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John 1:1-14 

 

 I’m going to start this sermon today the same way I began the first sermon in 

this “What’s the Difference?” series – with a quiz.  Remember, back when I started, 

I asked you a series of questions about the four gospels, to see how much you knew?  

Well today, I’m giving a quiz, but the tables will be turned – I’m the one you’re 

going to put to the test.  And here’s the quiz.  I want you to test me to see if I know 

the first line of each of the gospels.  So go ahead, pick up a Bible out of the pew rack 

and turn to the New Testament to the first page of the Gospel of Matthew.  I’ll give 

you a minute to find it. 

 Okay – so here’s the deal – the test is for me to see if I know the first line of 

each of the gospels.  We’ll start with Matthew.  I know, of course, that Matthew 

starts with the genealogy, so let me take a shot at the first line.  Is it something like  

“This is the beginning of the story of Jesus of Nazareth?” before it goes on to the 

genealogy? 

 Let’s move on to Mark.  Now I know for sure that there’s no genealogy in 

Mark, and that he starts with the baptism of Jesus.  So let’s see.  Is the first line 

something like, “John the Baptist was preaching baptism for the remission of sins . . 

.”? 

 Great, I’m on a roll.  Let’s try Luke.  That was just last week, so I have a 

better shot at that.  I remember that Luke is writing his own version of the Jesus 

story, because he believes the other versions have been incomplete, so let’s try this:  

“I’m writing to you, Theophilus . . . “ and that’s about as far as I can go. 

 All right – let’s get to the topic at hand – the Gospel of John.  Turn to that, 

and let’s see how I do with John.  Ready?  “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  Spot on, right? 

 You can put your Bibles away, as I explain to you why I did that little 

exercise.  I did that to show you the power of the Gospel of John, and why so many 

people claim John as their favorite Gospel.  The language of John is high and lofty 

and sacred.  He says things that are profound, that you want to remember, that you 

can memorize easily.  After all, what’s the single most memorized verse in all of 

scripture?  John 3:16 – say it with me – “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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 One commentator wrote this about John – “The gospel of John has been 

called by some ‘the greatest book in the world.’  It is as clear as a crystalline pool 

but so deep that its bottom will never be seen.  It is a book for children and scholars, 

neither of which will ever get their fill.  In one sense it is direct, simple, and easily 

understood by everyone, but in another it is so profound that it baffles even the 

greatest of scholars.”  (On-line, gospelofjohn.net) 

 The thing that makes John different from the other three gospels is his high 

Christology.  Let me explain that to you.  Christology is the study of the nature of 

Jesus.  Matthew, Mark and Luke had low Christologies – they emphasized Jesus as 

teacher and leader, and they took his beginnings back to his earthly beginnings – 

either his birth or his baptism. 

 John on the other hand has a high Christology – look again at the words with 

which he begins his gospel – “In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God” – he takes Jesus back to all eternity, his 

oneness with God.  So, while much of the other gospels speak of Jesus as teacher 

and leader, John focuses on Jesus’ divinity. 

 The Discipleship Study Bible notes that “the Gospel constantly reiterates 

Jesus’ origin from God, from heaven, from above, to underline the authority and 

nature of his revelation.  Jesus’ words and works are those of God who sent him.  To 

know Jesus (in John) is to know God.”  (Discipleship Study Bible, preface to The 

Gospel of John, p. 1831). 

 So John’s gospel is much, much different than the others.  It is all about 

Jesus’ divinity, and it has four major sections – the prologue (from which we read 

today’s Gospel lesson), a section that has become known as the Book of Signs (which 

includes the stories of Jesus’ miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, where he 

turned water into wine; his feeding of the five thousand, walking on water, and 

raising Lazarus from the dead, among others);  another section known as the Book 

of Jesus’ Glory or Exaltation (which walks through the end of Jesus’ ministry, the 

journey to the cross, death and resurrection), and then it ends with the Epilogue 

(where Jesus appears to the disciples and others after he rose from the dead). 

 But before I go much further, let me tell you a few factual details like I’ve 

done with the other three gospels.  The Gospel of John was written near the tail end 

of the first century.  Tradition was that the author was one of Jesus’ disciples – 

John of Zebedee, but scholars generally agree it was not him – but probably one of 

his disciples instead.   

 Throughout the gospel, John makes clear that there are people who are for 

Jesus, and people against Jesus.  He speaks often about the Roman empire, enemies 

of Jesus because they are threatened by his power.  The Roman emperor claimed to 

have sovereignty over the world, and now here comes Jesus, come from God, no less, 

threatening the emperor’s supposed grip on the world. 
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 John also uses the term “the world” to describe those that do not follow Jesus.  

It’s “us” the followers of Jesus, vs “them” – “the world.”  And it has been suggested 

that John wrote so strongly that way because he felt that the early church, the early 

followers of Jesus “were becoming too societally comfortable and accommodated, not 

taking their commitment to Jesus seriously enough.”  (Ibid)  He wanted them to 

know clearly – it’s the world or it’s Jesus. 

 If you read through the four gospels consecutively, you would notice some 

real differences between John and the three synoptic gospels that preceded his.  

There are no parables in John, like you find in the others.  He doesn’t tell about 

Jesus’ temptation or transfiguration, or of Jesus casting out demons.  The Sermon 

on the Mount and the Lord’s Prayer do not appear in John.  He doesn’t tell about 

the nativity of Jesus, and never mentions his mother Mary by name.   

 Another big difference is that he includes long discourses by Jesus, rather 

than short sayings.  Thus, in John, you will find his long conversations with 

Nicodemus who came to learn from him at night, the Samaritan woman who came 

to draw water from the well in the heat of the noonday sun, and his farewell 

discourse with the disciples.  And in those long conversations, those long discourses 

Jesus’ divinity comes shining through.  Each of them are opportunities for us to be 

reminded that Jesus is from God, the only begotten Son of God, the Word. 

 The other major difference between John and the other gospels is something 

that has a deep theological name – something called “realized eschatology.”  Let me 

explain.  Over and over and over again, in the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 

they speak of the Kingdom of God or the Kingdom of Heaven – that coming time 

when the Kingdom comes, and God sets things right, and all will be well. 

 John, instead, speaks of “eternal life” and for John, eternal life is present now 

in Christ Jesus.  Thus, the term “realized eschatology” – the kingdom has been 

realized in Jesus, eternal life is now.   

 And the beautiful way John tells that story is in what are called the “I Am” 

sayings of Jesus.  You’ve heard them many times before – there are seven of them.  

Jesus says, “I am the bread of life”; “I am the light of the world”; “I am the door for 

the sheep”; “I am the good shepherd”; “I am the resurrection and the life”; “I am the 

way, the truth and the life”; and “I am the true vine.”   

 While they are all beautiful in themselves, and give us incredible insight into 

Jesus’ power and love for us, there’s more to them than just what we see at first 

glance.  And to understand that, we have to go back to the beginning – to the 

Hebrew Scriptures, the Old Testament, to a man by the name of Moses. 

 You’ll remember Moses’ story – God called him to lead God’s people out of 

Egypt, in an encounter Moses had with God in a burning bush.  God told Moses 

what he wanted him to do, and Moses was full of self-doubt and questions, among 

them, this one.  “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘the God of your 
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ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say 

to them?”  (Ex. 3:13) 

 Do you remember God’s answer?  “I AM WHO I AM.  Thus you shall say to 

the Israelites, “I AM has sent me to you.” (Ex. 3:14) 

 I AM is God’s divine name.  As Adam Hamilton explains it so well, “I AM 

means I am existence itself, I am that out of which everything else arises.” 

 So now, turn back to the Gospel of John, and Jesus picks that up in the “I 

Am” sayings, which is the high Christology I talked about earlier.  In each of these 

sayings, Jesus claims oneness with God.  So when Jesus says “I am” we’re meant to 

hear God. 

 Jesus – the Word – God incarnate – God with us - is: 

 “the bread of life” 

  “the light of the world” 

   “door for the sheep” 

    “the good shepherd” 

     “the resurrection and the life” 

      “the way, the truth and the life” 

       “the true vine.” 

 In all those ways, and so many more, the writer of John shows us how much 

God loves us, and the lengths to which he went for us.  And John says, now each of 

us has to make a decision about our relationship with him.  He opens the door, we 

have to decide whether to go in.  Will we be a follower, a person of the Way (as his 

early followers were called) or will we choose to stay as a part of the world? 

 Over and over again, John encourages us to follow Jesus, to give our hearts to 

him.  Do you know that the word belief occurs 98 times in his gospel?  He tells these 

incredible stories throughout his gospel to help us realize how much God loves us, 

his power and presence in our lives, his protection and care, the real, authentic, rich 

life he offers us.  But in the end, they’re just stories unless we give ourselves over to 

Jesus and confess him as the Lord of our lives. 

 You know, I once heard a pastor tell about how, when his children were little, 

and he came home from work, they would come running into his arms as he came 

through the door.  He would hug each of them and then, without fail, they would 

ask him to play flying squirrels with them.  Flying squirrels was when they would 

walk up a few steps in the front hallway and then jump off the steps into his 

waiting arms.  They started only a couple of steps up, and then they’d get braver 

and go a few more steps up, and then a few more.  But every single time, they 

jumped without fear because they knew two things – 1)  that their Daddy loved 
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them more than life itself; and 2)  that they trusted him completely.  (Adam 

Hamilton) 

 My dear friends, do you know that Jesus loves you more than life itself?  Do 

you know that you can trust him completely with your life?  I hope you do.  I hope 

that this journey through the four gospels has reminded you of the fullness of 

Christ’s love and power, of the sacrifices he made, of his desire that you know life – 

rich, full, abundant, eternal life – right here, right now.   

 I hope that, like those little children, you’ve thrown yourself into his arms 

fully and completely, trusting in his love and care for you.  And if you haven’t, I 

pray that you will this very day. 

 Will you pray with me? 

 O Lord our God, you speak to us through these holy scriptures in wonderful 

ways.  Each of the Gospel writers has spoken to us in different ways, yet the 

message is the same – You sent your only begotten Son to save us and set us free to 

enjoy eternal life.  Whether high Christology or low Christology, whether parables 

or long discourses, whether some details are in some gospels and not in others, 

whether the authors are exactly who we thought they were or not, the bottom line is 

that you sent your Son to save us and set us free.  So Lord, in the quiet of this 

moment, touch each of our hearts in such a way that we will feel your presence with 

us.  And if there is someone here who has not given their life to you, let it be now.  

For a few moments of silence now, O God, hear the thoughts of our hearts. 

 In the name of the great I AM, the Word, and the Holy Spirit we pray.  Amen. 

  

  


