
1 
 

“WIRELESS: I – TWITTER” 

Karen F. Bunnell 

Elkton United Methodist Church 

September 1, 2013 

 

Genesis 1:1-5                                                                                        Mark 14:22-25 

 

 Back in the late 70’s, after I’d graduated from college and couldn’t find a job 

in the history field, I worked as a secretary in various places.  The last place I 

worked as a secretary was at the University of Delaware.  At the time, I had one of 

those great big IBM selectric typewriters.  They were huge – and what was the best 

thing about them, they had correcting ribbon – so if you made a mistake, you just 

hit the backspace button and voila! – your mistake was erased – actually typed over 

in white. 

 I was a demon on that typewriter.  I took a typing test when I applied for that 

job, and I typed nearly 100 words a minute!  So when a certain something called a 

computer showed up on the scene, I didn’t give it a second thought – no way would I 

ever be using that – didn’t need to – I had my good old selectric!  Besides computers 

were big and bulky, and you had to learn programs, and use floppy disks and hard 

drives – who needed it?  Seriously, I really didn’t think I was going to have to go to 

the computer – the typewriter was just fine. 

 Little did I know, that some thirty-five years later, I would not only be using 

a computer regularly, but I would be carrying one in the palm of my hand – in the 

form of a smartphone!  Unbelievable! 

 Technology is incredible, and the speed with which it changes is astonishing!  

It can be, no it is, intimidating, and there are lots of times, I think, that lots of 

people say no thanks!  I’ll just stick to my old way of doing things. 

 I thought that way about texting for a while.  You know what that is, right?  

It’s typing a message to someone else over your cell phone.  Well, when texting first 

started out, I learned about it through our youth.  Once again, I was thinking 

what’s the big deal.  I’ll just call somebody, why do I need to type something out to 

them over the phone?  So I wasn’t really in favor of it, and then one day, I was 

having lunch with one of our youth and she spent the whole time texting to her 

friends, even while she was talking to me.  It was so distracting for me, that I took 

the phone away from her for the rest of the lunch. 
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 But afterwards I realized, that just as my friends and I had called each other 

all the time on the phone, so now, in this generation, that’s how these young people 

communicate – by texting each other.  Same thing just done in a different way! 

 And yes, now I do my fair share of texting.  It’s a quick and efficient way to 

get a message to someone else. 

 But lest you think I’ve now just embraced all new forms of technology, let me 

tell you my latest conundrum – it’s called “Twitter.”  Have you heard of Twitter?  I 

had never heard of it, until one day I sat next to another pastor in this town at a 

conference and he told me about this new invention called “Twitter,” where you text 

your message – it’s actually called “tweeting” – and that message can only contain 

140 characters – so it’s got to be short, sweet and to the point. 

 So, to explain it more fully – if I were sitting in this worship service and 

sending a text message to a friend, it might say something like this:  “Hi friend.  I 

just got to church after trying to get everything done at home.  Put in a load of 

laundry, did the breakfast dishes, let the dog out for a minute, and looked at the 

Sunday paper for coupons.  I’m sitting here next to my friends at church.  Great 

music this morning.  The sanctuary looks beautiful, and now, as soon as the pastor 

finishes preaching, the service will be almost over.  When I get out of church, I’ll call 

you and maybe we can meet for lunch at the Olive Garden.  Talk to you soon.” 

 Okay – that’s text messaging.  Here’s “Twitter.”  “Crazy morning, but now at 

church.  Sanctuary renovation spectacular. Hope sermon ends soon.  Will call for 

lunch as soon as service ends.” 

 You get it?  Short, sweet and to the point.  Now, I don’t know how you feel 

about it – like me, you may not have jumped on board with it yet – but wait until 

you hear this!  As of 2012, there were 500 million users of Twitter!  500 million!  

Twitter is especially busy during “events” like sporting events.  Actually, the biggest 

single “tweeting” event was this year’s Super Bowl, and there was one day when 

Twitter actually crashed from overuse – it was the day Michael Jackson died. 

 So, whether or not you have used Twitter or even intend to use it, there is one 

good thing about it – it gets to the heart of the matter quickly.  When you “tweet,” 

you can’t mince words – you say what you need to say as quickly and succinctly as 

you can. 

 So, this morning, I’d like us to consider that same theory in terms of our 

faith. I’d like us to get to the heart of the matter, to say what it is that makes us 

who we are – to be short, sweet, and to the point.  And I think we can do that by 

looking at our church’s mission statement – that we are a place to know Jesus, be 

known by Jesus, and make Him known to others. 

 It’s all about Jesus.  That’s our “tweet,” if you will.  It’s all about Jesus.  Oh, 

we do a lot of things around here.  We have a ton of ministries, lots of activities, an 
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abundance of mission projects, a multitude of social opportunities.  We have a lot 

going on – but first and foremost, it’s all about Jesus. 

 We are here because of Jesus – God’s gift to the world, to us.  We are here 

because it is through Him that we have life – good, abundant, eternal life.   

We are here because we know in Him we are never alone – that no matter 

what life brings, He is with us.   

We are here because we know in Him we are forgiven – that no matter how 

we have sinned, if we confess, He offers forgiveness and a chance to start again.   

We are here because we know in Him we have a friend – who walks with us  

when we’re lonely, who carries us when we’re weak, who challenges us to rise to  

new opportunities, and soothes us when we fail to be all we can be.   

We are here because of Jesus. 

And this morning, we will remember again how much He loved us – so much 

that He died on the cross for our sin.  We will remember that death could not hold 

Him, and death cannot hold us.  We will remember, as we take the bread and drink 

from the cup the saints who have gone on before us, those we have loved who are 

now gone, how they sit at a heavenly banquet that will be our’s one day as well. 

It’s all about Jesus.  That’s why we’re here today.  That’s what it’s about 

every day.  Jesus – our brother; Jesus – our Savior; Jesus – our friend.  That’s it in a 

nutshell – short, sweet, to the point.  The heart of the matter for us is Jesus. 

I read something recently about a man who had been known around town as 

a reprobate and a man with a serious drinking problem.  But then he met Jesus and 

he accepted His saving love.  His life turned completely around, and people began to 

notice.  But because of his past ways, many were skeptical of the change.  Some 

even challenged him to his face, saying, “Surely, you don’t buy all that stuff in the 

Bible do you – that stuff like the miracles, you know – like where it says Jesus 

turned water into wine?”  And do you know what the man said back to them?  

“Whether he turned water into wine or not, I don’t know.  I wasn’t there.  But I do 

know this:  in my own house, I have seen Him turn beer into furniture, whiskey into 

food, and tears into laughter!”  (James W. Moore, If God Has a Refrigerator, Your 

Picture is on It, p. 104) 

 For that dear, changed man – that was the heart of the matter – short, sweet 

and to the point, it was about Jesus and His saving, life-changing love. 
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 As we prepare now to turn to our service of holy communion, I want to finish 

by telling you something amazing I discovered as I prepared this sermon.  Do you 

remember that I told you earlier that when you “tweet” something on Twitter, you 

are limited to using just 140 characters – and that includes the spaces between 

words? 

 Well, listen to this.  I picked out the one verse in all of scripture that I think 

is the heart of the matter for us as Christians, and I’m sure you’ll agree.  It’s John 

3:16.  And it goes like this: 

 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

 whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

Guess what?  It’s 139 characters!  Just perfect for a “tweet”! 

 Well, I don’t know how you best communicate – whether you call on a phone, 

send a text message, or are a fan of Twitter!  All I do know, is we have a wonderful 

message to share with a hurting world – the good news of a Savior who loves us, 

holds us, walks with us, saves us, and sets us free.   

Share that, my friends, however you can.  Somebody in your life needs to 

hear it today.  

 May it be so. 

       Amen.   

 

  

 


