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 It’s June – ‘tis the season of great accomplishments!  Everywhere you look 

superlative individuals and achievements are being recognized.  Whether you’re in 

a high school stadium acknowledging valedictorians at graduation, or in front of a 

television set watching a champion be crowned on “The Voice” or “American Idol,” or 

biting your nails watching the NBA championship game come down to the last few 

seconds, or watching a hockey puck fly into a net and seeing the Penguins win the 

Stanley Cup – it is the season when we witness some amazing feats by some 

amazingly gifted people.  And if that’s not enough, well, the Summer Olympics are 

right around the corner. 

 It’s fun to watch all those over-achievers, isn’t it?  They’re mighty impressive, 

but you know what?  They can also be mighty intimidating.  It’s hard to live up to 

those kind of people with their amazing gifts. 

 The good news is that we don’t have to.  We are who we are, created by God 

to be who we are, just as we are. 

 It’s a good thing that Jesus wasn’t looking for those over-achievers when he 

was putting together his team of disciples, because from all outward appearances, 

they sure didn’t look like that.  They look like they were plain, ordinary people.  

Some actually describe the disciples in more earthy terms than that – saying they 

were simple, smelly fisherman with nothing special about them. 

 Well, they may have been plain, ordinary people but Jesus saw plenty special 

in them.  Perhaps it was the patience that fishermen bear – fishing for hours on 

end, sometimes with nary a bite, but that’s okay.  Or maybe it was their 

perseverance – fishing and fishing and fishing – never giving up hope even when 

the net comes up empty.  Perhaps it was the skills they displayed as they repaired 

their nets – maybe Jesus could see them helping to repair broken lives.  Or maybe 

he saw that the way they fed others with their fish was a sign of how they might 

help feed others with the bread of heaven. 

 We don’t know exactly what he saw in each of these men, but we do know he 

saw something special – so special that he called them to walk with him on his 

journey of ministry.  And lo and behold, as they did, they began to use some of those 

gifts in wonderful ways, and they did some amazing things for him and with him. 



His confidence in them seemed to rub off and they rose to the occasion.  He showed 

them that they were special and were needed – and they believed him and faithfully 

served by his side. 

 You know, sometimes I wonder if they ever looked back and marveled at 

what they had done.  For instance, I wonder if John sat back in his old age and 

thought about the amazing things he had done with and for Jesus, and how he was 

known as “the disciple Jesus loved,” one of Jesus’ inner circle, if you will; and then 

thought how easily none of it might have happened had Jesus not invited him to use 

the gifts he saw in him.   He might have stayed a simple fisherman all his life 

instead of helping to change the world with the Messiah.  He might have stayed 

right where he was as he was for the rest of his life had he said no to Jesus’ 

invitation.  He probably didn’t feel really special sitting in that fishing boat, but 

Jesus showed him otherwise – and oh, what John did for the kingdom when he 

stepped out of the boat and onto the journey with Jesus! 

 You know what, friends?  Too many of us stay in the boat.  Too many of us 

see ourselves as plain and ordinary and not particularly gifted or special.  We look 

around ourselves and see these “over-achievers” and compare ourselves to them, 

and come up short, in our opinion.  Of course, not many of us are as smart as class 

valedictorians, or as skilled as LeBron James or one of the Pittsburgh Penguins – 

sorry I don’t know any of their names.  But you know what?  We don’t have to be. 

 Because we are special just as we are, and we are needed just as we are.  In 

his wonderful book on the disciples entitled The Thirteen Apostles, Ellsworth Kalas 

says that, “God judges us, not on the basis of how much we accomplish, but on the 

basis of how much we do in light of what we are capable of doing.”  (Ellsworth 

Kalas, The Thirteen Apostles, p. 46)  You see, we don’t have to be superstar over-

achievers, we simply need to be all we can be with the gifts that God has given to 

us. 

 So let me ask something?  What is special about you?  (And don’t say 

“nothing.”)  Because you are special – you are one of a kind.  What are you doing 

with the special gifts God has given you?  How are you using those gifts in His 

service? 

 You know, I read a startling little story this week that goes like this:  “A man 

used to visit a tiny general store in the country.  The proprietor had a clerk named 

Jake, who seemed to be the laziest man in the world.  One day the man noticed that 

Jake was gone.  He asked the proprietor, ‘Where’s Jake?’  ‘Oh, he retired,’ was the 

answer.  ‘Retired?  Then what are you going to do to fill the vacancy?’  The owner 

replied, ‘Jake didn’t leave no vacancy.’”  And the one who told the story followed 

that up with – “What kind of vacancy would there be if you left?”  (On-line, Steven 

J. Cole, Flagstaff Christian Fellowship, “The Person God Uses,” 11/12/06) 

 So let me ask you – what kind of vacancy would there be if you left?  What 

are you doing that wouldn’t get done if you didn’t do it with your special gifts?  I 



hope you have an answer to that question.  I hope that you’re using the gifts God 

has given you in some way. 

 Again, please don’t say you don’t have any gifts.  Do you know that Rick 

Warren, in his tremendously popular book The Purpose Driven Church commented 

that “many national studies have proven that the average person possesses from 

five hundred to seven hundred skills!”  (Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Church, 

p. 373)  You have five hundred to seven hundred skills – don’t tell me you’re not 

special, and you don’t have anything you can do for God’s kingdom! 

 The thing is to realize that you do, and that you are needed – really needed.  

Think of all the little and big things that the disciples did to help Jesus and further 

God’s kingdom.  They used the things that made them special with and for him, and 

with and for others.  Jesus didn’t ask them to be anything other than who they were 

– that was enough.  And he doesn’t ask us to be anything other than who we are 

either – for it is enough – and he can use us just as we are. 

 So are you doing something for Jesus with your life?  If not, what’s keeping 

you from doing so?  Do you not know what to do?  Well, Rick Warren suggests that 

you try a lot of different things over a period of time, and your heart will tell you 

where you need to be.  You’ll feel it when the fit is right. 

 Or maybe you’re not doing something for Jesus because you’re afraid, you’re 

scared of getting out of your comfort zone and trying something new or different.  

You know, I daresay, the disciples were probably afraid.  I mean they had to have 

been pretty darned comfortable in their fishing routine.  It wasn’t terribly flashy.  It 

was pretty much the same thing, day in and day out. 

 To leave all that behind, and step into unknown territory had to have been 

frightening, yet all twelve of them took that leap of faith and walked into a life with 

Jesus.  Sometimes, that’s what we have to do – is take a leap of faith and walk into 

something, knowing that Jesus walks with us. 

 It’s not easy.  I’ve told you before that earlier in my life, I was terribly 

frightened of talking in public, and the first time I said yes to reading scripture in a 

worship service (after having said no for years and years), I thought I was going to 

pass out, but somehow I had the courage to say yes, and it changed my life.  I didn’t 

die, and something was stirred inside of me that started a path of change for my 

entire life.   

 My friends, if you’re not doing something with the special person you are and 

the special gifts you have, I want to invite you to change that.  God needs you to do 

something.  God wants you to do something.  Again – words of Rick Warren who 

says – “You were put on earth to make a contribution.  You weren’t created just to 

consume resources – to eat, breathe, and take up space.  God designed you to make 

a difference with your life.  While many best-selling books offer advice on how to 

‘get’ the most out of life, that’s not the reason God made you.  You were created to 



add to life on earth, not just take from it.”  (Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life, 

p. 227) 

 So how can you make a contribution?  Well, let’s start inside the church.  If 

your gift is your voice, you could read the Gospel lesson, or sing in the choir.  If 

you’re gifted with your hands, you could work on a mission team or help the 

Trustees fix things around here.  If you like children, you can help with Vacation 

Bible School, or Sunday School, or the nursery.  If you’re a techno-geek, Rich 

Juergens would love to talk to you about working in the booth up in the balcony.  Do 

you have the gift of hospitality – you could help with the coffee hour after worship, 

serve as a greeter, help with funeral luncheons?  You get the idea – none of those 

things I just listed require over-achievers or superstars – just people willing to use 

the gifts God has given them – like you perhaps. 

 And the list is even longer outside of the church.  Is your gift compassion?  

Visit a lonely neighbor, or take baked goods to someone who just moved in.  Do you 

have the gift of time right now in your life?  Do like some others in our church do 

and deliver Meals on Wheels or work at places like the Cancer Resource Center or 

the library.  If you’re gifted with your hands, maybe you can knit blankets for the 

hospital or scarves for the Mary Randall Center.  If you’re good with numbers, 

maybe you can help AARP assist people with their taxes.  Well, you get the idea – 

God has made you special with unique gifts, and he invites you to use those gifts in 

his kingdom. 

 Friends, never sell yourself short.  You have gifts, and if you don’t know what 

gifts you have, ask somebody who loves you.  They’ll be able to tell you the gifts they 

see in you – and it might surprise you!  When you figure out what they are, use 

them!  Just take the first step and use them. 

 You know, all of those over-achievers I talked about at the beginning of my 

sermon – valedictorians, singers, athletes – all of them started somewhere.  Those 

Pittsburgh Penguin hockey players all were little boys once, who for the very first 

time, put on a pair of ice skates, and stood up on wobbly ankles and moved across 

the ice.  And LeBron James, great as he is now, had that one day in his life when he 

was a little boy that he first picked up a basketball and tossed it up over his head, 

probably not coming anywhere near the net. 

 Every venture begins with a first step.  So my invitation for you today is, if 

you are not using the gifts that God has given you, the gifts that make you special, 

just take a first step.  Try something.  You never know where you’ll end up, and 

you’ll never know what you can do for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

 A final word from Rick Warren, who says:  “The smile of God should be the 

goal of your life.  God smiles when we use our abilities.  Like a proud parent, God 

especially enjoys watching you use the talents and abilities he has given you.”  (Ibid, 

p. 74) 



 Friends, you are special and you are needed!  Go forth from this place to use 

the gifts God has given you to touch the world with his love.  Go forth from this 

place and make God smile!  May it be so. 

       Amen. 


