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 Every year, when youth take part in confirmation class, one of the most important 

things they do is learn more about the Bible.  Most of them have had Bibles since they got 

them in second grade in Sunday School, and hopefully, most of them have read them and 

used them, but in confirmation class, time is spent delving more into the why’s, what’s and 

wherefores’ of scripture.  It is there that they are reminded that there were four Gospel 

writers – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John – and that each one wrote the same story – the 

story of Jesus – in a different way. 

 They want to know why, and perhaps you do as well.  To illustrate that, I always 

engage the confirmands in a little game.  I’ll ask them who was in worship the previous 

Sunday, and I’ll pick two of them.  I’ll send one out of the room, and keep one in with the 

rest of the class, and then I’ll ask that person to tell the class everything they can 

remember about the service that Sunday.  After they have done that, I’ll call the other 

person back in the room, and ask them the same question, and of course, their answers are 

never the same – sure, some of the memories are the same, but they’re told in that person’s 

unique way, according to that person’s memory, and in accord with what really mattered to 

that person. 

 So one of the youth might have said that on that Sunday, the lesson was about the 

Good Samaritan, and the sermon was okay, and we sang “Amazing Grace,” while the other 

might have mentioned that the handbells rang, and we heard about the Good Samaritan, 

and perhaps recalled a story I had included in the sermon.  What you remember and what 

you tell all depends upon what you heard and why you remembered it. 

 Well, the same can be said of the four Gospel writers.  Yes, their stories are basically 

all about Jesus, but each of them tells the story from a different perspective.  You may 

remember that Matthew starts his gospel with a genealogy of Jesus, seeking to set his roots 

firmly in Judaism.  Luke is the historian of the bunch, so he gives us details.  He’s the one 

who tells all the details of Jesus’ birth – he’s the “no room in the inn” guy.  John’s Gospel is 

totally unlike the other three – he’s very poetic, and theological – intending throughout to 

prove who Jesus is – the Savior of the world, the bread of life, the light of the world. 

 And then there’s Mark, from whom we read the passage this morning.  Mark is in a 

hurry.  Mark isn’t big on details.  He’s in a hurry, because Mark is convinced that Jesus will 

return at any time, so he has a sense of urgency about his writing.  He wants to get his 

message across NOW.  He doesn’t bother telling the story of Jesus’ birth, no, he goes right 

to his baptism, and by verse 10 of the 1st chapter, we hear the voice of God saying, “This is 

my beloved Son.” 
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 Mark wants people to know right away who Jesus is, he wants them to be ready 

when Jesus comes again.  So it’s a fast Gospel, a Gospel that compelling, and that moves, 

and that doesn’t dwell on details.  One of the words that comes up over and over again in 

Mark’s gospel is the word “immediately.”  That reflects the urgency of Mark’s message. 

 We see it in today’s passage – in the call of the disciples.  Jesus comes upon, first 

Peter (called Simon then), and his brother Andrew.  They’re at work, if you will, fishing on 

the Sea of Galilee, and Jesus invites them to come and follow Him.  What does Mark say?  

“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.”  Then Jesus went a little farther, and 

came upon James and his brother John, who were mending nets, and again, Jesus invited 

them to come and follow Him, and again, Mark writes, “Immediately, they left their father 

in the boat with the hired men and followed Jesus.” 

 Now, I don’t know about you, but I find myself wondering if they didn’t just hesitate 

even for a minute, before saying “yes” to Jesus.  I mean, what he was asking of them was 

big – huge!  “Leave everything behind, and follow me.”  But you know what?  To Mark, 

those details don’t matter, because for Mark and his readers, it’s not about the disciples, it’s 

all about Jesus.  His focus is on Jesus, and the story is of Jesus call on those lives that day, 

and on our lives, this day. 

 David Dean reminded us of that so beautifully last week – that Jesus calls each of us 

to follow Him, and be His disciple.  Even to this day.  God calls each of us.  For the first 

twelve, that call was to literally walk by His side, and be in ministry with Him.  For the 

rest of us, the call is to follow Him completely – with all that we have and all that we are. 

 And to do that, like the twelve disciples, we’ll have to leave some things behind.  

Remember, in the lesson, that Peter and Andrew left behind their nets, their work, their 

livelihood, to walk with Jesus; James and John left their father behind to go with Him. 

 In order to fully and faithfully follow Jesus, all of us have to leave things behind at 

one point or another.  For sure, we have to leave behind our need to call all the shots, to be 

in total control – which is so hard for some of us to do.  We want to be in control, we want to 

make all the plans, we want to say and do what we want to say and do – yet to follow Jesus 

means allowing Him to be the one to point the way, and tell us what to be and do. 

 Others might be called to leave behind anger or bitterness, in order to walk with 

Jesus – anger or bitterness that we might have nurtured for a long, long time. 

 Still others might be called to leave behind a need to have more and more, to store 

up treasures, in order to serve those whom Jesus puts in your way. 

 Others of us might be called to leave behind our tightly-planned schedules, in order 

to give time for others in our walk with the Lord. 

 A lot of us will be called to leave behind our fear of stepping out in faith, in order to 

answer Jesus’ call on our lives. 

 To follow Jesus fully and faithfully usually means leaving some things behind, and 

for most of us, that’s not an easy thing to do.  One writer put it this way:  “We can’t follow 

Jesus and not be willing to change what’s in our hands and what’s in our hearts, to leave 

more and more of the past behind in order to move forward with Christ.”  (On-line, “Our 

First Calling,” The Rev. Julie Pennington-Russell 



3 
 

 Yet, as another pastor put it, too often “we still choose Nike over the needy.  We 

want more things instead of living on less.  Instead of ordering our lives so that we might 

have more to give away, for the most part our lives are skewed toward selfish comforts.  In 

a world of six billion where resources are limited and the vast majority of God’s people live 

in poverty, we still think that by and large the world revolves around us.  Oh, we pray for 

peace with justice, but we remain largely unwilling to make the hard choices that love 

requires.”  And then, he ends with this telling statement:  “When push comes to shove, our 

faith takes a back seat to so-called reality.”  (On-line, “Follow, Follow, Follow,” The Rev. J. 

Bennett Guess) 

 Don’t let Peter and Andrew and James and John’s story fool you – to follow Jesus is 

not easy.  Just because they jumped up and answered the call, doesn’t mean it wasn’t hard, 

and that they didn’t have to leave anything behind – because they did – and so do we. 

 What is it that you need to leave behind to fully follow Jesus today?  Is it your need 

for control, your time, your focus on money and things, your over-crowded schedule?  Is it 

your anger with someone, or your fear of moving out of your comfort zone?  What do you 

need to leave behind to fully follow Jesus? 

 I can’t help but think of some of the people around here who are giving up things to 

follow Jesus.  Why, there’s a group of men in Ocean City this weekend following Jesus, and 

I know, for a fact, that some of them have had to leave things behind to be there – time with 

their families, fear of the unknown at the retreat, time focused on themselves, instead now 

focused on time with Jesus.   

 And there’s a group of people down in Weldin Hall this morning who have left 

behind the kind of worship they have known their entire lives for a new kind of worship 

that others might come to know Jesus in a new way. 

 And I think of Evan, who spoke to us last week, about this incredible four thousand 

mile bike journey he’ll be making this summer to fund help for those fighting cancer.  Think 

of what he’s leaving behind to do that – a summer at home with family and friends, a 

summer sitting by a pool rather than sitting on a bike for 4000 miles, a summer when he 

could be working and making money for himself, instead he’s making money for the fight 

against an insidious disease that destroys so many lives. 

 And all around us, in so many ways, people are leaving behind time for themselves 

when they take up the call to teach Sunday School, or sing in the choir, or serve as an 

usher, or greeter or worship leader – or in a hundred different ways. 

 To follow Jesus fully and faithfully, means leaving behind things that would draw us 

away from Him and from the people with whom He would have us spend our time and 

energy.  What do you need to leave behind to follow Him more fully and faithfully, because 

still today, my friends, He is calling you. 

I know that many of us feel unworthy or ill-prepared to answer His call on our lives, 

but I want to encourage all of us to answer it anyway, knowing that when He calls us, He 

goes with us on that journey, through the power of His Holy Spirit.  He is right by our side, 

to give us whatever we need, and to guide and direct us on our way.  So, listen for the 

Spirit’s nudging you – you’ll feel it, you’ll sense when He wants you to go somewhere or do 

something – and when you feel it, say yes – even if you’re afraid and don’t know where He’s 

leading you. 
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Remember, no one Jesus ever picked as a disciple was perfect – no one.  Everyone 

had a blemish or two, none of them would have fit the profile of perfect disciples.  Jesus 

doesn’t seek perfection, Jesus seeks faithfulness.  So when He calls, say yes. 

I want to finish with something I read this week that an associate pastor wrote 

about her senior pastor.  She said that one Sunday, they were standing in line behind the 

choir in the procession just getting ready to walk into the sanctuary, when she noticed him 

standing there with a faraway, distracted look on his face.  She nudged his arm and said, 

“Paul, it’s 11:00.  Are you ready?”  And you know what he said to her?  “No . . . but let’s go 

in anyway.”  (On-line, “Ready or Not,” The Rev. Alyce McKenzie) 

When it comes to answering Jesus’ call to follow Him, and someone asks if we’re 

ready, if we’re honest, sometimes the answer might be “no,” because we’re not sure where 

He wants us to go or what He wants us to do.  My prayer is that even if it is, we, like that 

Senior Pastor, will say, “But let’s go in anyway,” knowing that Jesus goes with us.  

My friends, as you come forward for communion this morning to receive this gift 

from the One who gave it all for you, prayerfully ask yourself this question – “What do I 

need to leave behind for Him?”   

       Amen. 


