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 Over the past few weeks, young people and some not so young people went 

back to school.  For some of them, it was a time of excitement and anticipation; for 

others, a time of anxiety and trepidation.  When I think back on all of the years 

when, at the end of summer, I went back to school – oh, what a range of emotions I 

went through! 

 I had to change schools after fourth grade when we moved from Elkwood 

Estates to Thomson Estates – so I moved from Holly Hall Elementary to Gilpin 

Manor Elementary – that had to have been a little nerve wracking.  Then, a few 

years later, like all pre-teenagers I made the big move to what was then called 

junior high – oh, and I vividly remember the anxiety about that – suddenly, having 

to change classes, moving from one room to another in that - what appeared to be - 

enormous school building. 

 And then, the move from Junior High to Senior High – not so bad, because in 

Elkton all your friends went with you – no big deal, huh? 

 But oh, I’ve told you about this before – the big move for me was when I went 

off to college.  Suffice it to say I didn’t handle it well – big-time homesickness.  You’d 

have thought Salisbury was the other end of the earth – talk about anxiety. 

 Years later, I went off to seminary, and it was a whole new experience – three 

of the most wonderful years of my life! 

 All those moves – all new beginnings, fresh starts – all opportunities for 

something new – all gifts from God. 

 Friends, new beginnings, fresh starts are a part of life.  Some we welcome, 

some we don’t. 

 The central characters in today’s Gospel lesson are facing one of the greatest 

new beginnings in all of scripture.  You heard the lesson, it’s one we all know well – 

Jesus calling some of his first disciples.   

 These four guys were doing their thing, their normal, day-in, day out jobs when 

along the shoreline comes Jesus.  As I told you when I preached about the four gospels 

a while ago, the writer of the Gospel of Mark is sparse on details – they don’t matter 
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much to him.  So he doesn’t spend much time on this monumental event in their lives 

– just four verses, actually. 

 So we have no idea what was going through their heads when Jesus offered 

them this new opportunity.  We don’t know if they weighed the pros and cons of 

leaving or staying; we don’t know if they were afraid of change; we don’t know 

anything about what they were feeling – except this; something moved them so much 

that they immediately got up and followed Jesus. 

 They left everything behind – their work, their homes, their loved ones – they 

left everything behind to follow Jesus. 

 Let me ask you something?  When’s the last time some opportunity moved you 

so much, that you jumped on it like that?  Think about that for a minute.  When’s the 

last time some opportunity excited you so much, that, like the disciples, you couldn’t 

wait to say “yes”? 

 Was it a new job, a new house, a marriage proposal?  Was it the opportunity to 

travel somewhere exciting, or go to college at the school of your dreams, or go to a 

concert to hear your favorite singer, or a game to watch your favorite team? 

 Now, let me ask you something else.  When’s the last time some opportunity 

came before you and you didn’t take it?  Think about that for a moment.  Think about 

what it was and why you said no.  

 Was the prospect of changing jobs too scary?  Was your schedule too busy that 

you couldn’t take that trip, go to that concert or game?  Were you too comfortable with 

the way things are in your life to take on that leadership role you were offered?  Did 

fear play a role in why you said no to the opportunity that came your way – “I can’t 

do it, it’s too much for me, I don’t have time, I don’t have what it takes.” 

 Friends, every single day God gives each of us opportunities to make new 

beginnings, fresh starts.  Some of them are big, others of them not so big – but 

opportunities none the less.  Every day God gives us the opportunity to choose how 

we will live our lives.  Will we rise in the morning anticipating good things or rise 

grumbling about the day ahead?  Will we choose to interact with others positively or 

will we be grouchy?  Will we choose to see the good things all around us or will we 

join in the parade of negativity swirling around us these days? 

 Every day, when we rise, we have those opportunities presented to us by God; 

so every day we have the opportunity to make a new beginning, a fresh start in our 

daily living. 

 But friends, we also have opportunities, every day, to make new beginnings 

and fresh starts in terms of our lives of faith.  How will I answer God’s call on my life 
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today?  Will I take time to pray?  Will I give to someone in need?  Will I encourage 

someone who is down?  Will I share my faith with someone who is searching? 

 Over the next couple of weeks, all of us will have numerous opportunities for 

new beginnings and fresh starts in terms of our faith journey, as a new school year 

begins around here.  Oh sure, you can choose the same-old, same-old, doing the same 

thing you’ve always done, or not done.   

 Or maybe, you could do as the disciples did, and say yes, to a closer walk with 

Jesus.  Maybe, for the first time in a long time, you can be part of a Sunday School 

class.  Or maybe, you can screw up your courage, and say “Yes, I will sing in the choir” 

or “Yes, I will help with the youth group,” or “Yes, I will be a mentor to a child in need 

at Thomson Estates Elementary School.”  Joe’s going to tell you about a new program 

the Missions Committee is doing in a few weeks – a blood drive.  Maybe that will be 

your new opportunity, yes, even if you’re afraid of needles – maybe, you can choose to 

give blood that someone’s life might be saved.   

 Some of you in the next few months will be called on to be leaders in our church, 

and yes, it will mean time from your schedule, and yes, it will be a commitment, but 

you’ll be asked because God’s Holy Spirit is guiding those who will be asking you.  I’m 

not asking that you blindly answer “Yes,” I’m asking that you not immediately say 

“No,” rather pray about it and think about what God would have you do. 

 New opportunities and fresh starts are gifts from the God of life – the God who 

gives life in all its abundance, the God who wants us to experience life in abundance.  

Please don’t be so comfortable in the way things are in your life, or so inwardly-

focused in the ways you spend your time and share your gifts, or so afraid that you 

don’t have what it takes, or so quick to say no to anything new that you miss 

something incredible God has in store for you. 

 A pastor in Texas named Julie tells the story of a man she got to know through 

her church.  He was a good guy with a wife and family.  He had graduated from a 

prestigious college in the east, and then moved to Texas to work on his doctorate.  

Somewhere along the way, though, he got derailed with cocaine.  He tried it once and 

was hooked.  And thus began his downfall. 

 He lost his place at grad school, he lost his wife and family, his home, he lost 

everything.  Julie said that when she met him he looked years older than he was, and 

was a shell of a man.  But somehow, some way, he found his way into her church, and 

there he found a home.  People were warm, welcoming and caring, and slowly, but 

surely, this man’s life was restored.   

 With help, he beat his addiction, he returned to school and he reunited with 

his wife and family.  It was slow but sure, and things were going well. 
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 One night, Pastor Julie and her husband had this man and his wife over for 

dinner.  After dinner, they sat around the table talking and the man began to talk 

about the journey he’d been on.  Though things were going well, still there was in the 

back of his mind those doubts and insecurities. 

 At one point, he said, “I want to believe that my best days aren’t behind me, 

and that my life can still count, can still make a difference for God.”  With tears in 

his eyes, he put his head in his hands.  “I just can’t help but feel like I’ve blown all 

my best chances.” 

 It was then that his wife reached out, took his hand, looked him in the eyes 

and said, “Baby, you’ve got to take your sticky fingers off that steering wheel.  If God 

could yank Jesus out of a grave, I figure he can make something beautiful out of 

busted parts.”   

 You know what Pastor Julie thought?  She said, “If I live to be a hundred and 

ten, I don’t expect to hear the gospel better articulated than that.”  (On-line, “Our 

First Calling,” Day One, Julie Pennington Russell) 

 She’s right – that is the gospel message – if God can yank Jesus out of a grave, 

he can make something beautiful out of our busted parts.  He can do anything, and 

will do anything if we will, as that wife said, “take our sticky fingers off the steering 

wheel,” and join him on the journey and say yes to opportunities he puts in our paths. 

 So I invite you today and every day to be on the lookout for the new 

opportunities, new beginnings, fresh starts that God puts in your life.  You never 

know what He might have in store for your life, but what you do know, is that He will 

be with you every step of the way.   

 As you come forward for communion today, and take some time to kneel in 

prayer at the rail, ask God, “what is that something new you want me to be or do?”  

And then rise and go forth to pray about how you will answer His invitation.  May it 

be so. 

       Amen. 

  

 

 


