and times.
As many of you know, we have been having some issues
with our organ. The organ is 82 years old and no longer
dependable for worship services. We sometimes have
problems with pedals sticking, tuning needs to be done
more frequently, a couple of black keys have been known
to come off while being played in worship (Christmas
Eve) and some keys have a soft sound or no sound at all.
In other words, the organ is in bad shape. Please pray for
our church as we "move forward" with the possible
purchase of a new organ for our sanctuary.
Wishing all of you a Happy Thanksgiving!

Community Thanksgiving Service

The Greater Elkton Ministerial Association invites you
to take part in the Community Thanksgiving Service on
Sunday, November 20th at 7:00 p.m. This year the service
will be held at First Baptist Church, and the new pastor of
Five Rivers Church, the Rev. Jim Chase, will be preaching.
It’s a great opportunity for all of us to worship across
denominational lines and give God thanks for all of his
blessings!

Angel Tree
It starts with a Gift,
& leads to transformed
Lives through Jesus Christ

Poinsettias and Nets for Christmas Eve

It’s time to start thinking about purchasing a
poinsettia in honor of/in memory of a loved one for
our Christmas Eve services. Poinsettias will be $11
this year. The first day to order a poinsettia will be the
first Sunday of Advent, November 27th. We will also
be offering the option again this year to donate
the money towards a malaria net. Look for
more information in the bulletin or call
the church office at 410-398-0933.

All Saints’ Sunday

Sunday, November 6th is All Saints’ Sunday, the day on
which we remember all those who have passed away this
year. We’ll remember the members of our congregation
who have died with a special video presentation, but there
will also be opportunities to remember others who have
died as well. A list will be posted in the bulletin of other
friends and family (non-members) who have died. If you
have lost someone this year who was not a member of the
church and you would like their name included on that list,
please send the information (the person’s name, your name,
and your relationship with them) to eumc@comcast.net by
November 1st. Also, on All Saints’ Sunday, during the
service, members of the congregation will be invited to
remember someone special in their life who has died by
bringing a flower forward to vases in the front of the
church. This is always a very moving service in the life of
our church family, as we remember special people who
have touched our lives, so, if you’d like to remember a loved
one, don’t forget to bring a single flower with you to church
on Sunday, November 6th.

Our Angel Tree Ministry is part of a national
program that provides gifts to children of imprisoned parents. The gifts are given directly by our
church members and serve all of Cecil County.
Please help us make Christmas special again this
year for a child and give a gift in the name of Jesus!
Look for the Angel Tree
Sunday, Nov. 20th - 9:30-11:00
Near the Welcome Center

Blessing of the Animals
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FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

Classic Christians’ November Meeting

All people 50 and over are invited to come to the next Classic Christians’ meeting on Friday, November 18th at 6:30
p.m. in Weldin Hall. The night will begin with a potluck dinner (bring a dish to share) and continue on with a surprise
creative program! Sign up to participate on the sheet across from the Welcome Center.

Women’s Retreat News

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held January 13-15 at the Dunes Manor Hotel in Ocean City, MD and the theme is
“Filling Your Hunger, Quenching Your Thirst” based upon Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well. Brochures
about the retreat are located on the counter across from the Welcome Center. The second payment for the retreat is due
November 1st, but if you haven’t signed up yet, it’s not too late! Treat yourself to this wonderful weekend with wonderful women!

Laity Sunday Thanks

Many, many thanks to Kim Artrip and Faye Camors (our lay leaders) for the wonderful Laity Service they put together!
It was a wonderful reminder that our church is filled with gifted and talented laity who share those gifts freely, fully and
faithfully. And thanks also to the many, many people who made possible our tremendous Stewardship Fair! It was a
great way to be reminded of the tremendous ministries that we have at EUMC and how we can all use our gifts for the
kingdom of God!

Stewardship Fair
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ANNUAL
AUTUMN
CELEBRATION
CORN
CRANBERRY
FAMILY
FEAST
FESTIVAL
FOOD
FOOTBALL
FRIENDS
GATHERING

GRAVY
HARVEST
HOLIDAY
LONG WEEKEND
MASHED POTATOES
MEAL
NOVEMBER
PARADE
PILGRIMS
PLYMOUTH
PUMPKIN PIE

RELATIVES
REUNION
SQUASH
STUFFING
SWEET POTATO
THURSDAY
TRADITION
TRAVEL
TURKEY
WAMPANOAG
YAMS

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

21

20

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

28

27

First Sunday of Advent
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
9:30 AM College Outreach
Mailing
11:00 AM Worship Service

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:30 PM Youth Group

14

Blood Pressure Screenings
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
5:30 PM Youth Group

13

6:00 PM Cub Scouts
6:30 PM Evangelism/
Membership Committee
Meeting
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
7:00 PM Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Charge
Conference
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Monday

All Saints Sunday
Communion
Daylight Savings Time
Ends
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:15 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
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Sunday

November
1

Election Day

29

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Dress
Rehearsal

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

22

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM Board of Trustees
Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

December Newsletter
Deadline

15

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
6:30 Communications
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal
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9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Elkton Rehab –
Carol Robinson’s Team
6:30 PM Staff Parish
Relations Committee
Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

Tuesday

6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

30

6:15 PM Communion

23

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
5:00 PM Relay for Life
Committee Meeting
6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

16

10:30 AM Tele-Care
Meeting
12:00 PM Ruth-Sarah
Circle Meeting
6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

9

6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

2

Wednesday

Happy Thanksgiving
Office Closed

24

7:00 PM Administrative
Council Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

17

6:00 PM Dorcas Circle
Meeting
7:00 PM Finance
Committee Meeting
8:00 AA Meeting

10

8:00 PM AA Meeting

3

Thursday

Office Closed

25

6:30 PM Classic Christians’
Potluck Dinner & Program
7:00 PM CCCS Children’s
Rehearsal

18

Veterans Day

11

7:00 PM CCCS Children’s
Rehearsal

4

Friday

26

7:00 PM Sunday School
Movie Night

19

12

4:00-7:00 PM Spaghetti
Dinner & Bake Sale

5

Saturday
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Church Staff
Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director.................Katie Sparks
Youth Ministries Director....Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director.......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director....Susan Starrett
Nursery Care
Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sextons...................................Donald Ewing
Donna Horgan

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Information

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

Church Office Hours

Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

