From the Pastor

Rev. Karen Bunnell, Senior Pastor

Dear Friends,
The other day I had to drive to Cambridge
for a meeting, and when I came out of the
parsonage at 6:30 or so, there was an ever so
slight chill in the air – and it made me so
happy because it told me that fall is coming!
And now it’s here! Yay! I love fall and I love
October! Turning off the air conditioners,
flinging open the windows, and sometimes,
even having to put a blanket on the bed at
night; watching the fabulous display of
colors – reds, oranges, yellows and browns;
seeing mums appear on front porches –
there’s so much to love about this month!
Not to mention everything that goes on at
church as well! World Communion Sunday,
Blessing of the Animals, Stewardship Fair,
Blood Drive, Harvest Food Festival, Family
Fun Night, the Classic Christians’ bus trip,
Pledge Sunday – the list goes on and on! It’s
an exciting time in the life of our church and
God is doing great things among us!
Enjoy every minute of this exciting
month! Make time especially to enjoy the
changing of the seasons, and the glorious
splendor of color and chill that God will give
us! We are so blessed and this month signs
of God’s blessings will be all around us!
Enjoy them all, and give God thanks for
them every single day!
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MISSIONS OUTREACH

“He who despises his neighbor sins, but blessed is he who is kind to the needy.” PROVERBS 14:21

Missions News

Submitted by Joe Tanner, Chair

On October 9th in Weldin Hall, we will conduct our third blood drive in cooperation with the Blood Bank of
Delaware. We will have sign-ups in the hospitality area on October 2nd to set up appointment times. We had great
support for our prior two blood drives and we are hoping to get even more people involved for this one.
Also on October 9th, we will be distributing collection bags for the “Harvest Food Festival” to provide
non-perishable food products for the food pantry at Immaculate Conception Church. This pantry provides food for
needy persons in Elkton and the surrounding community. Collection of the contributed food will be on October
16th in the parking lot for delivery to Immaculate Conception later on that day.

Missions Finances

Year to date at the end of July - Missions income was $27,660 which was $3979 higher than 2015.
Mission expenses year to date at the end of July were $24,493 which were $732 less than 2015.

Ruth-Sarah Circle sells Flavorings - vanilla, lemon, and almond at $3.50 a bottle & assorted Rada Knives
year round to raise money for our circle Missions.
If you would like to order either item, please call Irene Dunlap at 410-392-9355.

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 2016
Submitted by Nancy Stubbs, Ruth-Sarah Circle Secretary

Mark your calendar and join us again in filling and delivering shoeboxes to the millions of poor, sick and suffering
children around the world as tangible expressions of God’s love and constant presence with them.
Sunday, October 16: Pick up your boxes to fill from the table in the Welcome Center.
Sunday, Nov. 6 or 13 at the latest: Bring back your filled boxes to the Welcome Center.
Join us again for our 10th year and help us top last year’s number of 64 filled boxes!

Annual Cookie Walk

Our annual Cookie Walk is Saturday, December 10, 2016.
Volunteers are needed to bake lots of cookies!
Watch for bulletin inserts in November and take action now to enter Cookie Walk on your Dec 10 calendar.
Tell your friends to save the date!

The Spaghetti Dinner is right around the corner and, before you know it, you will
be smelling our delicious homemade spaghetti sauce! Mark your calendars for
Saturday, November 5th and join us for our annual Spaghetti Dinner and bake
sale from 4 to 7 p.m. Tickets will once again be $10/ adults, $5/ children under 10
and maximum of $30 for an individual family up to 6 people. So bring your
friends, neighbors and relatives for a great dinner and even better fellowship all
while supporting great projects happening around our church! Questions? Or
would you like to volunteer for the dinner? Contact Faye Camors at 410-3925548 or Bethany Buckley at buckley91@comcast.net. We hope to see you there!
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EDUCATION AND EVENTS

“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” PROVERBS 22:6

Sunday School and Education News

Submitted by Katie Sparks, Director of Children and Educational Ministries

Blasting into Sunday School!

Sunday School Kick-off on September 11, 2016
was a huge success! Our winning class in the
sign-up table decorating contest was the
Preschool Class who decorated using rocket ships
and a light up poster!!
All classes are still accepting new participants and
we encourage you to join a class. Nursery care is
available for children who are too young to join a
Sunday School class. There will be short-term
studies held throughout the year during the day and
in the evenings so keep an eye on the bulletin,
newsletter, and website to see what is being offered
(childcare will be available if needed during these
classes). If you have a study that you are interested
in leading, please see Katie Sparks.

Fall Festival

Come make some fun fall crafts, your own caramel
candy apple, play games with friends, and go trickor-treating at our Fall Festival on October 29, 2016.
The fun will start at 6:30pm and trick-or-treating will
be at 7:30pm in the Wesley Wing. Everyone who
came to this event last year had a lot of fun, so bring
the kids or grandkids and come check it out!
*We are asking for donations of old clothes for
scarecrow making. If you have old clothes to donate
please place them in the box near the Welcome
Center.

Acolyte Sign-Ups

If your child is in kindergarten or a higher grade we
would love to have them join the acolyte team! If your
child is interested in becoming an important part of the
service in this way please email Katie Sparks for more
information at Katharine.gravatt@gmail.com.

Nursery Volunteers

Our nursery is in need of volunteers for both services.
Volunteering in the nursery is very rewarding and a huge
help to parents with small children! If you are interested
in volunteering, please see Katie Sparks in the education
office for more information.
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YOUTH GROUP

“Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long.” PSALM 25:5

Youth News

Submitted by Sandy Wherry, Director of Youth

New Time – the youth group will meet this year from
5:30-8 p.m.
The youth group started out this year with 22 youth and 8
senior citizens. We all had a great time having dinner with
our senior guests and followed it up with a Historical Scavenger Hunt. Rich Juergens found pictures in his vault of the
business’ that were in town in years past and presented them
to the youth so they could see what they were like in their
day. Some of the buildings are still there but the businesses
have been long gone. The seniors were all assigned a driver
and 3 or more youth members to search for the buildings
that were described in the 25 clues. When they found the
location, the senior would talk about the original business
and take a picture. Upon arriving back at the church, the
youth announced that they had a great time and the seniors
were excited about their experience with the youth members. The youth are excited about our new year. Our calendar is set. If you need a copy, please see Sandy.
The new time for youth group is 5:30-8 p.m. This will
allow everyone to get home a little earlier so they can
prepare for the next day. The time is scheduled to change
again after the professional football season is finished. We
will serve lunch following the church service at 12:30 and
stay until 3 p.m. This will be a trial period for us.
The youth will are preparing for the Crop Walk that will
be held in North East on Sunday, October 2nd. We will
meet right after the 11 a.m. service and eat lunch then travel
to registration in North East.
We are discussing various fund raisers to support our
compassion children. If you have a suggestion, please let us
know.
Service projects are a large part of youth group and we are
looking for some that can be done for our members as well
as the community, please consider us for raking leaves,
washing windows, cleaning care, etc. Please leave a note on
Sandy’s desk in the youth office.
The youth are already planning for the Youth Rally in
Ocean City the weekend of January 6th, 7th and 8th. We
need to have a deposit of $60 by Oct. 10th if you plan to
attend. Rend Collective will lead worship and Steve
Fitzhugh will be the speaker. Steve is a former pro-football
player and is now the head of the FCA in our tri-state area.
We will be looking for sponsors for some of our members.
If you would like to help, let Sandy or Rev. Bunnell know.
Thanks for any consideration. Any further questions, please
text Sandy at 443-309-0160.
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CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

Finance News

Submitted by Bill Ferringer, Chairman

The operational net income through August is negative $903.
Income is up from last year by $3,859. The main components are offering income is up from last year by $1,184,
other income is down $885, while the youth program income is up $1,996 and rental income is up $1,564.
General expenses are down from last year by $1,616. Office supplies and postage are down $3,232 but apportionment and district office expenses are up $2,648. Other expenses are down $1,032.
Pastor and staff expenses are down $4,658.
Council on Ministries is up from last year $426. Ministries Program and Evangelism are up $3,174. Youth and
Education are down $2,531. All other expenses are down $217.
Building expenses are down from last year by $9,779. Church repairs and maintenance are up $522 mainly due
to roof repairs. Church utilities are down $3,928. Copier expenses are down $1,143 due to the lease of new copiers
at a lower price and the first month rental being paid by the vendor. Expense for purchase of air conditioners in
2015 for upstairs Sunday School rooms $5,150 not repeated in 2016. All other expenses are down $80.
Parsonage expenses are up from last year by $1,484. This is primarily due to repairs and maintenance.
Non-Operation is a net deficit of $13,590. This is primarily due to the second payment for the Weldin Hall air
conditioner replacement of $14,000.
The Building Fund received $47,857 this year as we work to secure funds to repay the loans of $245,000 in 2021.
Total balance on hand is $106,155
After eight months, the church’s financial condition is basically break even. We came into the year with a
$13,000 deficit budget. There are some one-time expenses (steeple power wash, parking lot repairs and organ
repairs) that will be paid before year end that will bring us close to the budget we started with for 2016. The
Finance Committee just asks everyone to be good stewards and keep your pledges up-to-date.
As I always say, Elkton United Methodist Church continues to be an exciting place to be and is “A place to know
Jesus, be known by Jesus, and make Him known to others.” And everyone is important.

Finance News

Submitted by Bill Ferringer, Chair

AUGUST
MONTH

AUGUST
YTD

Income
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Income

25,537
825
26,362

282,278
4,430
286,708

Expenses
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Total Expenses

33,370
0
42,761

283,181
18,020
267,827

Net Income/(Loss)
General Ministry & Trustees
Operational
Non-Operational
Net Income/(Loss)

(7,833)
825
(7,008)

(903)
(13,590)
(14,493)

5

CHURCH NEWS

“Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. And whatever else you do, get good judgment.” PROVERBS 4:7

It’s Time to Start Thinking About Your Giving for 2017

Sunday, October 30th will be Pledge Sunday for our church. On that day, you will be invited to make your
financial commitment to our church for the year ahead. Earlier in the month, you will receive a letter from the
Finance Chairperson and the Pastor, and a pledge card and envelope for you to use on the 30th. Please take time
during October to really meditate on and pray about the financial offering God is calling you to make to Him
through the ministries of EUMC. We accomplish so many incredible things for the cause of Christ through the
generous giving of all of you, and we pray that that giving will only continue to grow in the year ahead.

Attention Church Leaders

Our church’s Charge Conference with the District Superintendent will be on Monday, November 7th at 7:00 p.m. in
the sanctuary. In preparation for that event, all leaders of the various ministry areas need to prepare a one-page
annual report of the things your team has done and plans to do in the year ahead. Those reports need to be turned
into the church office no later than October 15th. If you need a copy of your team’s report from last year or if you
have questions and need further information, contact Rev. Bunnell at eumc@comcast.net.

Treasurer’s Position

The position of treasurer of the EUMC will be open at the end of December,
2016. This is a part-time position. If you or someone you know is interested in
filling this position, please submit a resume with the following qualifications:
1. A demonstrated commitment to Christian values and beliefs
2. Strong accounting skills
3. Strong computer skills
4. A high school diploma or equivalent, or higher
5. A minimum of 5 years accounting/bookkeeping experience
6. Confidentiality, honesty, integrity
Please send resume to Gretchen Ginder, SPRC, EUMC, 219 E. Main Street,
Elkton, MD 21921 by October 18, 2016.
Like us on Facebook!
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP

“May the LORD bless you from Zion all the days of your life...” PSALM 128:5

Music Ministries

Submitted by Sharon Williams, Organist/Coordinator of Music Ministries

September has been an exciting month for the music department at EUMC. The bell choir, chancel choir, men's
choir and the children's choir are busy rehearsing weekly to be well prepared to offer our church family beautiful
music for our Sunday morning worship services.
The chancel choir has been singing for you several weeks at the 11:00 a.m. service; the men's choir will sing on
October 9th at both services; the bell choir is scheduled to ring for us on October 16th at both services, and the
children's choir will sing for us on October 23rd at the 8:30 service.
We always have room for anyone interested in joining the chancel choir, men's choir, and the children's choir.
Unfortunately, we do not have enough interest in starting a chime/handbell choir for grades 6-12. If you have a child
interested in ringing, let me know. Contact me at stwilliams10@comcast.net if you have any questions or any interest in being a part of our music program.

Blessing of the Animals

We’ll have our annual Blessing of the Animals service on Sunday, October 2nd at 3 p.m. in the yard in front of
Weldin Hall. Bring your furry loved ones for this brief service that celebrates their special place in our lives!

Have you Lost a Loved One This Year?

On November 6th, our church will celebrate All Saints’ Sunday. On that day, we remember those members of
our church who have died in the past year with a video presentation. We remember others who have died as
members of our church bring flowers to vases at the front of the church in their memory. This year, we’re adding
something new as well. We’re going to include a list of all those who have died – members and non-members –
in the bulletin. So if you have lost someone you love, and want their name printed on that list, please send the
information to eumc@comcast.net. Remember, they don’t have to be a member of the church, it can be anyone
you have lost in your life. When you send in the information, please include your name, their name and their
relationship to you. Questions? Give Pastor Bunnell a call in the church office.
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FELLOWSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” II CORINTHIANS

Women’s Retreat News

Calling all women of the church! Plans are now in place for the 2017 EUMC Women’s Retreat! It will be held
the weekend of January 13-15, 2017 at the Dunes Manor Hotel in Ocean City MD. This year’s theme is “Filling
Your Hunger, Quenching Your Thirst,” centered around Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well. The weekend
will be filled with wonderful presentations, lots of sharing time, activities, and of course, fun, food and fellowship!
Cost for the retreat is $295/single occupancy, $210/double occupancy, $185/triple occupancy, and $175/quadruple
occupancy. Payments are due on October 1st, November 1st and December 1st. Brochures about the retreat are
located in the Welcome Center area. If you’re interested, sign up quickly! The retreat fills up fast!

“Untie the Ribbon” at the Next Stewardship Fair
Submitted by Dot Eltzroth, Chair

On Sunday, October 16, we have the opportunity to put our talents and skills into
action by offering to join with the ministries and committees that are active right here in
EUMC. The theme of this year’s Fair is ‘Untie the Ribbon’ with the focus to discover the
gifts the church has for you and those you have for the church. This is a time to refresh
your thoughts on the many opportunities available to you to develop your stewardship skills. Representatives
from the many ministries and committees will be in Weldin Hall, eager to talk with you about where you can
join in and flourish in this church community. And after you visit each table represented, cast your vote for
the ministry or committee that has the best decorated table!
Our calendars and schedules seem filled with appointments and tasks, and we often think we cannot fit in
one more commitment. Reflect on the opportunities available in this Fair, and consider the tremendous
value to you and those around you if you sign up to serve on a committee. Using our time and talents to
advance the purpose of the church is what motivates us as Christians to move into action!
Come in, chat with the representatives, and give of your time and talents in service. In turn, this church –
all of us – will grow as a stronger Christian community. See you on October 16th!
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BARK
BATH
BONE
BOWLS
CANINE
CHASE
CHEW TOY
COLLAR
COMPANION
FAITHFUL

FEED
FETCH
FOOD
FRIEND
GROOM
GROWL
GUARD
HAIR
HARNESS
HOUSE

ID TAG
JUMP
KENNEL
LEASH
LICK
LOYAL
OWNER
PANT
PAWS
PLAY

PUPPY
ROLL OVER
SHAMPOO
SLEEP
TRAIN
TREATS
TRIM NAILS
WAG TAIL
WALK
WATER

Crossword puzzle solution on page 12!

Stewardship Sunday
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

30

6:00 PM Cub/Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir

31

6:00 PM Cub/Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir

24

23

8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

6:00 PM Cub/Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir

17

6:00 PM Cub/Boy Scouts
7:00 PM Handbell Choir

10

6:00 PM Cub/Boy Scouts
6:30 PM Stewardship
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Handbell Choir
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Monday

Stewardship Fair
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Youth Group

16

Blood Pressure Screenings
7:30 AM-12:30 PM
Missions Blood Drive
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
12:15 PM New Member
Class
6:00 PM Youth Group

9

Communion
8:30 AM Worship Service
9:45 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
12:00 PM UMW
Committee Meeting
3:00 PM Blessing of the
Animals
6:00 PM Youth Group
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Sunday

October

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

25

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

18

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal

11

9:30 AM Staff Meeting
2:30 PM Elkton Rehab,
Deibert/Budrow Team
7:00 PM CCCS Rehearsal
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Tuesday

6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

26

6:30 AM Men’s Breakfast
5:00 PM Relay for Life
Committee Meeting
6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

Classic Christians’ Trip
to Baltimore

19

10:30 AM Tele-Care
Committee Meeting
12:00 PM Ruth-Sarah
Circle Meeting
6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir

12

6:15 PM Communion
6:30 PM Cub Scout
Committee Meeting
6:30 PM Men’s Choir
7:00 PM Chancel Choir
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Wednesday

6

27

8:00 PM AA Meeting

20

6:30 PM Staff Parish
Relations Committee
Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

13

6:00 PM Dorcas Circle
Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

6:30 PM Missions
Committee Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday

28

7:00 PM CCCS Children’s
Rehearsal

21

November Newsletter
Deadline

14

7

Friday

6:30-8:00 PM Sunday
School Fall Fest

29

22

9:00 AM-2:00 PM Lay
Academy Training

15

9:00 AM-2:00 PM Lay
Academy Training

1
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Saturday

2016

Church Staff
Senior Pastor.............Rev.Karen F. Bunnell
Associate Pastor of Visitation
Ministries........................Rev. Ray Graham
Children & Education
Ministries Director.................Katie Sparks
Youth Ministries Director....Sandy Wherry
Organist/Coordinator
of Music Ministries......Sharon Williams
Adult Choir Director........Steven Gilmore
Adult Handbell Director.......Paul Deemer
Children’s Choir Director....Susan Starrett
Nursery Care
Professional.....................Yolanda Gomez
Treasurer........................William Vassalotti
Secretary...............................Kay Mortimer
Sextons...................................Donald Ewing
Donna Horgan

Sunday Worship Services
8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m. - Noon

Sunday School (All Ages)
9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.

Youth Fellowship

Sunday evenings at 6:00 p.m.

Contact Information

219 East Main Street
Elkton, MD 21921
(410) 398-0933
Email: eumc@comcast.net
Web site: www.elktonumc.org

Church Office Hours

Monday through Thursday
8:00 a.m. - Noon
12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

