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Jonah 3 

 

 

 One day, a long time ago, I was on a trip in Pennsylvania.  I don’t remember 

where I was going or why, but I do remember the trip.  I got off the Pennsylvania 

turnpike to head toward my destination, and got onto what I thought was the right 

road.  (This was well before the days of GPS, and all I had was a route number, no 

map.)  At any rate, I turned onto that road, and started driving.  And then, I drove 

and I drove and I drove - up and down hills, through farm country - and nowhere 

along the route, could I find any other signs.  The more I drove, the more irritated I 

got.  Then the more I drove, the more scared I got.  I couldn’t figure out where I 

was, how I got there, or how I would get out of there, and get to where I needed to 

be.  Finally, after about a half hour of following this supposed right road, I got to a 

major intersection - and guess what, it was the exact same place I started.  I had 

been driving in a circle the whole time.  I was right back where I started from! 

 

 Well, as we turn back to the story of Jonah is this third sermon in the series 

on Jonah, unbelievably, Jonah too is right back where he started.  For those of you 

who might not have been here the previous two weeks, or even if you were, let me 

remind you of Jonah’s story thus far. 

 

 Jonah as you know by know, was a prophet from a town north of Nazareth.  

He was a faithful Jew, and one day, God spoke to him, telling him that He wanted 

Jonah to go to Nineveh and prophesy to the people.  Nineveh was a horrible place, 

a city wracked with evil and cruelty, a people known for not just plundering lands, 

but being absolutely brutal and doing unconscionable things to the people after they 

had taken their land.   

 

 God was disgusted with them, and wanted it to stop, and God chose Jonah as 

the one to go and deliver that message.  Jonah, a good and faithful man, a good and 

faithful Jew, wanted no parts of that job.  The Ninevites hated Jews, and they were 

hateful people, and Jonah was no more interested in going to them than the man in 

the moon.  So he said no to God, and ran off in the opposite direction from Nineveh, 

by way of a ship sailing to Tarshish. 

 

 As soon as Jonah got on that ship, a violent storm came up and threatened to 

capsize the ship and engulf all who were on board.  The crew figured out that 

Jonah was the cause of the storm, that he had angered God, so they threw Jonah 

overboard, whereupon he was swallowed up by a huge whale.  For three days and 
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three nights, he lived in the belly of that whale, until he repented, and lifted his 

fervent prayers to God that he might live. 

 

 And God heard Jonah’s prayers, and delivered him from the belly of the 

whale onto dry land, giving Jonah new life and a second chance - which is where we 

find him today - in essence, right back where he started from - hearing God’s call to 

go and prophesy to the people of Nineveh. 

 

 Truth be told, he has no more interest in doing that now than he did before 

his adventure at sea.  One writer called it a “mission impossible.”  He says, 

“Nineveh was one of the greatest cities of its day.  It was a city of conquerors, with 

a strong commercial base, superior technology and a powerful war machine.  Jonah 

was from a strip of wilderness that the rest of the world passed through as a way 

station to somewhere else, kind of like (he says) I-95 running through New Jersey.  

Jonah had no credentials for such an act of international diplomacy.”  (On-line, 

bloomingcactus.com, “Give Jonah a Break”) 

 

 So here’s poor Jonah, a good and decent man of God, called to go and use his 

one little voice to tell an entire culture of people that if they didn’t straighten up 

and fly right, and get right with God it would be curtains for them.  It does seem 

like a mission impossible, doesn’t it? 

 

 And doesn’t it also sound a little familiar?  Doesn’t it sort of remind you of 

the call on all of us Christians to speak a word from the Lord in our world today?  

Aren’t we too called to invite the world to be more loving and just, to live in a way 

that pleases God, instead of only caring about oneself?  And doesn’t that seem 

about as impossible to us as Jonah’s task did to him? 

 

 Remember, that in the Gospels, Jesus tells us that we are the light of the 

world, the salt of the earth.  We have a message to tell to the nations, and it’s a 

message that the world desperately needs to hear, because we live in a world that is 

so focused on every person for himself or herself, every nation trying to be the best 

and have the most, everyone taking and taking and taking, with such little giving. 

 

 And it is so easy for us to fall into that kind of thinking and take on that kind 

of living.  It is so easy for us to only think of ourselves, and only think of getting 

more and making more and having more - because well, that’s the way of the world.  

It is so easy for us to stick to our own kind, because well, we have more control that 

way.  It is so easy for us to not risk anything for anyone else, because well, we have 

to take care of ourselves first.  It is so easy to buy into the world’s values, because 

no feathers get ruffled, and well, it’s just easier. 

 

 But it’s not what we’re called to do, just as it wasn’t what Jonah was called to 

do.  Jonah’s life would have been so much easier would God have just let him 
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alone, and let him do what he wanted to do - but God needed Jonah, and God needs 

us. 

 

 God needed Jonah to spread His message to the world of his day, and God 

needs us to do the same in our world in these days.  But, like Jonah, too often we 

are reluctant to do so.  I read something absolutely stunning this week - that 

statistics have shown that 98% of Christians - 98% - do not regularly introduce 

others to Jesus.  98%!  (On-line, sermonillustrations.com, Bill Bright, Campus 

Crusade for Christ) 

 

 How sad that we’re comfortable telling others about what cars to buy, or 

movies to see, or teams for whom to root, but we don’t share about Jesus; Jesus - 

who had made us who we are, Jesus, who has rescued us from sin, Jesus, who 

redeems us, and forgives us, and gives us new life! 

 

 If you are part of that 98%, only you know why you don’t speak a word for 

Jesus.  Maybe, like Jonah, you’re afraid.  Maybe, like Jonah, you don’t want to 

appear pushy or cross the line.  Maybe, like Jonah, you’re more comfortable with 

living and let live.  And I would imagine, that being one of the 98% makes you sad 

- you wish you could do what God wants you to do. 

 

 Deion Sanders, the great football player, tells the story of growing up on the 

mean streets of a city in Florida.  He says some of the people on the streets, with 

their self-centered, evil way of living, actually spurred him on to great 

accomplishments.  He called those people “Ida’s.”  He explains: “I call them Ida’s.  

If I’da done this, I’d be making three million today . . . If I’da practiced a little 

harder, I’d be a superstar.’  He continued:   ‘They were as fast as me whey they 

were kids, but instead of working for their dreams they chose drugs and a life of 

street corners.  When I was young, I had practice; my friends who didn’t went 

straight to the streets and never left.  That moment after school is the moment we 

need to grab.  We don’t need any more Ida’s.”  (On-line, sermonillustrations) 

 

 Likewise, when God called Jonah, God didn’t need any more Ida’s.  “I’da 

gone to the Ninevites if I felt like they could be redeemed; I’da gone to Nineveh if 

you’d have given me some reinforcements; I’da gone to Nineveh if you’d have given 

me a more positive message.” 

 

 When God calls us, He doesn’t need any more Ida’s either.  “I’da said 

something about Jesus, God, but it would have made people uncomfortable.  I’da 

told my new neighbor about you, but they might have thought I was pushy.  I’da 

said something about that racist joke someone told at work, but people would have 

made fun of me.” 

 Oh, in the words of Deion Sanders, God doesn’t need any more I’das.  God 

needs us to say “yes” when He calls. 
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 Because when we do, God can and will do incredible things.  You know, like 

Jonah, too often we underestimate what God can do.  Surely, it was incredible to 

Jonah that God could turn around an entire city, an entire culture of people.  Even 

if he gave them God’s message, what were the chances they would really repent?  I 

mean, the odds were incredible. 

 

 You see, there’s one of our biggest problems - underestimating what God can 

do.  God could, and did, make the impossible happen - Nineveh did repent.  God 

can, and does, make impossible and improbable things happen everyday.  We need 

to remember that. 

 

 Lives are changed, situations are solved, peace is reached, everyday 

someplace in this world.  And it is by the hand of God.  I say it all the time - God 

makes a way when we can’t see it.  Yet, He does.  God is the God of the impossible. 

 

 That’s what we need to remember, that ultimately everything is in God’s 

hands.  That we are called to be faithful.  We’re not called to fix everything, we’re 

simply called to be faithful - and God will do the rest. 

 

 Jonah could never have fixed the problem with Nineveh - but God did.  

Jonah simply needed to speak God’s word to the people, and let God do the rest. 

And that’s what we need to do as well.  We have a story - we have THE story - a 

life-giving, life-changing, life-restoring story - and we need to share it with the 

world.  God needs us to do that. 

 

 I read this week about something that happened a number of years ago, back 

when George V was the King of Great Britain.  He was set to give the opening 

address at a special disarmament conference, and the speech was to be relayed by 

radio to the United States.  Just as the broadcast was about to begin, a cable broke 

in the NY radio station and more than a million listeners were left without sound.  

A junior mechanic at that station, a man by the name of Harold Vivien, solved the 

problem by picking up both ends of the cable and allowing 250 volts of electricity to 

pass through him.  He was the living link that allowed the king’s message to get 

through.  (On-line, Warren Wiersbe, Prokope, July-August 1988, p. 3) 

 

 Friends, that’s what Jonah was too, and that’s what you and I are called to be 

- a “living link that allows the King’s message to get through.”  Jonah did it, albeit 

reluctantly.  He did it.  And amazing things happened.  The people of Nineveh 

heard the word from the Lord, and repented of their evil ways.  It was incredible! 

 

 Can we do it?  Can we be the living link that allows the King’s message to 

get through to others?  I hope we can.  We don’t have to do it with just our words - 

although certainly we need to share our witness with others.  But we can do it as 
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well with our lives, our choices, our actions - the things we choose to do or not to do. 

 

 St. Francis of Assisi once took a young monk with him on a trip to a town 

where he was to preach.  All day long he and the young monk walked through the 

city, rubbing shoulders with hundreds of people.  At the end of the day, they 

returned home.  Not once had Francis addressed a crowd, nor had he spoken to 

anyone about the gospel.  Greatly disappointed, the young monk said to Francis, “I 

thought we were going into town to preach.”  Francis replied, “My son, we have 

preached.  We were preaching when we were walking.  We were seen by many and 

our behavior was closely watched.  It is of no use to walk anywhere to preach 

unless we preach everywhere we walk!”  (Daily Bread, December 15, 1991) 

 

 Let that be a word of encouragement to you today.  You have a story to tell, 

and that story can be told in your words, but it also will be told in your behavior - in 

the things you do, the choices you make, the love and care you share with others. 

Think back on the horrific events in Boston two weeks ago, and remember the great 

witness to God’s love which was so very evident in the acts of so many people that 

day and in the days that followed.  The story of God’s love in Jesus Christ poured 

forth in a powerful way through them. 

 

 So will the story of God’s love in Christ pour forth through you if you accept 

God’s call on your life.  Indeed, as Jonah’s story shows us, sometimes it’s not easy, 

and sometimes it will be downright difficult.  Do it anyway, share the Good News 

of the Gospel in any way you can - for someone around you desperately, desperately 

needs to hear it.  Do whatever you can, and then God will do the rest! 

 

 May it be so. 

 

       Amen.  


