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“I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS ME: 

II – FIGHT!” 
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Luke 8:40-48 

 

 

 There’s a very well-known saying that goes something like this – “If you have 

your health, you have everything.”  How true is that?  Unfortunately, the reality of 

its truth usually doesn’t come home to roost until something goes wrong, and you 

get sick.  Then you really know how true it is, and how much you took your good 

health for granted. 

  

 For the most part, thanks be to God, most people are blessed with relatively 

good health when they are young.  As time marches on, however, on occasion we get 

sick; and then as time marches further on, we tend to deal with more and more 

health issues. 

 

 Here’s how I know that’s true.  It used to be that when I gathered together 

with a group of friends, we would talk about our work or our families or our travels, 

or whatever.  The last time I had lunch with some of my clergy friends, we talked 

about what medications we are on, and the aches and pains we have! 

 

 The reality is that part of being human is that there are times when we get 

sick.  Most of the time, those sicknesses are temporary – colds that are irritating, 

conditions that can be treated or healed, that kind of thing.  And again, thanks be to 

God, for his mercies that allow us to bounce back from sickness. 

 

 But then there are times, when sickness takes on a whole new level.  It comes 

along and takes the legs out from under you.  It totally disrupts life, changes 

everything, threatens life as you know it.  The control you thought you had over 

things is gone – and life is not the same.  Many of you here in this room know what 

I’m talking about. 

 

 Certainly the main character in this morning’s Gospel lesson knew.  The 

scripture tells us that she had been hemorrhaging for twelve years – twelve years!  

Imagine how that changed her life!  Imagine how weak she must have been!  

Imagine how small her world had become, how limited she was in what she could do 

and where she could go!  Imagine how many times she must have wanted to give 

up, because her life was so diminished. 
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 We’re told she had tried everything – every doctor, every possible cure, 

everything – and nothing or no one worked.  Still she suffered, day in and day out 

for years on end. 

 

 She had no hope, until the day Jesus came to town.  No doubt, she had heard 

about him.  No doubt, she had heard of his miraculous healings.  So she had to get 

to him, that was her last hope.  The trouble was that he was in a mob scene, people 

everywhere, crowds clamoring to see him, to hear him, to watch him, to be touched 

by him.  Imagine how difficult it was for her in her weakened condition to fight that, 

to elbow her way through the people to even get close to him. 

 

 But fight she did, and she got close enough to Jesus, right up behind him, to 

touch the fringe of his gown – and just as she did, in that moment when she touched 

him, the hemorrhaging ceased and she was healed – in that very moment!   And 

Jesus, once he realized who it was that had touched him, commended her – “My 

daughter, your faith has made you well.  You fought, you came, you believed, your 

faith has made you well.  Go in peace.” 

 

 While we don’t know her name, one thing we know about this dear woman is 

that she fought – when ill health came her way, she fought.  For years, she fought.  

She sought the help of medical professionals, she tried everything, and then she 

sought the touch of the Great Physician himself!  She fought. 

 

 Like I said earlier, many of you here in this room have had or are having 

your own battles with health issues.  Some of them are short-term, others are 

fighting long battles.  You know how much those health issues have changed your 

life, and how wearying that can be.  Everyone’s story is different, and today we’re 

going to hear just one story of one of the members of our church. 

 

 Won’t you turn to the screen now and hear the story of Judy Tanner’s fight 

with cancer? 

 

 (Video clip of Judy Tanner) 

 

 In a moment, in the blink of an eye, Judy went from being a grandmother 

eagerly focused on the impending birth of another grandchild, to a woman fighting 

for her life.  In the blink of an eye. 

 

 And you heard, in her testimony, almost that moment when she decided to 

fight with all she had – that moment when she said “yes” to a year of treatment.  

And as Judy said, it was the worst year of her life – a battle like she had never 

fought before.  But she never gave up – and one of the reasons (among many) was 

that she was, if you will, hanging on to the fringe of Jesus’ robe – every step of the 

way. 
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 She leaned on him for strength.  She trusted in him for healing.  She thanked 

him for the gifts he gave her – most especially the gift of her husband Joe, her 

children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and her siblings – who were always by 

her side.  Also arming her for battle were her friends, like Laurie Fitzgerald, and all 

of us, her church friends and family.  It was like all of these people were parts of her 

battle armor! 

 

 Judy fought the good fight and won!  And now, she is doing for others what 

was done for her – she is standing with others who are fighting cancer through her 

work at the Cancer Resource Center and Relay for Life, among other ways.  She is 

literally a message from Jesus to those who are fighting that he is with them, they 

are never alone! 

 

 As I said, Judy’s is just one story of many in this congregation alone of those 

in the fight against sickness and disease.  And so many of you have others in your 

life that you’re aware of who are fighting as well. 

 

 So this morning, I want us to take this opportunity to pray for them – for all 

who are fighting health issues.  I want us to, for them, reach out for the fringe of 

Jesus’ robe and ask for healing for them.  To pray that God will strengthen them for 

the fight, that he will surround them with family and friends to fight with them, 

that he will heal them according to his will.  To pray that they will see healing in 

other ways even if their physical health is not made well. 

 

 So during this hymn, I invite you to come to the chancel rail and pray for 

those in need of healing.  It will be your way of joining in the fight with them.  And 

then, I would encourage you, after you leave this place, to let them know somehow 

that you did pray for their healing here this morning.  Let them know you’re 

fighting with them, and you carried them to Jesus today. 

 

 When you come forward, you’ll see a basket in which are small pieces of 

fabric.  Please take a piece as a symbol of Jesus’ gown.  You can keep that and 

whenever you see it and touch it, remember and pray for whoever it is that is 

fighting the battle.  And, if you’d like, take another one as well, to give to that 

person, as a symbol to them that they’re not in the fight alone – you’re praying for 

them and standing with them.   

 

 Come my friends, prayer warriors, soldiers of Christ, come and pray for those 

in the fight – those in need of healing.  Come and reach out to Jesus.  May it be so. 

 

       Amen. 

 

  


