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Acts 9:1-22         Luke 8:42b-47 

 

 Have you been to the movies lately?  I’m sorry to say that I have not, but 

when I do go, I tend to go to see happy movies.  I want to be lifted up.  I don’t want 

to be scared, or propelled into some other dimension.  But maybe you do!  There’s all 

sorts of reasons why people see the movies they see, but I think it’s safe to say that 

all of us go to the movies to get away for a while, to take a break from our normal 

routine, to escape from real life and see something lived out on a huge screen in 

front of us! 

 And who could blame us for wanting to escape for a while, to escape reality – 

reality being what it is these days.  Who could blame us for slipping into a movie 

theatre and forgetting for a while about things like ISIS, Ebola, and enterovirus – 

that respiratory virus that’s hitting so many kids right now? 

 So we go to the movies to escape, and to live for a while in a fantasy world. 

And then we come out soon enough to reality, which is often nothing like what we’ve 

seen on the screen. 

 Except for today!  Except for that scene we just saw from Disney’s “Aladdin.”  

Those two wonderful characters with their beautiful voices soaring and singing 

about “a whole new world.”  You might think that you would come out of the theatre 

thinking “I wish that was true,” and you’d be wrong, actually.  Because the reality is 

that “a whole new world” is true, and it’s even more wonderful than Walt Disney 

could portray, because it’s what life lived with Jesus Christ is all about – it is indeed 

“a whole new world”! 

 Jesus said, “Behold, I make all things new!” and indeed He does.  He brings 

healing out of sickness, joy out of sadness, purpose out of aimlessness, forgiveness 

out of sin confessed.  He brings opportunity and challenge, He brings deep joy – a 

joy that nothing can take away.  Behold, Jesus makes all things new.  With Jesus in 

our lives, it is indeed “a whole new world.” 

 Among the first people to discover that were a group of men – ordinary, 

working people just like you and me.  Some of them worked on the lake catching 

fish, other mended nets, others worked with numbers – all of them were already 

doing something productive with their lives when this man named Jesus came 

walking along.  There’s no reason for us to speculate that any of them were 

unhappy with their current situations, that any of them were hankering for a career 

change. 
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 But here’s comes this Jesus, and He invites them to try something new – to 

put down their nets, to stop trying to catch fish, and to join Him in catching people 

instead.  And, amazingly, they did.  They walked away from their livelihoods and 

followed Him, and what they discovered was a whole new world! 

 It was an exciting world, a challenging world, sometimes a scary world, often 

an inspiring world.  They got to see Jesus do amazing things, and even were part of 

that themselves.  They saw Him change lives.  They saw absolutely impossible 

things happen! 

 Oh, just think, if they had never said yes to Him . . . what if they had politely 

said, “No thanks, I’ll stick with mending nets, it’s safe, I make what I need to take 

care of my family, no thanks, Jesus.”  Think of what they would have missed!  

Think of the people they would not have become!  Think of how small their world 

would have been! 

 But, thanks be to God, they stepped out in faith, and said yes to Jesus!  And 

thanks be to God, that in the thousands of years since, millions and millions of 

others have said “Yes” too!  Why, I could go around the room here and we’d hear a 

hundred stories of ways life changed for all of you when you said “Yes” to Jesus!  

Aren’t there some of you here right now that have done things because of Jesus and 

for Jesus that you never thought you could ever do? 

 I think back to the first time I ever read scripture in church.  It was years 

and years ago, but still, I was in my mid-20’s by then, and I was terribly afraid of 

speaking in public.  For years, I had been asked to read scripture in worship and I 

always said “No.”  Then, one day, for some reason, I guess I finally yielded my own 

spirit to God’s Spirit, and I said “Yes.”  I literally thought I was going to pass out 

from fear, but I didn’t.  I stood up at the lectern at Asbury United Methodist Church 

in New Castle, Delaware and read the lesson – and lo and behold, I didn’t die on the 

spot – and something in that very moment was sparked – I’m not sure how to 

describe it.  All I can tell you is that within not too many years I was enrolled as a 

student in Wesley Theological Seminary on the way to becoming an ordained 

minister.  A whole new world! 

 It’s a world I’ve seen some of you experiencing yourselves – for some of you it 

is coming up here and reading the Gospel lesson; for others, it’s when you conquered 

your fears and served at the Rotating Homeless Shelter; or went on a mission trip to 

Kentucky.  For others, it’s when you amazed even yourself when you witnessed to 

someone in your family or a friend about Jesus Christ and what He means to you, 

and what He could mean to them. 

 Oh, the list could go on and on, witnessing to the whole new world Christ 

brings about when you said “Yes” to Him in your heart.   

 But that’s not the only way “a whole new world” can be experienced in Christ.  

Sometimes it comes about through healing – as was the case with the woman in this 

morning’s Gospel lesson.  That poor, dear woman had been hemorrhaging for years 
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and years, with no relief.  No one had been able to help her.  Imagine what that did 

to her quality of life.  Imagine her fatigue, her embarrassment, her loneliness, her 

frustration. 

 And then, in a moment, in the blink of an eye, she touched Jesus, and He 

touched her, and she was healed – totally and completely healed – and a whole new 

world opened up for her.  She not only went forth into a whole new world where she 

was stronger physically, but she went forth stronger emotionally and spiritually as 

well.  And I have no doubt, that whenever and wherever she could, she told people 

about Jesus, the healer. 

 It’s a whole new world when Jesus heals, my friends.  And that healing can 

come about in a thousand different ways.  It could be physical healing like that 

woman experienced, or it could be healing of a sort that is not what we prayed for, 

but what was needed.  However it comes, healing from Jesus leads to a whole new 

world. 

 This week, as we remembered once again the toll that terrorism has taken on 

our world, in the events of September 11, 2001, and in the events that go on now 

with ISIS and so many others, I read an amazing story about another victim of 

terrorism, a man critically wounded at the bombing at the Boston Marathon in 

2013. 

 His name was James Costello, and as I said, he was critically injured in the 

marathon bombing.  He was immediately rushed to the hospital and eventually 

ended up in the Spaulding Rehabilitation Center where he slowly but surely made 

his way back to health.  Among the people caring for him there, was a nurse by the 

name of Krista D’Agostino.  She, like all the others, lovingly and tenderly cared for 

him and all of the other victims of the bombing.  

 But with him, there was something more, and over the time they spent 

together, Krista and James fell in love.  You know what?  Not too long ago, they 

were married, and it was a spectacular wedding.  He was able to walk with her, and 

dance with her.  Their friends and family were there.  All of the things they needed 

for the wedding – the venue, their gowns and tuxes, the food, the entertainment – 

everything – absolutely everything was donated.  They even chose to forgo giving 

favors to their guests and instead made a donation to the Semper Fi Foundation to 

help military couples pay for their own weddings.   

 Oh friends, none of them would have chosen to walk the terrible path they 

walked to get where they were – oh, but what God did with it – made it a whole new 

world – a world of health and wholeness, of love and partnership, of compassion and 

caring.  Sometimes a whole new world comes through healing. 

 And there are so many other ways, but I just want to mention one more – and 

it is this – sometimes a whole new world comes about for us through God’s grace, 

and forgiveness of our sins.  Such was the case with the Apostle Paul, whose story 

Dick read for us this morning. 
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 Most of you know his story, but let me remind you of some of the details.  

Paul was a zealot in the time of the early Christian church – a zealot working 

actively against them.  He worked night and die to try to put a stop to them, to stop 

the ever-growing new church from forming.  He traveled miles and miles and miles, 

and with intensity and fervor did his very best to wipe out Christianity.  Oh, the 

Christians knew all about it – his reputation preceded him – and no one wanted any 

part of him.  He was known even then as the greatest persecutor of Christians alive!  

That was the sole purpose of his life, and he took it on with a consuming passion. 

 Until one day, he was on his way to try to get a new group of Christians, 

those in Damascus.  He had heard about them, and was hightailing it over there to 

do them in – when all of a sudden, a light from heaven flashed around him, and he 

heard the voice of God calling out to him asking him why he was persecuting God’s 

children! 

 Well, it scared the dickens out of him, but it also scared the devil out of him 

as well, and when he finally stood up and shook himself off, he was a new man with 

a new mission – a man who suddenly understood that he had had it all wrong – he 

was fighting the wrong enemy.  And when he might have been afraid that God 

would strike him dead for what he had been doing to His people – instead he 

learned about what God is really like – forgiveness and grace – that even he, the 

great persecutor, even he, could be forgiven and set free to enjoy new life and a 

whole new world. 

 Paul was forever changed, and from that point on, he became the greatest 

evangelist for Christ the world had ever seen, and maybe, has ever seen since then.  

He is credited for helping to spread the Christian movement far and wide with 

passion and fervor the rest of his life. 

 My friends, the power of forgiveness and the gift of God’s amazing grace has 

led billions of people throughout history to a whole new world.  To know that you 

are forgiven, to know that the sins that you committed, the sins that weighed you 

down, the sins that hurt others, are wiped away by Christ on the cross is almost 

beyond words to describe – except to say, that that knowledge leads to a whole new 

life, a whole new world.   

 Any number of people in this room right now could witness to that.  They 

could tell you what it was like to have the burden of sin lifted from them.  They 

could tell you what forgiveness feels like.  They could tell you how if God could 

forgive them, then anything is possible.  Perhaps you are one of those people. 

 Or perhaps you’re someone who hasn’t experienced that yet.  Perhaps you 

have not asked Jesus into your heart.  Perhaps you are sitting here with a burden, a 

burden of sin, a burden of sickness, a burden of conflict.  Perhaps you are afraid. 

 Let me invite you today, this day, to let Jesus into your heart.  And let me do 

that by way of a little story told by the great philosopher Soren Kierkegaard.  There 

once was a man trapped on the edge of a cliff with a raging fire burning toward him.  
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It would only be a minute of two before the fire reached him, when all of a sudden 

out of the smoke and darkness below him he heard a voice calling, “Jump!  Jump!” 

 The man yelled back, “I can’t!  I can’t see you!  There’s only darkness down 

there!” 

 The voice shouted back:  “Jump anyway!  I can see you!” 

     (Tony Campolo, Let Me Tell You a Story, p. 80) 

 My friends, if you have not asked Jesus into your heart because you’re afraid 

or unsure, afraid to jump into His arms, if you will, jump anyway, because He can 

see you, and He loves you so much that He will forgive your sins, heal you, and set 

you on the road to new life – to a whole new world. 

 And if you have already accepted Jesus, make today the day you tell Him 

again of your love for Him, and your commitment to His will for your life. 

 My friends, life in Jesus Christ is, like the words of that song said, “a whole 

new world, shining, shimmering, splendid!”  Won’t you take His hand and walk 

with Him now?  May it be so. 

       Amen. 


