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Exodus 20:1-17 Mark 10:35-45 

 

 

 I begin today’s sermon by telling you about something ironic.  I came up 

with the idea of this sermon series looking at issues of faith through classic 

television shows last summer sometime, when I was planning the whole year of 

worship.  And now, this week, when the series kicks off, this week, one of the great 

icons of classic television died - Andy Griffith.  That’s irony for you. 

 

 Andy Griffith - if you are anywhere near my age, or older, you know all about 

Andy Griffith.  And even if you’re younger than me, you may know about him as 

well, because of reruns on Nickelodeon and TV Land.  Andy Griffith, Sheriff 

Taylor, one of the greatest dads television has ever seen.  Was there ever an 

episode of that show that didn’t have a good moral lesson in it?  I don’t think so. 

 

 Well, back when I was pondering this sermon series, I thought a lot about 

that show and others of that era.  They were good, wholesome shows, and not 

infrequently, they made you think about your life and how you were living it.  So I 

thought it would be a good way for us to look at some faith issues together this 

summer. 

 

 You will not be surprised to hear that I am starting this series with, what I 

believe is one of, if not the best television show of all times - I Love Lucy!  I think 

most of you know by now that I’m a Lucy addict.  I’ve seen all of the shows more 

times than I can count, and I have many of them on DVD.  It makes me laugh, and 

there has been many a time, when life got hard or too serious, that an “I Love Lucy” 

episode would perk me up. 

 

 So today, it’s “I Love Lucy,” and it’s one of the classic episodes - one called 

“Job Switching.”  Through it, we will consider the whole idea of us comparing 

ourselves with others and of us competing with each other.   

 

 So let’s begin with a clip from the show.  (:30 - 3:43 of “Job Switching”) 

 

 Oh, how typical that was of what we do all the time - compare ourselves with 
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others.  Who works harder?  Who is most important?  Who deserves a raise?  

Who is most popular?  It’s, unfortunately, one of the things with which most 

human beings struggle.  We compare ourselves and our life situations with others. 

 

 I read this week about a man named Morris who was in a big city one day, 

and walked out of a building over to the street, and lifted his arm to hail a cab, just 

at the perfect time, because a cab came right up, pulled over and he hopped in.  

The cabbie greeted him with those words, “Perfect timing, fella.  You’re just like 

Dave.” 

 

 “Who?” Morris replied.   

 

 “Dave,” the cabbie said.  “Dave Aronson.  There’s a guy who did everything 

right.  Like my coming alone when you needed a cab.  It would have happened like 

that to Dave.” 

 

 Morris said, “Well, sure, that’s good, but surely it wasn’t always like that for 

him.  There are always a few clouds over everybody at one time or another.” 

 

 “Nope,” said the cabbie.  “Not for Dave.  He was a terrific athlete, he could 

have gone on the pro tour in tennis.  He could golf with the pros, he sang like an 

opera baritone and danced like a Broadway star.” 

 

 “He was something, huh?” Morris said. 

 

 “Oh yeah,” the cabbie replied.  “He had a mind like a steel trap.  Could 

remember everybody’s birthday.  He knew all about wine, which fork to eat with, 

he could fix anything, do anything.  Not like me.  I change a fuse, and I black out 

the whole neighborhood.” 

 

 “No wonder you remember him,” Morris said. 

 

 “Well, I actually never met him,” the cabbie replied. 

 

 “Then how do you know so much about him?” Morris asked. 

 

 “Because I married his widow.” 

  (On-line, “Comparing Ourselves with Others,” Richard DeRuiter) 

 

 Oh, we are forever comparing ourselves with others, even if we don’t want to 

admit it.  We look at what others look like, and think about their hair color or style 

or whether they have more or better hair than us.  We look at others’ homes, and 

wonder if they make more money than us.  We look at the cars they drive, the jobs 

they have, the children in their family - and compare ourselves with them. 
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 It’s just part of human nature.  We compare ourselves with others.  It’s been 

going on since time began.  From the very beginning of scripture, we hear stories of 

it.  In the fourth chapter of the first book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis, Cain 

and Abel appear and it’s a classic story of comparing oneself with someone else.  

And the stories just go on throughout the Bible - even to the Gospel lesson we heard 

today - two disciples jockeying for position, for the best position next to Jesus.   

 

 Apparently God knew that it is something with which we humans would 

struggle, when He included in the 10 Commandments handed down to Moses the  

commandment which says, “you shall not covet.”  You shall not want what your 

neighbor has. 

 

 But still we do.  Still we compare ourselves with others, still we want to be 

better than the guy next to us.  Or, sometimes even, we want to prove that our 

tough times are worse than someone else’s. 

 

 I’ll never forget a friend of mine telling me that at his mother’s funeral, 

actually at the viewing before the funeral, a woman came up to him, conceivably to 

offer her sympathy at his mother’s passing.  But instead of telling him how sorry 

she was that his mother had died, she actually said to him, “You won’t believe the 

kind of week I’ve had!” and she started to tell him about everything that had gone 

wrong in her week! 

 

 Sometimes we compete with each other for attention, and compare our 

suffering with someone else’s.  It’s the same thing, the same concept. 

 

 So Ricky and Lucy each think they work harder than the other one.  “I go 

out to make the money and you sit around eating bon-bons and watching soap 

operas.” 

 

 That’s no different than anyone of us saying things like: 

 

 “I work like a dog.  How come that person got the promotion?” 

 

 Or - “My yard looks better than my neighbor’s yard.” 

 

 Or - “I’m carrying a name-brand purse, and she’s carrying a knock-off.” 

 

 Or - “How come that person always gets to speak in front of the church?” 

 

 Or - “That person lives a charmed life, and nothing ever goes right for me.” 

 

 The list could go on and on.  Too often, much too often, we compare ourselves 

and our life situations with those around us, and it takes so much of our energy, 
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and affects our lives in ways we can’t begin to understand.  It affects the decisions 

we make, the actions we take, the attitude with which we face life. 

 

 Underneath it all, underneath our tendency to compare ourselves with 

others, is insecurity.  We feel the need to prove that we’re worth something, that 

we’re important.  And we do it in harmful ways, in the ways of the world, which 

decides worthiness in unhealthy ways - by how much we make, and how we look, 

and where we live, and the degrees on our walls, and the successes we can muster. 

 

 Jesus calls us to do otherwise.  That’s why it broke His heart when the 

disciples pleaded with Him for the good seats at the table.  They didn’t get that, 

with Jesus, no seat at the table with Him is better or worse than any other - just 

sitting with Him is what matters.   

 

 And that’s why that commandment is so important.  We are called to be 

content with who we are, and what God gives us - not what other people are, and 

what God has given them.   

 

 God wants us to be just who He created us to be.  We don’t have to be better 

than anyone else, and we don’t have to be the best over anyone else.  He just wants 

us to be the best us we can be - the persons He created us to be. 

 

 When we try to do otherwise, we get into trouble.  When we try to compete 

with others, it takes so much of our energy, and it’s not productive.  When we 

compare ourselves with others, it keeps us from realizing that we are just who God 

created us to be.  We are good enough, just as we are. 

 

 Let me show you what happened when Lucy and Ethel followed through with 

their challenge to prove to Ricky and Fred that their work was harder than their 

husbands. 

 

 Clip - 19:40-22:45 (Candy factory) 

 

 Now, that’s a riot, but when we compete with others, it’s sometimes not so 

funny.  If we take it too seriously, if we try to best everyone else, and have the best 

of everything, and be the most important, and look the best, and make the most, it 

can be tragic.  Stephen Covey, the great motivational writer, often speaks of 

leaning one’s ladder against the wrong wall.  He says, sometimes we work like dogs 

to climb the ladder of success, to prove ourselves better than anyone else, to make 

more and more money, and achieve more and more, and all of a sudden, one day, we 

find out that we’ve leaned our ladder against the wrong wall, and instead of being 

at the top, we find ourselves empty, with lives bereft of meaning and happiness.   

 

 Jesus knew about climbing the wrong ladder.  He knew that when He talked 
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to those disciples.  He wanted them to understand that they simply needed to be 

fully who they were, they didn’t need to climb over anyone else to be important, 

they simply needed to be fully who God created them to be. 

 

 And so do we, friends.  We don’t need to compare ourselves with anyone else, 

you simply need to be the best you, you can be.  Life is hard enough, without 

spending time and effort comparing ourselves with others.  Be what and who God 

created you to be, and celebrate those around you and encourage them to do the 

same. 

 

 How do you do that?  Keep your eyes upon Jesus.  Stay focused on Him.  

Let Him guide you through your days, and when you feel compelled to compare 

yourself with someone else, ask Him to set you on the right path.  Don’t buy into 

the world’s sense of importance.   

  

 Remember, that you are a beloved, precious child of God - made to be just 

who you are by God Himself.   

 

 Trust that and live like that.  May it be so. 

 

       Amen. 


