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 A few weeks back, I told you about a recent Bible study experience of which I 

was a part, and in which the group was learning about the first kings of Israel.  I 

went on to tell you that it was a bit disillusioning to be reminded that many of those 

rulers of the people of God – though they started out well, and more importantly, 

faithful to their covenant with God – after not too much time in power, began the 

descent down the slippery slope of sin and self-absorption and self-preservation.  

And the last thing on their minds was faithfulness. 

 The Bible study group spent considerable time that night lamenting the fact 

that leadership, in some ways, has not changed much since those days.  Leaders get 

elected, they start out faithful, and somewhere along the way, too often, they 

descend the slippery slope of temptation.  As I said in that sermon a couple of weeks 

ago, it was not a happy night of Bible study.   

 After the sermon, a lot of you, when you were leaving the service, shared with 

me some of the same sentiments.  So many are discouraged with the state of 

leadership in our world, and particularly, for us, in our country. 

 Just out of curiosity, I googled “Congressional disapproval ratings” this week, 

and listen to what I found.  The website listed six different polls from six different 

groups from all across the political and ideological spectrum – so, for instance, one 

poll was from CNN, another Fox News, another, the New York Times.  I tell you all 

that to say that, looking at all 6 polls at one time, it’s look to be an honest report of 

the feelings of the country. 

 And here’s the feeling of the country (or at least those polled) – the job 

approval rating for members of Congress as shown by these polls of a few weeks 

ago, was 14%.  14%!!!  The disapproval rating was 78% - all the other responses 

made up the 21%. 

 A disapproval rating of 78% for the men and women we elected to lead our 

country.  Now, unless you’ve had your head in the sand, this is not news to you.  In 

fact, you may have had your share of conversations about it.  And, in fact, you may 



have found yourself, at times, joining the chorus of naysayers and may have even 

resorted to calling our leaders names or used other negative language about them. 

 Now, let me say that I’m not here today on behalf of the members of 

Congress, to defend them and how they’re doing their job.  What I want us to do 

today, as we give thanks to God for our nation, is to simply think about leadership 

and what relationship and responsibility we have as citizens but also, and 

importantly, as people of God. 

 It’s tough being a leader.  Jesus knew that.  He knew what it was like to have 

low approval ratings.  He couldn’t do a single thing where someone, somewhere 

wasn’t critical.  If He healed someone, there was a person ready to pounce because 

He did it on the wrong day.  When He talked about what was important in life, 

someone else would be threatened by that and lash out at Him.  Even His own 

disciples, at times, questioned his decisions, like when He determined to set His 

face towards Jerusalem, and they would have had Him go another way. 

 It’s tough being a leader.  It’s lonely at the top.  Though it’s not right, it’s easy 

to see how leaders go astray.  A person gets into leadership, and might lose friends 

out of jealousy, or be surrounded by people who want to be their friend to gain favor 

and advantage.  Persons in leadership sometimes find it hard to get constructive 

advice.  Leaders, especially extremely powerful leaders, like kings and queens and 

presidents, are surrounded by people that we call “yes men” or “yes women.”  

“Whatever you want . . .”  When you’ve got that kind of power, it’s easy to see how 

one could abuse it. 

 It’s tough being a leader, and it is lonely, sometimes very lonely at the top. 

 I read the saddest thing this week about Abraham Lincoln.  After he was 

assassinated, the items in his pockets were removed to be returned to his family.  

Here’s what he had with him on that fateful night: 

- A handkerchief embroidered ‘A Lincoln.’ 

- A country boy’s pen knife. 

- A spectacles case repaired with string. 

- A wallet containing a $5 bill – Confederate money. 

- Some old and worn newspaper clippings.  One of them reported a speech 

by John Bright, where he said that “Abraham Lincoln is one of the 

greatest men of all times.” 

What you need to know is that, at the time of Bright’s speech, Lincoln was 

really struggling.  He was coming under heavy criticism from all directions, and 

suffering the lonely agony of leadership.  Apparently, every once in a while he 

needed the reminder that that clipping gave him, that he was not alone, and he 

wasn’t the terrible persons the critics would lead people to believe. 

    (On-line, Sermonillustrations.com, “Loneliness) 

 



It’s lonely at the top – so today, acknowledging that, while acknowledging the 

importance of leadership for our country, I want to invite us to do something 

different – to be different from the rest of the society. With gratefulness to God for 

the blessing of living in this great nation, I want to invite us, as people of God, to be 

hope filled instead of hand-wringing; to be helpful to our leaders rather than 

hurtful, finding constructive and beneficial ways to support them and our country; 

and finally, to pray. 

 

First, being hope-filled.  I know I said this a few weeks ago, but we can’t hear 

it enough.  We are children of a God through whom all things are possible, a God 

who brings light out of darkness, hope out of despair, life out of death.  If God could 

raise Jesus Christ from death, what can He not yet do?  It doesn’t mean that we just 

say, “Okay God, take care of the mess in Washington,” rather it means that we don’t 

let the negativity and doomsaying become our mantra, or worse yet, our belief.  We 

believe, as people of God, that God can make a way, even when we can’t see it, that 

God can even make a way in the halls of Congress.  

 

So may we be faithful citizens of hope, even in times of struggle. 

 

Secondly, may we be faithful citizens who help, both our leaders and our 

country.  The ways we can do this are endless, but first let me start with some ideas 

on how to help our leaders.  For one, we can offer them constructive criticism.  Make 

phone calls, write letters with sane, rational reasoning.  (They already get way too 

many raging diatribes of hate and anger.)  Hold them to account, but do it with 

respect.  Refrain from personally attacking them.  Refrain from passing on gossip, 

rumors or innuendo.    

 

Offer to help - actually that goes both for our leaders and our country.  A 

country is only as strong as the people who choose to step up and do their part. 

You know, it’s often been said, that if you don’t use your right to vote, you lose your 

right to complain.  To be a citizen means to be involved.  Voting, serving as a 

volunteer in the community, serving in a political office, attending government 

meetings and events.  (Just as an aside, a few weeks ago on Memorial Day, the 

streets of Elkton were largely empty for the parade to remember those who gave 

their very lives for us.)  We can be and do better.  Scriptures tell us over and over 

that God has gifted every one of us with unique gifts.  Today, the question is:  how 

are you using your gifts from God as a citizen of this country, and is there 

something more you could be doing? 

 

 Finally, and perhaps most importantly, we can pray for our country and for 

its leaders, and we can encourage them.  Remember again the words of the Apostle 

Paul from the Epistle lesson – how he admonishes us to pray for those in authority. 

 



 Even more, remember how disappointed Jesus was when He asked His 

disciples to support Him as He prayed, and they fell asleep instead?  Not once, but 

twice!  Jesus knew how prayer can carry you, and how the prayerful support of 

others means the world. 

 

 When’s the last time you told a leader you were praying for him or her?  They 

hear a lot of’s “You should do this or you should do that; or you should have done 

this or should have done that; or why didn’t you; or how could you; or how dare you . 

. .”  Well, you get the picture.  They are constantly under attack.  What would it 

mean to receive a letter instead that said, “I hold you in my prayers.  You are not 

alone.”  I think it would mean the world.  I know it would. 

 

 So I have a challenge for you as we prepare to celebrate our nation’s birthday 

this Thursday.  I invite you to pray by name this week for a leader – any leader.  It 

could be someone with whom you work, it could be someone who leads in our 

neighborhood or community, it could be our local officials in Elkton, in Cecil County 

or the State of Maryland, it could be our leaders in Washington.  

 

You pick.  Maybe you’ll pick a leader you support – but a bigger challenge 

would be to pray for a leader who gets on your last nerve.   

 

Then, why don’t you drop them a note, and let them know you’re praying for 

them.  It might be just the thing they need that day to keep their spirits up, and 

their path straight.  It might end up being something they carry with them, just like 

that note Abraham Lincoln always carried with him. 

 

Today, we rise up and give God thanks for this great nation of our’s, and we 

give thanks for our leaders – in all walks of this country’s life.  May we, the people 

of God, celebrate another birthday of our country by being hope-filled, helpful and 

encouraging, and praying every day.  May it be so. 

 

       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


