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 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  For five days, God 

created – sea and sky, land and water, animals and vegetation of every kind.  Then, 

on the sixth day, God created humanity.  He created man, Adam, and after doing so, 

God decided that Adam needed someone to be by his side – so God created a woman 

– Eve – and so our story begins. 

 Today, on Mother’s Day, we’ll spend this time together thinking about, and 

yes, praising, this gift from God – women.  (Don’t worry men – you’ll get your 

moment on Father’s Day!) 

 Flip through the pages of scripture, and you’ll find story after story about 

women.  Oh, lots of times the women aren’t named, but lots of time they are as well.  

Eve, Sarah, Ruth, Deborah, Bathsheeba, Esther, Mary, Mary Magdalene, Mary and 

Martha, Priscilla, Dorcas – well, the list goes on and on.  All of them, gifts from God 

who made a mark on their world.  Each of them, gifted in unique ways by their 

Creator. 

 Some of them were strong – Ruth, Deborah, Esther.  Some of them made poor 

decisions and had to live with the consequences – like Bathsheeba.  Some of them 

struggled and suffered through long periods of hard times – Sarah and Mary.  Some 

of them struggled to figure out who they should be and how they should act – 

Martha and Esther, for example.  Some of them were leaders – like Dorcas.  Some 

were strong mothers – like Eve, Sarah and Mary – while others were strong 

daughters – like Ruth.  Some wanted to do what was expected of them – like 

Martha, while others wanted to do what their heart called them to do – like her 

sister Mary. 

 You see, the Bible is filled with stories of real women – women just like the 

women of today, gifted to be who they are by God himself, still trying every day to 

be just that.   

Throughout his life and ministry, Jesus was always trying to help women 

become more who God created them to be.  Blessed with a mother (whose song of 

praise over his impending birth we heard in the Gospel lesson) – a mother who was 

devoted to him from the day he drew his first breath to the day he drew his last; 

Jesus perhaps learned from her how to treat other women.  Look at some of his 



encounters with women – how he didn’t judge the woman caught in adultery, but 

challenged her to change her ways and walk into a new life; how he didn’t turn 

away from the woman at the well, as he should have by local custom, but instead  

helped her see that she didn’t have to stay the way she was; how he helped dear 

sweet Martha understand that working herself to death in the kitchen, even when it 

was for him, was not what was most important for her life; and how he completely 

changed the path of Mary Magdalene’s life, by healing her and showing her that she 

was of infinite worth. 

 In these and so many other ways, Jesus valued women as precious gifts from 

God.  He helped them to see how important they were in the world, and I think 

that’s the message he would have every woman receive even this day.  That you are, 

indeed, a precious gift from God, and you have gifts to share that the world needs. 

 I have been blessed, throughout my life, with special women who have helped 

to make me who I am today.  Look at the screen and you’ll see one of them – my 

grandmother – Anna Elizabeth Bunnell.  She was my father’s mother, and she was 

something else.  Small in stature, but a real spitfire.  She had long, flowing silver 

hair that she pulled into a braid and wrapped on her head.  You didn’t mess with 

her!  (Believe me, I learned that the hard way sometimes!)  But she was also very 

loving and nurturing, and a strong woman of faith.  Even though she was a devout 

Catholic, I think she would have been proud of me in ministry. 

 Here’s another woman who’s helped mold me.  This is my other grandmother 

– Frances Davenport – the woman from whom I got my middle name.  Totally 

different from Grandma Bunnell – she was quieter – a caregiver and nurturer.  She 

told great stories, drew great sketches, and always loved welcoming us into her 

home in New York.  She too, was a devout Christian, Episcopalian all her life.   

 Here are a couple more women who have made me who I am – and you know 

them well!  My mother and sister.  I don’t have to tell you much about them – you 

know them and you know how special they are.  To this day, they are the most 

important women in my life.  I have learned, and continue to learn so much from 

both of them, and I am inspired by them. 

 Women – gifts from God – who touch our lives in wonderful ways.  Now, 

because I’m a woman and I thought it will be a little presumptuous of me to go on 

and on in praise of women, I have asked a man to come up and do that.  So, to speak 

for a few moments in praise of women, Eric Laramore. 

 As you know, before I left for renewal leave, I asked you to send me pictures 

of mothers and children, and just like you always do, you responded in abundance.  

As we give God thanks and praise for the gift of women today, enjoy these beautiful 

pictures, and as you do, give God thanks and praise for the women in your life!  

Then find some time, today or in the days ahead, to tell them just how much they 

mean to you! 



  


