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 A couple of days ago, I was trying to do a task on my computer, and for the 

life of me, I could not figure out how to do it.  I was trying to put some text in the 

middle of a box on some mailing labels, and for about an hour, and with a whole lot 

of frustration, I struggled at it.  Now you need to know that I have never had any 

training whatsoever in using the computer – I basically taught myself along the 

way.  So I’m pretty sure that I make a lot of things that are easy, hard, because I 

don’t know what I’m doing. 

 

 In the same vein, I have a heck of a time – every time – changing the ink 

cartridge in my computer printers.  For one, I have two computers – one at home 

and one here at the church, and they are two entirely different kinds of printers – 

one’s an Epson, one’s a Canon.  And every time I have to change a cartridge, it takes 

me forever.  Until finally I just google “how do you change the ink cartridge in the 

Epson 812 printer?” and up come the instructions on the screen – which are, after I 

see them, incredibly, incredibly easy to accomplish. 

 

 Here’s the thing, though.  Before I resort to googling the instructions, I push 

everything I can push or move to get the old cartridge out.  I look at it from all 

angles and try pushing and pulling at all angles – and nothing.  But when I look at 

the directions, I find out that all I have to do is practically tap one little bar and up 

pops the old cartridge.  Take it out, pop in the new one, and voila!  Done! 

 

 Now, why did I tell you those things?  Well, because sometimes we make 

things harder than they need to be.  And I think that’s the case with Jesus’ 

command that comes to us on this Maundy Thursday.  Just to remind you – the 

word “Maundy” means “mandate.”   

 

 Jesus’ mandate to us comes at the end of tonight’s scripture lesson.  Hear it 

again:  “I give you a new commandment:  that you love one another.” 

 

 He gives this mandate after he has shown those around him – in so many 

ways – just what love looks like.  So, it isn’t really any wonder that we make his 

mandate harder than it really is – because we think we’re called to love that way – 

that big, huge way the way Jesus did – that big, huge, selfless, self-sacrificing, 

extraordinary way. 
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 I mean, just consider the context in which he made this mandate.  It was an 

extraordinary night on which he sat down with those closest to him for a final meal 

together, and as it ended, in a surprising twist, Jesus lived the bread and the 

chalice of wine and told them that, in the future, whenever they ate bread and 

drank wine, to remember him – his body broken for them, his blood shed for their 

salvation. 

 

 And he did something else extraordinary that night as well – he knelt down 

and acted the servant as he washed their dusty, dirty feet.  To them, it appeared 

demeaning for him to do that.  For him, it was selfless and sacrificial – a way to 

show them the depths of his love for them, and the powerful impact of serving 

others. 

 

 So what he did that night was extraordinary, and when we hear his mandate 

to love like that, it is overwhelming, it is pretty challenging, and we wonder if we 

can do it. 

 

 But I want to suggest to you tonight that, in some ways, the things Jesus did 

that night were rather ordinary too.  After all, in reality, what Jesus did that night 

was have dinner with some friends – much like we do all the time.  And washing 

dirty feet – well, that happened anytime someone went into another person’s home 

in those days.  That was just what happened when you came in off of the dusty 

streets in those days – the servant washed your feet. 

 

 So Jesus, while doing and saying some extraordinary things, chose ordinary 

means to do it – which I think opens the door for us to think about his mandate in 

new ways.   

 

 One pastor I read this week said this:  “The world has too few examples of 

what love looks like.”  (On-line, “Dancing with the Word,” “If We Have Love for One 

Another,” 4/17/16)  She’s right.  Why just a few days ago, I was driving down Route 

40 and I was going (yes, I’ll confess it) probably five miles above the speed limit, 

with a line of traffic in front of me.  Suddenly, roaring up behind comes this pick-up 

truck and he gets right on my bumper, flashing his lights angrily – but I had 

nowhere to go.  Then in a flash, when there’s the least little break in the traffic, he 

veers over to the right lane and zooms right up next to me – and yes, promptly 

turns and looks and me and in a fit of anger, flashes me the finger!  And I would 

guess he was probably about a 40 year old guy. 

 

 Sadly, that’s the kind of world we live in much of the time these days.  

Impatience, self-centeredness, rudeness – oh, how the world needs what Jesus 

wants us to share – love.  And I want to tell you something – even when we share it 

in ordinary ways, they will notice. 
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 They’ll notice when, for instance, we say hello to a stranger and make them 

feel welcome. 

 

 They’ll notice when we listen in a conversation instead of talking all the time. 

 

 They’ll notice when we open doors, and say please and thank you. 

 

 They’ll notice when we say grace over a meal in a public place. 

 

 They’ll notice when we’re nice to waiters and waitresses, cashiers and cooks. 

 

 They’ll notice when we surprise people with notes of support, a little gift card, 

a flower. 

 

 They’ll notice when we let a car in a line of traffic, instead of trying to keep 

them out. 

 

 They’ll notice when we offer to babysit, or take a casserole to a harried or 

hurting family. 

 

 They’ll notice – and in this world that can be so unloving – they’ll know that 

they is something different about us, and that difference is Jesus.  Like he said, 

they will know him because of the love that we show. 

 

 A lot of people around our country noticed something incredibly loving just 

this past weekend.  Maybe some of you did as well.  Did any of you happen to watch 

the Masters golf tournament?  Well, if you did, you may have seen a guy by the 

name of Matt Kucher hit a hole in one – which, of course, is incredibly amazing 

anytime, but even more amazing at the Masters. 

 

 The crowd went crazy, of course, but what happened next is what was 

incredible – and it was extraordinary and ordinary all at the same time.  Matt 

Kucher went over to the cup, picked the ball up out of the cup, took a pen out of his 

pocket, autographed that ball (which, of course, you could easily see that it would be 

something he could put in a case on a shelf in his home and admire it forever).  But 

you know what he did with that ball?  He walked across the green, over to the 

crowd, found a little boy and gave it to him – just like that.  And the crowd went 

nuts!  And the video of that event has gone viral, and the comments in social media 

are amazing.  People have even commented that when they saw Kucher do that, it 

restored their faith in humankind.   

 

 And you know what, my friends?  Matt Kuchar is a Christian.  And he 

showed it so beautifully on Sunday.  He loved as Jesus loved. 
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 So on this Maundy Thursday night, I invite you to hear Jesus’ mandate and 

not make it more difficult than it is.  Just love.  Just love as he loved – in ordinary 

ways.  Because as you do, people will remember him, and the world will be a far, far 

better place. 

 

 In a moment, we will sing a hymn about Jesus loving and serving others.  

Make it be a prayer for your life in the days ahead – that Jesus will fill you with his 

love and show you how to serve the neighbors you have in him.  

 

 And then, as you come to the table of our Lord tonight, ask God to guide you 

every single day so that you will live and love in such a way that “they will know 

you are a Christian by your love.”   

  

 Friends, don’t make it more difficult than it is.  Just love as Jesus loved.  May 

it be so. 

 

       Amen. 


